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Article I. 0BIntroduction 

 

Section10B 9.1.1 Authority and Purpose 

 

(A) 72BFor the purposes listed in Sections 59.99, 59.692, 59.694, 87.30 and 281.31, Wis. 

Stats., the Board of Supervisors of Iron County in regular session on the (twenty-first) 

day of January, 1971 do ordain and enact an ordinance regulating and restricting the 

location, construction and use of buildings, structures and the use of land in the 

unincorporated portions of Iron County and for said purposes dividing the County 

into districts. 

 

Section11B 9.1.2 Municipalities and State Agencies Regulated. 

 

(A) 73BUnless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns and counties are 

required to comply with this Chapter and obtain all necessary permits. State agencies 

are required to comply when Sec. 13.48(13), Wis. Stats., applies. The construction, 

reconstruction, maintenance and repair of state highways and bridges by the 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation are exempt when Sec. 30.12, Wis. Stats., 

applies. 

 

Section12B 9.1.3 Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. 

 

(A) 74BThe provisions of this Chapter supersede all the provisions of any county zoning 

ordinance adopted under Sec. 59.69, Wis. Stats., which relate to shorelands. However, 

where an ordinance adopted under a statute other than Sec. 59.69, Wis. Stats., is more 

restrictive than this Chapter, that ordinance shall continue in full force and effect to 

the extent of the greater restrictions but not otherwise. 

(B) 75BThis Chapter shall not require approval or be subject to disapproval by any town or 

town board. 

(C) 76BIf an existing town ordinance relating to shorelands is more restrictive than this 

Chapter or any amendments thereto, the town ordinance continues in all respects to 

the extent of the greater restrictions but not otherwise. 

(D) 77BThis Chapter is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed 

restrictions, covenants or easements. However, where this Chapter imposes greater 

restrictions, the provisions of this Chapter shall prevail. 

 

Section13B 9.1.4 Force and Effect 

 
(A) Applicability. This ordinance shall affect the unincorporated areas of Iron County, or 

applicable portions thereof, as provided in sub. (B). 

(B) Effect. Upon enactment by the Iron County Board of Supervisors, this Ordinance 

shall go into full force and effect as follows: 

(1) Within any town this Ordinance shall go into effect upon approval by the 

applicable town board and upon filing with the Iron  County Clerk by the 

applicable town clerk  a certified  copy of an approving  resolution attached to  

one  copy of this Ordinance,  as provided in Section 59.69(5)(c) of the Wisconsin  
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Statutes.   The ordinance shall become effective in the town as of the date of 

filing, which filing shall be recorded by the county clerk in the clerk’s office, 

reported to the town board and the county board, and printed in the proceedings of 

the county board. 

(2) The Iron County Zoning Ordinance of January 21st 1971, as amended, shall 

remain in effect in the towns of Anderson, Carey, Gurney, Kimball, Knight, 

Mercer, Oma, Pence, Saxon and Sherman until this Ordinance is approved by the 

applicable town board(s), or for a period of one year from the day following its 

enactment by the Iron County Board of Supervisors, whichever period is shorter. 

Pursuant to Section 59.69(5)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes, if a town  board  of the 

aforesaid towns does not approve this Ordinance by the end of the one year 

period, neither this Ordinance nor the Iron County Zoning Ordinance of 1971, as 

amended, shall be in effect in that  town. 

 
Section13B 9.1.5 Interpretation. 

 

(A) 78BIn their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be held to 

be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the County and 

shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by the 

Wisconsin Statutes. Where a provision of this Chapter is required by a standard in Ch. 

NR115, Wis. Adm. Code, and where the ordinance provision is unclear, the provision 

shall be interpreted in light of the Ch. NR115 standards in effect on the date of the 

adoption of this Chapter or in effect on the date of the most recent text amendment to 

this Chapter. 

 

Section14B 9.1.6 Definitions. 

 

(A) 79BFor purposes of this Chapter certain terms or words herein shall be interpreted as 

follows: 

(1) 313BWords used in the present tense include the future tense. The singular includes the 

plural. 

(2) 314BThe word “person” includes an individual, all partnerships, associations, and 

bodies politic and corporate. 

(3) 315BThe word “lot” includes the word “plot” or “parcel.” 

(4) 316BThe term “shall” is always mandatory 

(5) 317BThe word “used” or “occupied” as applied to any land or building shall be 

construed to include the words “intended, arranged or designed to be used or 

occupied. 

(B) 80BThe following definitions shall he applicable in this Chapter: 

(1) 318BAccessory Structure or Use. A detached subordinate structure or a use which is 

clearly incidental to, and customarily found in connection with, the principal 

structure or use to which it is related, and which is located on the same lot as the 

principal structure or use. 

(2) 319BBoathouse. Any structure located on the same lot as the principal building and 

used for protecting or storing of boats used for non-commercial purposes in 

conjunction with a residence. 
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(3) 320BBuilding. Any structure used, designed or intended for the protection, shelter, or 

roofed enclosure of persons, animals, or property. 

(4) 321BBuilding, Height of. The vertical distance measured from the average elevation 

of the proposed finished grade at the front of the building to the highest point of 

the roof for flat roofs, to the deck line of mansard roofs, and to the mean height 

between eaves and ridge for gable, hip and gambrel roofs. 

(5) 322BCamping Ground. A parcel of land used or intended to be used let or rented for 

occupancy by campers or for occupancy by or of trailers, tents or movable or 

temporary dwellings, rooms or sleeping quarters of any kind. 

(6) 323BConditional Use. A use which is permitted by this Chapter provided that certain 

conditions specified in this Chapter are met and that a permit is granted by the 

Board of Adjustment or, where appropriate, the Zoning Committee or County 

Board. 

(7) 324BCounty Zoning Agency. A committee or commission created or designated by 

the County Board under Sec. 59.69(2)(a), Wis. Stats., to act in all matters 

pertaining to County planning and zoning. 

(8) 325BDepartment. The Department of Natural Resources. 

(9) 326BDrainage System. One (1) or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices 

which collect surface runoff or ground water and convey it to a point of discharge. 

(10) 327BDwelling. A building designed or used exclusively as the living quarters for one 

(1) or more families. 

(11) 328BDwelling, Accessory: Any additional dwelling unit on a parcel of land where a 

principal dwelling unit already exists. 

(12) 329BDwelling, Multi-Family. A dwelling or group of dwellings on one (1) plot 

containing separate living units for one (1) or more families, but which may have 

joint services or facilities or both. 

(13) 330BDwelling, Principal. A dwelling unit on a lot consisting of a room or a group of 

rooms, which are arranged, designed, used or intended for use as the main living 

quarters for one family  

(14) 331BDwelling Unit. Any structure that is wholly or partly used or intended to be used 

for human habitation, which includes sanitary and/or food preparation facilities. 

(15) 332BEssential Services. Services provided by public and private utilities, necessary 

for the exercise of the principal use or service of the principal structure. These 

services include underground, surface, or overhead gas, electrical, steam, water, 

sanitary sewage, storm water drainage, and communication systems and 

accessories there to, such as poles, towers, wires, mains, drains, vaults, culverts, 

laterals, sewers, pipes, catch basins, water storage tanks, conduits, cables, fire 

alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, pumps, lift stations, and hydrants, 

but not including buildings. 

(16) 333BFamily. One (1) or more persons living, sleeping, cooking and eating on the same 

premises as a single housekeeping unit. 

(17) 334BFarming, General. The production of field or truck crops, or the raising of 

livestock and livestock products for commercial gain. 

(18) 335BFloodplain. The land which has been or may be hereafter covered by flood water 

during the regional flood. The floodplain includes the floodway and the flood 

fringe as those terms are defined in Chapter NR116, Wis. Adm. Code. 
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(19) 336BHome Occupation. A gainful occupation conducted by a member of the family, 

within his or her place of residence, where the space used in incidental to 

residential use and no article is sold or offered for sale except such as is produced 

by such home occupation.  

(20) 337BHuman Habitation. That which provides living, sleeping, cooking, eating, 

sanitary or other related facilities required for human needs. 

(21) 338BHospital. Unless otherwise specified, the term “hospital” shall be deemed to 

include sanitarium, sanitorium, preventorium, clinic, rest home, nursing home, 

convalescent home and any other place for the diagnosis, treatment or other care 

of ailments, and shall be deemed to be limited to places for the diagnosis, 

treatment or other care of human ailments. 

(22) 339BJunk or Salvage Yard. Either: 

(a) 939BA lot, land, or structure, or any part thereof; used for the collecting or 

storage; or for the sale of waste paper, rags, scrap metals, or discarded 

material; or for the abandoning, collecting, dismantling, storage and 

salvaging, or for the sale of parts of motor driven vehicles. 

(b) 940BThree (3) or more unlicensed motor vehicles stored on any land or lot. 

(23) 340BLot. A parcel of land occupied or capable of being occupied by one (1) building 

and the accessory buildings or uses customarily incident to it, including such open 

spaces as are required by this Chapter. 

(24) 341BLot, Depth of. A mean horizontal distance between the front and rear Lot lines, 

measured in the general direction of its side Lot lines. 

(25) Lot, Front. On shoreland lots, the front shall be the area from the 

shoreline landward.  On nonshoreland lots, the front shall be the area from the 

road setback away from the road. 

(26) 342BLot, Width of. The mean width measured at right angles to its depth provided 

however the front yard and set-back width of the Lot shall, at all points along its 

depth, meet the minimum Lot requirements of the Zoning Schedule 

(27) 343BLot Lines. Any line dividing one (1) lot from another. 

(28) 344BMajor Recreational Equipment. Includes travel trailer, pickup campers. or 

coaches, motorized dwellings, tent trailers, boat and boat trailer, snowmobiles and 

snowmobile trailers and the like. 

(29) 345BMobile Home. Any structure originally designed to be capable of transportation 

by any motor vehicle upon public highway which does not require substantial on-

site fabrication; which is intended for occupancy as a year-round residence. 

(30) 346BNavigable Water. 

(a) 941BLake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes within Wisconsin 

and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the 

territorial limits of this State, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary 

waters, which are navigable under the laws of this State. 

(b) 942BUnder Sec. 281.31(2)(d), Wis. Stats., notwithstanding any other provision 

of law or administrative rule promulgated thereunder, shoreland 

ordinances required under Sec. 59.692, Wis. Stats., and Ch. NR1l5, Wis. 

Adm. Code, do not apply to lands adjacent to farm drainage ditches, if: 

i. 1093BSuch lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river; 
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ii. 1094BThose parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands where 
not navigable streams before ditching; and 

iii. 1095BSuch lands are maintained in nonstructural agricultural use. 

(31) 347BNonconforming Use. A building, structure or use of land existing at the time of 

enactment of this Chapter, and which does not conform to the regulations of the 

district or zone in which it is situated. 

(32) 348BOrdinary Highwater Mark. The point on the bank or shore up to which the 

presence and action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive 

mark such as by erosion, destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, 

predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristics. 

(33) 349BRegional Flood. A flood determined to be representative of large floods known to 

have generally occurred in Wisconsin and which may be expected to occur on a 

particular stream because of like physical characteristics, once in every one 

hundred(100) years. 

(34) 350BShorelands. Lands within the following distances from the ordinary highwater 

mark of navigable waters: one thousand (1,000) feet from a lake, pond or 

flowage; and three hundred (300) feet from a river or stream or to the landward 

side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. 

(35) 351BShoreland Buffer Protection Area. The area extending from the ordinary high 

water mark to thirty five (35) feet inland. 

(36) 352BShore/and-Wetland Zoning District. The zoning district, created as a part of this 

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, comprised of shorelands that are designated as 

wetlands on the wetland maps which have been adopted and made a part of this 

Chapter. 

(37) 353BSign. A sign is any structure or natural object or part thereof or device attached 

thereto or printed or represented thereon which is intended to attract attention to 

any object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization, or business, 

or which shall display or include any letter, word, model, banner, flag, pennant, 

insignia, device, or representation used as or which is in the nature of an 

announcement, direction, or advertisement. 

(38) 354BStructure.  Any physical thing or appurtenance attached to, placed upon, or 

erected upon real estate, including but not limited to buildings, satellite television 

antennas, radio antennas, or commercial fuel tanks over five hundred (500) 

gallons, gasoline or diesel pumps, which are placed upon said real estate by the 

owner, occupant, or their agents, with the intention that such physical thing 

remain either permanently or temporarily attached to or placed upon such real 

estate. 

(39) 355BTrailer. A portable vehicle designed and used for temporary sleeping purposes 

while its occupants are engaged in the pastime of camping. 

(40) 356BUnnecessary Hardship. The circumstances where special conditions, which were 

not self-created, affect a particular property and make strict conformity with 

restrictions governing area, setbacks, frontage, height or density unnecessarily 

burdensome or unreasonable in light of the purposes of this Ordinance. 

(41) 357BUse. The specific purpose for which land or a building is designed, arranged, 

intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained. The term 
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“permitted use” or its equivalent shall not be deemed to include any 

nonconforming use. 

(42) 358BVariance. An authorization granted by the Board of Adjustment to construct, 

alter or use a building or structure in a manner that deviates from the dimensional 

standards of this Chapter. 

(43) 359BWetlands. Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long 

enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which 

have soils indicative of wet conditions. 

(44) 360BYard, Front. An open unoccupied space on the same lot with the building 

between the front line of the building between the front line of the lot and 

extending the full width of the lot. 

(45) 361BYard, Rear. An open unoccupied space on the same lot with the building 

between the rear line of the building and the rear line of the lot and extending the 

full width of the lot. 

(46) 362BYard, Side. An open unoccupied space on the same lot with the building situated 

between the building and the side line of the lot and extending from the front yard 

to the rear yard. Any lot line not a rear line or a front line shall be deemed a side 

line.  
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Article II. 1BAdministration 

 
Section15B 9.2.1 County Zoning Administrator. 

 

(A) 81BDesignation. The County Zoning Committee shall appoint a County Zoning 

Administrator for the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this 

Chapter. The County Zoning Committee may also authorize designation of Deputy 

Zoning Administrators to assist in the enforcement and administration of this Chapter. 

(B) 82BDuties. In administering and enforcing this Chapter, the County Zoning 

Administrator, and any of his deputies, shall perform the following duties: 

(1) 363BProvide necessary forms and applications for use permits. 

(2) 364BIssue Land Use Permits where the provisions of this Chapter have been complied 

with. 

(3) 365BIssue Conditional Use Permits when authorized by the County Zoning 

Committee. 

(4) 366BSurvey the County, upon adoption of this Chapter, and when necessary upon the 

passage of amendments, identify and record information relative to 

nonconforming uses and structures. 

(5) 367BMaintain files of applications, permits and other relevant information. 

(6) 368BMake an annual report of his activities to the County Zoning Committee. 

(7) 369BSubmit written notice of all proposed shoreland variances, special exceptions 

(conditional uses), appeals for map or text interpretations, and map on text 

amendments to the appropriate area office of the Department, at least ten (10) 

days prior to the Public Hearing held on the matter. 

(8) 370BSubmit copies of decisions on variances, special exceptions and decisions on 

appeals for map on text interpretations and map on text amendments within ten 

(10) days after they are granted or denied to the appropriate area office of the 

Department. 

(C) 83BPowers. The County Zoning Administrator and the duly appointed deputies shall 

have powers and authority including but not limited to the following: 

(1) 371BAccess to any structure or premise for the purpose of performing his duties 

between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. by the permission of the owner or upon issuance 

of a special inspection warrant. 

(2) 372BUpon reasonable cause or question as to proper compliance, to revoke any land 

use permit and issue cease and desist orders requiring the cessation of any 

building, moving, alteration or use which is in violation of the provisions of this 

Chapter. 

 

Section16B 9.2.2 Land Use Permits. 

 

(A) 84BPermit Required. No structure shall be built, moved, or structurally altered, and no 

land use shall be substantially altered until a Land Use Permit has been issued by the 

County Zoning Administrator. He shall not issue a permit for a structure or a use not 

in conformity with the requirements of this Chapter. The fee for filing of applications 

for land use permits shall be established by the County Zoning Committee. A copy of 
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the current fee schedule shall be kept on file in the office of the County Zoning 

Administrator. 

(B) 85BApplication Procedure. Applications for land use permits shall be accompanied by 

scale maps or drawings showing accurately the location, size and shape of the lot (s) 

involved, and of any proposed structures, including the relation to abutting streets and 

any abutting lakes or streams, and the existing and proposed use of each structure and 

lot and the number of families to be accommodated. 

(C) 86BExpiration. Land use permits for construction, alteration, or removal of structure 

shall expire twelve (12) months from their date of issuance if no building activity has 

begun within such time. Land use permits for land use changes shall expire eighteen 

(18) months from their date of issuance where no action has been taken to accomplish 

such changes. 

(D) 87BExceptions. A Land Use Permit is not required for farm buildings, school bus-stop 

shelters or structures not for human habitation provided such structures meet the 

dimensional and setback requirements of this Chapter. and are less than one thousand 

(1,000) cubic feet in size. 

(E) 88BFuel Tanks. Any fuel tank above ground with a capacity of one thousand (1, 000) 

gallons or more shall require a retaining wall high enough to contain capacity of tank 

and have an impermeable base, and be subject to the same specifications as a bulk 

plant. 

 

Section17B 9.2.3 Violations. 

 

(A) 89BAny person who violates this Chapter shall forfeit a sum up to Three Hundred Dollars 

($300.00), plus costs of prosecution, for each day of violation. Default of payment 

shall result in imprisonment in the Iron County Jail for a period of not to exceed six 

(6) months. 

(B) 90BNothing contained in this Chapter shall be construed as preventing the use of the Iron 

County Citation Ordinance, adopted pursuant to Chapter 66.0113, Wis. Stats., as a 

method of enforcing the Iron County Zoning Ordinances, nor shall the use of the Iron 

County Citation Ordinance prevent the use of any enforcement method authorized 

herein. 

(C) 91BAll violations shall be referred to the Iron County District Attorney, for prosecution. 
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Article III. 2BZoning Districts 

 

Section18B 9.3.1 Establishment of Districts. 

 

(A) 92BFor the purposes of this Chapter, the unincorporated areas of Iron County are hereby 

divided into the following types of districts: 

 

 943BR-l General Residential District 

 944BRR-l Residential-Recreation District 

 945BR-2 Single Family Residential District 

 946BR-3 Rural Residential District 

 947BA-1 Primary Agricultural District 

 948BA-2 Agricultural District 

 949BC-1 Commercial District 

 950BI-1 Industrial District 

 951BI-2 Industrial District 

 952BF-1 Forestry District 

 953BW-1 Non-Shoreland Resource Conservation District 

 954BPUD Planned Unit Development District 

 955BW-2 Shoreland-Wetland District 

 

Section19B 9.3.2 Zoning Map and District Boundaries. 

 

(A) 93BThe locations and boundaries of these districts are shown in a single map officially 

designated “Official Zoning Map, Iron County, Wisconsin” and on separate maps 

number1 to 13 officially designated “Detailed Zoning Maps, Iron County, 

Wisconsin,” which were adopted __________2011. 

(B) 94BThese maps, together with all explanatory matter and regulations thereon, are an 

integral part of this Chapter. In the event of a conflict between zoning district 

boundaries shown on the “Official Zoning Map, Iron County, Wisconsin” and the 

“Detailed Zoning Maps, Iron County, Wisconsin” the latter shall govern and prevail. 

District boundaries are normally lot lines; section and quarter-section lines, center 

lines or streets, highways, railroads, or alleys. Questions regarding exact location of 

district boundaries shall be decided by the County Zoning Administrator. Decisions 

may be reviewed on appeal to the Board of Adjustment as provided in this Chapter. 

(C) 95BThe single official copies of the “Official Zoning Map, Iron County, Wisconsin” and 

“Detailed Zoning Maps, Iron County, Wisconsin”, together with a copy of this 

Chapter shall be kept at the County Zoning Administrator's Office and shall be 

available for public inspection during office hours. These maps shall be certified by 

the Chairman of the County Board and attested by the County Clerk. Any changes 

affecting zoning district boundaries or explanatory matter and regulations shall be 

made in accordance with provisions of Sec. 59.69, Wis. Stats. 

 

Section20B 9.3.3 Shoreland Zoning Maps. 
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(A) 96BThe maps designated below are hereby adopted and made part of this Chapter. They 

are on file in the office of the Zoning Administrator for Iron County. 

(1) 373BUnited States Geological Survey Quadrangle Maps for Iron County, Wis., as 

follows: 

 

(a) 956B-7.5 Minute    Date 

Augustine Lake   1984 

Bay Creek Flowage   1984 

Blockhouse Lake   1984 

Glidden    1984 

Gurney    1984 

Cedar     1975 

Chaney Lake    1982 

Iron Belt    1956 

Ironwood    1975 

Lac Du Flambeau   1971 

Lake Six    1984 

Lake Evelyn    1973 

Lake of the Falls  1973 

Little Girls Point   1980 

Mercer    1973 

Mt. Whittlesey  1967 

Oronto Bay    1980 

Pike Lake    1971 

Pike Lane NW   1971 

Pine Lake    1973 

Powell    1981 

Saxon     1956 

 

(b) 957B7.5 Minute    Date 

 

Turntable Creek   1973 

Turtle Flambeau Flowage  1973 

Upson     1956 

Wilson Lake    1973 

Winchester    1981 

 

 

 
(c) 958B-15 Minute    Date 

 

Butternut    1968 

Glidden    1968 

Mellen    1967 

Park Falls    1968 
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(2) 374BWisconsin Wetland Inventory maps stamped “FINAL” on October 16, 1984. 

(3) 375BFloodplain zoning maps identified as Firm Flood Insurance Maps, prepared by 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, dated April 1, 1988. 

(B) 97B Where an apparent discrepancy exists between the shoreland-wetland district 

boundary shown on the Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory maps and actual field 

conditions at the time the maps were adopted, the Zoning Administrator shall contact 

the appropriate district office of the Department to determine if the Shoreland-

Wetland District boundary as mapped is in error. If the Department staff concur with 

the Zoning Administrator that a particular area was incorrectly mapped as a wetland, 

the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to immediately grant or deny a land 

use permit in accordance with the regulations applicable to the correct zoning district. 

(C) 98BIn order to correct wetland mapping errors shown on the Wisconsin Wetland 

Inventory maps, the Zoning Administrator shall be responsible for initiating a 

shoreland-wetland map amendment within a reasonable period of time. 
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Article IV. 3BZoning Districts; Specific Requirements. 

 

Section 21B 9.4.1 R-1 Residential District. 

 
(A) 99BPurpose. This District provides for one- (1) family and two- (2) family year-round 

residential development protected from traffic hazards and the intrusion of 

incompatible land uses. It is intended to encourage such development around existing 

residential areas where soil conditions are suitable for such development and in those 

areas which can be economically and readily served by utilities and municipal 

facilities. 

(B) 100BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 376BSingle family dwellings. 

(2) 377BPrivate garages and carports no larger than one thousand (1000) square feet with 

ten (10) foot wall. 

(3) 378BEssential services and utilities intended to serve the principal permitted use. 

(4) 379BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI UH. 

(5) 380BHorticulture and gardening. 

(6) 381BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to the 

principal use and that no such use generates traffic or noise that would create a 

public or private nuisance. 

(7) 382BMulti-family [three (3) or more] dwelling units. 

(C) 101BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 383BRooming or boarding houses. 

(2) 384BMobile home parks subject to the provisions of HUArticle VII UH. 

(3) 385BPublic and semi-public uses including but not limited to the following: public and 

private schools, churches, public parks and recreation areas, hospitals, rest homes 

and homes for the aged, fire and police stations, historic sites. Sewage disposal 

plants, garbage incinerators and maintenance, repair or storage buildings shall not 

be permitted. 

(4) 386BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and lines, including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housing and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures. 

(5) 387BHome occupations or professional offices provided no such use occupies more 

than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total floor area of the dwelling, not more 

than one nonresident person is employed on the premises, and such use will not 

include an operational activity that would create a nuisance to be otherwise 

incompatible with the surrounding residential area. 

(6) 389BRecreation trails including hiking, snowmobiling and bicycling. 

(7) 390BPrivate garages and carports over one thousand (1000) square feet or with walls 

exceeding ten (10) feet in height. 
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Section22B 9.4.2 RR-1 Residential-Recreation District. 

 
(A) 102BPurpose. This District is intended to provide for seasonal residential development and 

essential recreation-oriented service in areas of high recreational value where soil 

conditions and other physical features will support such development without 

depleting or destroying natural resources. 

(B) 103BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 391BSingle family year around dwellings. 

(2) 392BHorticulture and gardening. 

(3) 393BEssential services and utilities to serve the principal permitted use. 

(4) 394BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI UH. 

(5) 395BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to the 

principal permitted use. 

(6) 396BPermissible to be entered into Managed Forest Law (MFL) program. 

(C) 104BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 397BMulti-family dwellings. 

(2) 398BMobile home parks and trailer parks subject to the provisions of HUArticle VII UH. 

(3) 399BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and line, including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housing and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures. 

(4) 400BRecreational service-oriented uses such as resorts and motels, restaurants and 

cocktail lounges, marinas, sport shops and bait sales, other recreational services 

which in the opinion of the County Zoning Committee are of the same general 

character or clearly incidental to a permitted use or use authorized by conditional 

permit. 

(5) 401BRecreation trails, including but not limited to the following: hiking, snowmobiling 

and bridle. 

(6) 402BPrivate garages and carports over one thousand (1000) square feet. 

 

Section23B 9.4.3 R-2 Single Family Residential District. 

 
(A) 105BPurpose. This District is intended to provide for large lot, residential development in 

areas of high recreational value where soil conditions and other physical features will 

support such development without depleting or destroying natural resources. 

(B) 106BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 403BSingle family dwellings. 

(2) 404BHorticulture and gardening. 

(3) 405BEssential services and utilities to serve the principal permitted use. 

(4) 406BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI UH. 

(5) 407BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to the 

principal permitted use. 

(C) 107BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 408BMulti-family dwellings. 

(2) 409BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and lines, including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housing and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures. 
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(3) 410BRecreation trails, including but not limited to the following: hiking, snowmobiling 

and bridle. 

(4) 411BPrivate garages and carports larger than one thousand (1000) square feet. 

 
Section24B 9.4.4 R-3 Rural Residential District 

 
(A) 108BPurpose. The Rural Residential district is established in conformance with the Iron 

County Comprehensive Plan in order to provide for low density, large lot rural 

residential development consistent with the predominant rural character of the area 

and the physical capability of the land. These areas are not likely to be served by 

public sewer or water facilities within the foreseeable future; therefore, larger lot sizes 

are indicated. 

(B) 109BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 412BSingle family dwellings. 

(2) 413BPrivate garages and carports no larger than one-thousand (1000) square feet. 

(3) 414BEssential services and utilities intended to serve the principal permitted use. 

(4) 415BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI UH. 

(5) 416B“Farmettes” and non-commercial agricultural and quasi-agricultural uses 

(6) 417BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to the 

principal permitted use 

(7) 418BPermissible to be entered into Managed Forest Law Program 
(8) Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per 

acre per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case 

further exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 110BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 419BMulti-family dwellings. 

(2) 420BRooming or boarding houses. 

(3) 421BMobile home parks and trailer parks subject to the provisions of HUArticle VII UH. 

(4) 422BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and line, including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housing and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures. 

(5) 423BRecreational service-oriented uses  

(6) 424BPrivate carports and garages over one-thousand (1000) square feet. 

(7) 425BHome occupations or professional offices provided no such use occupies more 

than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total floor area of the dwelling, not more 

than: one  nonresident person is employed on the premises, and such use will not 

include an operational activity that would create a nuisance to be otherwise 

incompatible with the surrounding residential area. 
 (8) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 

 

Section25B 9.4.5 A-1 Primary Agricultural District. 
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(A) 111BPurpose. This district is to provide for large tracts that may remain in general 

agricultural use and related activities in those areas best suited for such development; 

and to prevent the untimely and uneconomical scattering of residential, commercial, 

or industrial development into such areas. 

(B) 112BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 426BOne- (1) family and two- (2) family farm residences and a single mobile home 

(mobile home provision does not apply to the Town of Mercer due to local 

ordinance), but only when occupied by owners and/or persons engaged in farming 

activities on the premises.  

(2) 427BLimited commercial uses (recreation-oriented, service shops, repair shops, etc.) 

(3) 428BAll agricultural land uses, buildings and activities except farms for disposal of 

garbage or offal. 

(4) 429BRoadside stands for the sale of products grown on the premises, if sufficient off-

street parking space for customers is provided. 

(5) 430BAgricultural processing industries and warehouses, except slaughterhouses, and 

rendering and fertilizer plants. 

(6) 431BVacation farms and other farm-oriented recreational uses such as riding stables, 

winter sports activities and game farms. 

 

(7) 433BEssential services and utilities intended to serve a permitted use on the premises. 

(8) 434BWoodlots and tree farms. 

(9) 435BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to a principal 

permitted use. 

(10) 436BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI UH. 

 (12)  Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per acre 

per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case further 

exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 113BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 437BMobile home parks and trailer parks subject to the provisions of HUArticle VII UH. 

(2) 438BDumps for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, or offal, subject to the 

applicable provisions of Wisconsin Administrative Code and the provisions of 

HUArticle VII UH. 

(3) 439BSlaughterhouse, rendering and fertilizer plants. 

(4) 440BPublic and semi-public uses including but not limited to the following: public and 

private schools, churches, public parks and recreation areas, hospitals, rest homes 

and homes for the aged, fire and police stations, historic sites, sewage disposal 

plants, garbage incinerators and maintenance. 

(5) 441BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and lines, including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housing and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures. 

(6) 442BAirports. 

(7) 432BCemeteries and mausoleums.     
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(8) Quarrying, mining and processing of products from these activities subject to the 

provisions of HUSection 9.7.2UH.  

  (9) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
 

 
 

Section2 9.4.6 A-2 Agricultural District.  

 
(A) 114BPurpose. This district is to provide for large tracts that may remain in general 

agricultural use.  

(B) 115BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 444BBeekeeping 

(2) 445BCranberry production 

(3) 446BDairy farming 

(4) 447BFloriculture 

(5) 448BFeedlots 

(6) 449BPoultry raising and egg production 

(7) 450BLivestock raising and pasture land 

(8) 451BOrchards 

(9) 452BNoncommercial stables 

(10) 453BPlant nurseries 

(11) 454BRaising of trees, fruits, nuts, & berries 

(12) 455BRaising of grain, grass, mint & seed crops 

(13) 456BSod farming 

(14) 457BVegetable raising 

(15) 458BForest products and tree farms 

(16) 459BRoadside stands – one/farm 

(17) 460BPonds, excavation & extractions less than 

461B30,000 sq. ft. 

(18) 462BTemporary sawmills 

(19) 463BLands not actively farmed 

(20) 464BAgriculturally related residences 

(21) 465BAccessory buildings and uses 

(22) 466BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI U. 

(23) 467BGame and fish farms 

 (24)  Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per acre 

per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case further 

exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 116BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 468BA single (1) non-farming residence. Zoning permit approval requires that a deed 

restriction be established to prevent further subdivision. The deed restriction must 
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be recorded and an official copy provided to the Zoning Administrator before the 

permit is issued.  

(2) 469BFarm labor housing 

(3) 470BHousing for seasonal or migratory farm workers 

(4) 471BLivestock sales facilities 

(5) 472BVet service for farms 

(6) 473BCommercial fish and fur farming 

(7) 474BDairies 

(8) 475BFertilizer mixing plant 

(9) 476BGreenhouses 

(10) 477BLand restoration 

(11) 478BSewage disposal plant 

(12) 479BLanding fields 

(13) 480BUtility and commercial lines and stations 

(14) 481BPonds greater than 30,000 sq. ft. 

(15) 482BHome occupations 

(16) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B)  

above. 
 

Section27B 9.4.7 C-1 Commercial District. 

 
(A) 117BPurpose. This District is intended to provide for the orderly and attractive grouping at 

appropriate locations of retail stores, shops, offices and similar commercial 

establishments. 

(B) 118BPermitted Uses. Facilities such as, but not limited to the following: 

(1) 483BRetail stores and shops offering convenience goods and services. 

(2) 484BBusiness and professional offices and studios. 

(3) 485BBanks and savings and loan offices. 

(4) 486BPublic and semi-public buildings and institutions. 

(5) 487BCommercial entertainment facilities. 

(6) 488BLaundromats. 

(7) 489BRestaurants. 

(8) 490BTaverns. 

(9) 491BMedical and dental clinics. 

(10) 492BAuto services stations and maintenance facilities. 

(11) 493BPublic and private marinas. 

(12) 494BRecreation service-oriented facilities as stated in the RR-1 District. 

(13) 495BMotels and tourist homes. 

(14) 496BRooming and boarding houses. 

(15) 497BCustomary accessory uses provided such uses are clearly incidental to the 

principal use. 

(16) 498BSingle family dwellings. 

(17) 499BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI U. 

(18) Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per 
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acre per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case 

further exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 119BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 500BPublic and semi-public conditional uses as stated in the R-1District. 

(2) 501BNew and used car sales establishments. 

(3) 502BWholesaling establishments. 

(4) 503BTransportation terminals. 

(5) 504BFarm implement sales firms. 

(6) 505BOutdoor theaters. 

(7) 506BMiniature golf, go-karts and amusement parks. 

(8) 507BDrive-in establishments offering in-car service to customers. 
 (9) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
 

Section28B 9.4.8 I-1 Industrial District. 

 
(A) 120BPurpose. This District is intended to provide for manufacturing and industrial 

operations which, on the basis of actual physical and operational characteristics, 

would not be detrimental to surrounding areas by reason of smoke, noise, dust, odor, 

traffic, physical appearance or similar factors relating to public health, welfare and 

safety. Those industries requiring outdoor storage for raw materials and/or finished 

products may be required to provide a fence or screen. 

(B) 121BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 508BManufacturing, assembly, fabricating, and processing plants and similar-type 

industrial operations consistent with the purposes of this District. 

(2) 509BGeneral warehousing. 

(3) 510BAccessory uses clearly incidental to a permitted use. Any use determined to be 

objectionable by the County Zoning Committee on the basis of pollution, noise, 

dust, smoke, vibration, odor, flashing lights , or danger of explosion maybe 

permitted only upon the issuance of a conditional use permit setting forth 

dimensional and site requirements, performance standards, aesthetic controls and 

pollution standards for that particular use. 

(4) 511BSigns subject to the provisions of HUArticle VI U. 

 (5) Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per 

acre per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case 

further exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 122BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 512BSalvage yards, subject to the provisions of Section 9.7.8. 

(2) 513BQuarrying, mining and processing of products from these activities, subject to the 

provisions of HUSection 9.7.2U. 

 (3) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
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Section 29B    9.4.9 I-2 Industrial District.  
 

(A) 123BPurpose. This district is established for the principal purpose of providing long-term 

sites for heavy industrial uses in conjunction with a mining site/operation. Uses 

within this zoning district are likely to cause smoke, noise, odors, dust, fumes, visual 

impacts, and heavy equipment traffic thus; require separation from residential or other 

more sensitive uses. This district shall apply only to lands in the Town of Knight and 

the Town of Anderson along the State Highway 77 corridor. 

(B) 124BPermitted Uses.  

(1) 515BManufacturing, assembly, fabricating, and processing plants and similar-type 

industrial operations consistent with the purposes of this District. 

(2) 516BWrecking and salvage operations 

(3) 517BWarehousing and storage operations 

(4) 518BAccessory uses clearly incidental to a permitted use. Any use determined to be 

objectionable by the County Zoning Committee on the basis of pollution, noise, 

dust, smoke, vibration, odor, flashing lights , or danger of explosion may be 

permitted only upon the issuance of a conditional use permit setting forth 

dimensional and site requirements, performance standards, aesthetic controls and 

pollution standards for that particular use. 

(5) 519BSigns subject to the provisions of UArticle VI U. 

   (6)  Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per acre 

per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case further 

exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 125BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 520BSalvage yards, subject to the provisions of Section Section 9.7.8. 

(2) 521BQuarrying, mining and processing of products from these activities, subject to the 

provisions of HUSection 9.7.2U. 

 (3) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
 

Section30B 9.4.10 F-1 Forestry District. 

 
(A) 126BPurpose. This District provides for the continuation of forest programs and related 

uses in those areas best suited for such activities. It is intended to encourage forest  

management programs and also to recognize the value of the forest as a recreational  

resource by permitting as a conditional use certain recreational activities which, when  

adequately developed, are not incompatible to the forest. 

(B) 127BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 522BProduction of forest crops, including tree plantations. 

(2) 523BHarvesting of wild crops such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, berries, tree fruits and 

tree seeds. 

(3) 524BRecreation trails, including but not limited to the following: hiking, snowmobiles, 

bridle. 
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(4) 525BSigns, subject to the provisions of UArticle VI U. 

(5) 526BWildlife refuges. 

 (6) Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per 

acre per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case 

further exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 128BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 527BHunting and fishing cabins. 

(2) 528BSeasonal dwellings and customary accessory buildings such as private garages 

and carports on the same lot as the seasonal dwelling unit. 

(3) 529BPublic and private parks, playgrounds and winter sports areas. 

(4) 530BDams, plants for production of electric power and flowage areas. 

(5) 531BTrailer camps subject to the provisions of Section 9.7.11. 

(6) 532BForest-connected industries such as sawmills, debarking operations, chipping 

facilities and similar operations. Pulp and paper production plants are not 

permitted. 

(7) 533BRecreation and youth camps. 

(8) 534BRiding stables. 

(9) 535BShooting ranges. 

(10) 536BQuarrying and mining operations subject to the provisions of HUSection 9.7.2 U. 

(11) 537BYear-round residences for caretakers of recreational areas. 

(12) 538BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and lines including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housings and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures, radio and television 

stations and transmission towers, fire towers and microwave radio relay towers. 

(13) 539BAirports. 

(14) 540BGarbage and refuse disposal sites subject to the provisions of Section 9.7.9. 
(15) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
 

Section31B 9.4.11 W-1 Non-Shoreland Resource Conservation District. 

 
(A) 129BPurpose. This District is intended to be used to prevent destruction of natural or 

manmade resources and to protect watercourses including the shorelands of navigable 

waters, and areas which are not adequately drained, or which are subject to periodic 

flooding, where developments would result in hazards to health or safety; would 

deplete or destroy resources; or be otherwise incompatible with the public welfare, 

and may not include shoreland wetland as identified on wetland maps of Iron County 

stamped final on October16, 1984. 

(B) 130BPermitted Uses. 

(1) 541BPublic fish hatcheries. 

(2) 542BSoil and water conservation programs. 

(3) 543BForest management programs. 

(4) 544BWildlife preserves. 
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   (5)   Ferrous or Nonferrous metallic mineral exploration as defined in 295.44(1)*h) or 

293.01(5) Wisconsin Statutes as amended pursuant to license under 293.21 

Wisconsin Statutes as amended and any other required state, federal, or municipal 

permits provided no more than five (5) exploratory borings may be drilled per acre 

per year nor more than ten (10) per acre every five (5) years in which case further 

exploration shall be a conditional use. 

(C) 131BUses Authorized by Conditional Permit. 

(1) 545BDrainage where such activity will not be in conflict with the stated purposes of 

this District. 

(2) 546BPublic and private parks. 

(3) 547BDams, plants for the production of electric power and flowage areas. 

(4) 548BGrazing where such activities will not be in conflict with the stated purposes of 

this District. 

(5) 549BAccessory structures such as hunting and fishing lodges. 

(6) 550BOrchards and wild crop harvestings. 

(7) 551BTelephone, telegraph and power transmission towers, poles and lines including 

transformers, substations, relay and repeater stations, equipment housings and 

other necessary appurtenant equipment and structures, radio and television 

stations and transmission towers, fire towers and microwave radio relay towers. 

(8) 552BRecreation trails, where such activities would not be in conflict with the stated 

purpose of this District. 

(9) 553BTrailer camps, subject to the provisions of Section Section 9.7.11. 

(10) 554BSigns, subject to the provisions of UArticle VI U. 
(11) Ferrous or Nonferrous mineral exploration in excess of the limits set forth in Section (B) 

above. 
 

NOTE: No use shall involve dumping or filling of mineral soil or peat removal or any 

other use that would disturb the natural fauna, flora, watercourses, water regimen, 

or topography. 

 

Section32B 9.4.12 PUD Planned Unit Development District. 

 
(A) 132BThe PUD District is intended to provide for large-scale residential or residential-

recreational development. This District shall have no definite boundaries until such 

are approved by the County Board on the recommendation of the Land and Zoning 

Committee in accordance with procedures prescribed for zoning amendments by Sec. 

59.69, Wis. Stats. Plans for the proposed development shall be submitted in duplicate, 

and shall show the location, size and proposed use of all structures and land included 

in the areas involved. The plans may provide for a combination of single and multi-

family development as well as related commercial uses, provided that the plans 

indicate that: 

(1) 555BA single area of at least five (5) acres is involved. 

(2) 556BEach residential building and lot in the District will conform to the R-1 District 

requirements and each commercial building and lot will conform to the C- l 

District requirements. 

(3) 557BAdequate streets and sidewalks as determined to serve the needs of the area 

involved will be provided. 
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(4) 558BAdequate access to public streets and proper internal circulation will be provided. 

(5) 559BAdequate sewer and water facilities will be provided. 

(6) 560BThe development will constitute a reasonable extension of the living areas in the  

561BCounty and will be compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(B) 133BThe requirements of this District shall apply uniformly to all such residential or 

residential recreational developments regardless of type or form of ownership. 

 

Section33B 9.4.13 W-2 Shoreland-Wetland District. 

 
(A) 134BDesignation. 

(1) 562BThis District shall include all shorelands within the jurisdiction of this Chapter 

which are wetlands of five (5) acres or more; shown on the Wisconsin Wetland 

Inventory maps, stamped “FINAL” on October 16th  1984, that are hereby 

adopted and made a part of this Chapter and are on file in the office of the Zoning 

Administrator for Iron County. A portion of a wetland which is less than five (5) 

acres in size, and which is located in the unincorporated shoreland area within the 

County, shall be included in the shoreland-wetland district where the wetland as a 

whole is five (5) acres or larger, but extends across the corporate limits of a 

municipality, across the County boundary or across the shoreland limits, so that 

the wetland is not regulated in its entirety by the County. 

(2) 563BThis District is intended to maintain safe and healthful conditions, to prevent 

water pollution, to protect fish spawning grounds and wildlife habitat, to preserve 

shore cover and natural beauty and to control building and development in 

wetlands whenever possible. When development is permitted in a wetland, the 

development should occur in a manner that minimized adverse impacts upon the 

wetland. 

(B) 135BPermitted Uses. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to general shoreland 

zoning regulations of this Chapter, the provisions of Chapters 30 and 31, Wis. Stats., 

and the provisions of other state and federal laws, if applicable: 

(1) 564BActivities and uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit, but 

which must be carried out without filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, 

tiling or excavating: 

(a) 959BHiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming and boating; 

(b) 960BThe harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, 

berries, tree fruits and tree seeds, in a manner that is not injurious to the 

natural reproduction of such crops; 

(c) 961BThe pasturing of livestock; 

(d) 962BThe cultivation of agricultural crops; 

(e) 963BThe practice of silviculture, including the planting, thinning and 

harvesting of timber; 

(f) 964BThe construction and maintenance of duck blinds. 
(2) 565BUses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit and which may involve 

filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, or excavating to the extent 

specifically provided below: 
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(a) 965BTemporary water level stabilization measures which are necessary to 

alleviate abnormally wet or dry conditions that would have an adverse 

impact on the conduct of silvicultural activities if not corrected; 

(b) 966BDike and dam construction and ditching for the purpose of growing and 

harvesting cranberries; 

(c) 967BDitching, tiling, dredging, excavating or filling done to maintain or repair 

existing agricultural drainage systems only to the extent necessary to 

maintain the level of drainage required to continue the existing agricultural 

use and only where permissible under Sec. 30.20, Wis. Stats. This includes 

the minimum filling necessary for disposal of dredged spoil adjacent to the 

drainage system, provided that dredged spoil is placed on existing spoil 

banks where possible and such filling is permissible under Chapter 30, 

Wis. Stats.; 

(d) 968BLimited excavating and filling necessary for the construction and 

maintenance offences for the pasturing of livestock; 

(e) 969BLimited excavating and filling necessary for the construction and 

maintenance of piers, docks and walkways built on pilings; 

(f) 970BLimited excavating and filling necessary for the maintenance, repair, 

replacement and reconstruction of existing town and county highways and 

bridges. 

(3) 566BUses which are allowed upon the issuance of a zoning permit and which may 

include filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating only to 

the extent specifically provided below: 

(a) 971BThe construction and maintenance of roads which are necessary to conduct 

silvicultural activities or are necessary for agricultural cultivation provided 

that: 

i. 1096BThe road cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the 

wetland; 

ii. 1097BThe road is designed and constructed to minimize the adverse 

impact upon the natural functions of the wetland; 

iii. 1098BThe road is designed and constructed with the minimum cross-

sectional area to serve the intended use; 

iv. 1099BRoad construction activities are carried out in the immediate area 

of the roadbed only; and 

v. 1100BAny filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or 

excavating that is to be done must be necessary for the 

construction or maintenance of the road; 

(b) 972BThe construction and maintenance of nonresidential buildings provided 

that: 

i. 1101BSuch building is essential to and used solely in conjunction with 

the raising of water fowl, minnows or other wetland or aquatic 

animals or a permitted use in the shoreland-wetland district; 

ii. 1102BSuch building cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the 

wetland; 

iii. 1103BSuch building does not exceed five hundred (500) square feet in 

floor area; and is not designed for human habitation; and 
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iv. 1104BOnly limited excavating and filling necessary to provide structural 

support for the building is allowed. 

(c) 973BThe establishment and development of public and private parks and 

recreation areas, natural and outdoor education areas, historic and 

scientific areas, wildlife refuges, game bird and animal farms, fur animal 

farms, shooting preserves, public boat launching ramps and access roads 

used in conjunction with a public boat launching ramp, provided that: 

i. 1105BAny private recreation or wildlife habitat area must be used 

exclusively for that purpose; 

ii. 1106BFilling and excavating necessary for the construction and 

maintenance of public boat launching ramps and access roads is 

allowed only where such construction meets the criteria under 

Subsection (b)(iii) and (a) i-v. 

iii. 1107BDitching, excavating, dredging, dike and dam construction in 

wildlife refuges, game bird and animal farms, fur animal farms and 

shooting preserves is allowed only for the purpose of improving 

wildlife habitat or to otherwise enhance wetland values; 

(d) 974BThe construction and maintenance of electric, gas, telephone, water and 

sewer transmission and distribution lines, and related facilities, by public 

utilities and cooperative associations organized for the purpose of 

producing or furnishing heat, light, power or water to their members, 

provided that: 

i. 1108BThe transmission and distribution lines and related facilities cannot 

as a practical matter be located outside the wetland; and 

ii. 1109BAny filling, excavating, ditching or draining necessary for such 

construction or maintenance is done in a manner designed to 

minimize the adverse impact upon the natural functions of the 

wetland. 

(e) 975BThe construction and maintenance of railroad lines provided that: 

i. 1110BThe railroad lines cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside 

the wetland; and 

ii. 1111BAny filling, excavating, ditching, or draining must be necessary for 

such construction or maintenance and must be done in a manner 

designed to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural 

functions of the wetland. 
(C) 136BProhibited Uses. Any use not listed in Subsection (B) above is prohibited, unless the 

wetland or a portion of the wetland has been rezoned by amendment of this Chapter in 

accordance with Sec. 59.97(5)(c), Wis. Stats., Chapter NR1l5, Wis. Adm. Code and 

Subsection (D) below, 

(D) 137BRezoning of Lands in the Shoreland-Wetland Zoning District. 

(1) 567BFor all proposed text and map amendments to the Shoreland-Wetland District, the 

appropriate district office of the Department shall be provided with the following: 

(a) 976BA copy of every petition for a text or map amendment to the Shoreland-

Wetland District, within five (5) days of the filing of such petition with the 

County Clerk; 
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(b) 977BWritten notice of the public hearing to be held on a proposed amendment, 

at least ten (10) days prior to such hearing; 

(c) 978BA copy of the County Zoning Agency's findings and recommendations on 

each proposed amendment, within ten (10) days after the submission of 

those findings and recommendations to the County Board; and 

(d) 979BWritten notice of the County Board's decision on the proposed 

amendment, within ten (10) days after it is issued. 
(2) 568BA wetland, or a portion thereof, in the Shoreland-Wetland District shall not be 

rezoned if the proposed rezoning may result in a significant adverse impact upon 

any of the following: 

(a) 980BStorm and flood water storage capacity; 

(b) 981BMaintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a 

wetland, the recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or 

the flow of groundwater through a wetland; 

(c) 982BFiltering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic 

compounds that would otherwise drain into navigable waters; 

(d) 983BShoreline protection against soil erosion; 

(e) 984BFish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds; 

(f) 985BWildlife habitat; or 

(g) 986BAreas of special recreational, scenic or scientific interest, including scarce 

wetland types. 

(3) 569BIf the Department has notified the County Zoning Agency that a proposed 

amendment to the shoreland-wetland provisions of this Chapter may have a 

significant adverse impact upon any of the criteria listed in Subsection (D)(2) 

above, that amendment, if approved by the County Board, shall contain the 

following provision: This amendment shall not take effect until more than thirty 

(30) days have elapsed since written notice of the County Board's approval of this 

amendment was mailed to the Department of Natural Resources. During that 

thirty (30) day period the Department of Natural Resources may notify the County 

Board that it will adopt a superseding shoreland ordinance for the County under 

Sec. 59.692(6). Wis. Stats. If the Department does so notify the County Board, the 

effect of this amendment shall be stayed until the Sec. 59.692(6), Wis. Stats., 

adoption procedure is completed or otherwise terminated. 
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Section34B 9.4.14  Zoning Schedule, Non-Shoreland Dimensional Requirements  

 
 R-1 RR-1 R-2 R-3 A-1 A-2 C-1 I-1 I-2 F-1 

BUILDING HEIGHT LIMIT 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 60 60 35 

REQUIRED LOT AREA(SQ FT)           

With Public Sewer 15,000 *2 15,000*2 40,000 5 acres 20 acres 35 acres 10,000 1 acre 10 acres 10,000 

Without Public Sewer 60,000*6 60,000*6 80,000*6 5 acres 20 acres 35 acres 20,000*3 1 acre 10 acres 60,000*6 

MINIMUM LOT WIDTH (FT)           

With Public Sewer 125 125 200 200 200 200 75 200 200 100 

Without Public Sewer 150 150 200    100    

YARDS REQUIRED           

Front 30 30 45 50 50 50 10 50 50 30 

Side           

Principal Building 10 10 25 20 20 20 10 20 20 10 

Accessory Building 5 5 10 10 10 10 5 10 10 5 

Rear 25*1 25*1 40 50 50 50 20 50 50 40 

FLOOR AREA, RESIDENCES (sqft) *4           

3 or more bedrooms 900 700 900 900 900 900 700 700 700 700 

2 bedrooms 800 600 800 800 800 800 600 600 600 700 

1 bedroom 700 500 700 700 700 700 500 500 500 500 

 
*1 Unless specified elsewhere in this ordinance or on the official zoning map, the dimensional requirements of this schedule shall apply to the respective listed districts. Requirements for the 

W-1: Resource Conservation,  
SP-1: Shoreland Protection, and PUD: Planned Unit Development are contained on the official zoning map. 

*2 Minimum for one-family dwellings; and 8,250 or each additional unit over one. 
*3 Plus any additional area required by Sec. 85.093, Wis. Adm. Code. 
*4 Includes liveable basement area 

*5 Plus 15,000.additional square feet for each habitable unit. 
*6 Plus 20,000 square feet for each additional habitable unit.
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Section35B 9.4.15 Shoreland Protection Overlay. 

 

(A) 138BPurpose. For the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, convenience, and 

welfare, this Chapter has been established to further the maintenance of safe and 

healthful conditions and prevent and control water pollution through: 

(1) 570BLimiting structures to those areas where soil and geological conditions will 

provide a safe foundation. 

(2) 571BEstablishing minimum lot sizes to provide adequate area for private sewage 

disposal facilities. 

(3) 572BControlling filling and grading to prevent serious soil erosion problems. 

(B) 140BProtect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life through: 

(1) 573BPreserving wetlands and other fish and aquatic habitat. 

(2) 574BRegulating pollution sources. 

(3) 575BControlling shoreline alterations, dredging and lagooning. 

(C) 141BControl building sites, placement of structures and land uses through: 

(1) 576BSeparating conflicting land uses. 

(2) 577BProhibiting certain uses detrimental to the shoreland area. 

(3) 578BSetting minimum lot sizes and widths. 

(4) 579BRegulating side yards and building setbacks from waterways. 

(D) 142BPreserve shore cover and natural beauty through: 

(1) 580BRestricting the removal of natural shoreland cover. 

(2) 581BPreventing shoreline encroachment by structures. 

(3) 582BControlling shoreland excavation and other earth moving activities. 

(4) 583BRegulating the use and placement of boathouses and other structures. 

 

Section36B 9.4.16 General Provisions. 

 

143BArea covered by this shoreland protection overlay shall include all the lands (referred to as 

shorelands) in the unincorporated areas of Iron County which are: 
 

(A) 144BWithin one thousand (1,000) feet of the ordinary high watermark of navigable lakes, 

ponds or flowages. Lakes, ponds or flowages in Iron County shall be presumed to be 

navigable if they are listed in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

publication “Surface Water Resources of Iron County” or shown on USGS maps. 

(B) 145BWithin three hundred (300) feet of the ordinary highwater mark of navigable rivers 

and streams, or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. 

Rivers and streams in Iron County shall be presumed to be navigable if they are 

designated as either continuous or intermittent waterways on the United States 

Geological Survey quadrangle maps. Flood Hazard Boundary Maps. Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps. Flood Boundary-Floodway Maps. County Soil Survey Maps or other 

existing County floodplain zoning maps used to delineate floodplain areas which have 

been adopted by Iron County, shall be used to determine the extent of the floodplain 

of navigable rivers or streams in Iron County. 

(C) 146BDeterminations of navigability and ordinary highwater mark shall initially be made by 

the Zoning Administrator. When questions arise, the Zoning Administrator shall 
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contact the appropriate district office of the Department for a final determination of 

navigability or ordinary highwater mark. 

(D) 147BWithin the Shoreland Protection Overlay Area established by this Article of this 

Chapter any uses, including accessory and conditional uses, which are permitted or 

authorized in the underlying districts shall be subject to the shoreland provisions of 

this Chapter. 

 
Section37B 9.4.17 Shoreland Regulations. 

 

(A) 148BSetback. For lots that abut on navigable waters the following setback regulations 

shall apply: 

(1) 584BAll permanent structures, except piers, boat hoists and boathouses shall be set 

back seventy-five (75) feet from the ordinary high water mark of navigable 

waters. Boathouses or similar structures which require a waterfront location shall 

not be used for habitation nor extend closer than six (6) feet from the ordinary 

high water mark and cannot be over two hundred forty (240) square feet in size or 

exceed twelve (12) feet in maximum height. Boathouses can be used only for the 

storage of water craft and associated materials. 

(2) 585BA setback equal to the average setback of existing principal buildings within five 

hundred (500) feet of a proposed building site, shall be permitted where such 

existing buildings do not conform with the appropriate setback line. A minimum 

setback of forty (40) feet shall be required in all such cases. 

(3) 586BThe County Zoning Administrator shall determine the ordinary high water mark 

where not established. 

(B) 149BRemoval of Shoreline Cover.  The cutting of trees and shrubbery shall be regulated 

to protect natural beauty, control erosion, and reduce the flow of effluents, sediments 

and nutrients from the shoreland area. In the strip of land 35 feet wide inland from the 

ordinary high water mark (shoreland buffer protection area), no more than thirty (30) 

feet in any one hundred (100) feet shall be clearcut. In shoreland areas more than 

thirty five (35) feet inland, trees and shrub cutting shall be governed by consideration 

of the effect on water quality and consideration of sound forestry practices, including 

The Forestry Best Management Practices for Water Quality Field Manual, and soil 

conservation practices. The tree and shrubbery cutting regulations required by this 

section shall not apply to the removal of dead, diseased or dying trees or shrubbery. 

However, the act of purposely damaging (i.e. girdling or ring barking) healthy trees is 

strictly prohibited. See Section 9.4.17 (D)(1) for limitations on land alteration 

activities. 

(C) 150BCommercial Forestry. From the inland edge of the thirty-five (35) foot strip to the 

outer limits of the shoreland, the commercial harvesting of trees shall be allowed 

when accomplished under accepted forest management practices. The maintenance 

and improvement of water quality shall be emphasized in all timber harvesting 

operations. The purpose of this order will favor long-lived species adapted to the site 

and will prescribes lash disposal methods necessary for aesthetic value. 

(D) 151BLand Alteration. 

(1) 587BThere shall be a shoreland buffer protection area extending from the ordinary high 

water mark to thirty five (35) feet inland. All filling, grading, lagooning, 
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dredging, ditching and excavating will be prohibited in this area with the 

following exceptions: 

(a) 987BFor the purpose of Shoreland Restoration. 

(b) 988BFor the removal of structures. 

(c) 989BFor the purpose of construction and removal of outfall structures. 

(d) 990BFor the purpose of maintaining existing roadways. 

(e) 991BFor work done under Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources permitting. 

(2) 588BFilling, grading, lagooning, dredging, ditching and excavating in the area 

extending inland of the thirty five (35) foot shoreland buffer protection area 

requires an Iron County Land Use Permit in accordance with Section 9.2.2 and 

may be permitted only in accord with State law and where protection against 

erosion, sedimentation and impairment of fish and aquatic life has been assured. 

(3) 589BFilling, grading, lagooning, dredging, ditching or excavating in a shoreland-

wetland district may be permitted only if the requirements listed in Section 

9.4.13(B)(2) and(3) of the Shoreland-Wetland District are met. 

(4) 590BA state or federal permit may be required, in addition to a permit under this 

Chapter ,if State or federal laws are applicable to the filling, grading, lagooning, 

dredging ,ditching or excavating that is proposed. 

(5) 591BA stairway, walkway or lift is permitted in the shoreland setback area only when 

it is essential to provide pedestrian access to the pier because of steep slopes, 

rocky or wet, unstable soils, and when the following conditions are met: 

(a) 992BThere are no other locations or facilities on the property which allow 

adequate access to a pier. Only one stairway or one lift is allowed, not 

both, except where there is an existing stairway and the lift will be 

mounted to or is immediately adjacent to the existing stairway. 

(b) 993BSuch structures shall be placed on the most visually inconspicuous route to 

the shoreline and shall avoid environmentally sensitive areas. 

(c) 994BVegetation which stabilizes slopes or screens structural development from 

view shall not be removed. 

(d) 995BStructures shall be colored and screened by vegetation so as to be 

inconspicuous when viewed against the shoreline. 

(e) 996BCanopies, roofs and sides are prohibited. Open railings may be provided 

where required for safety. 

(f) 997BA maximum width of four (4) feet (outside dimension) is allowed for 

stairways, walkways and lifts. 

(g) 998BLandings are allowed when required for safety purposes and shall not 

exceed forty (40) square feet. Attached benches, seats, tables, etc., are 

prohibited. 

(h) 999BStairways, walkways and lifts shall be supported on piles or footings. Any 

filling, grading or excavation that is proposed must meet the requirements 

of Section 9.4.17.  

 

Section 38B 9.4.18 Shoreland Regulations - Lake and Navigable Rivers and Streams Class 

Development Standards. 

 

(A) 152BStatutory Authorization, Findings of Fact, Statement of Purpose and Policy 
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(1) 592BStatutory Authorization. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the 

authorization in ss 59.69, 59.692, 59.694, 87.30 and 281.31, Stats. 

s. 59.69 - General county planning and zoning authority. 

s. 59-692 - Duty to adopt shoreland zoning imposed on Counties. 

s. 59.694 - County Board of Adjustment authority, composition and duties. 

s. 87.30 -  DNR procedures to adopt shoreland zoning for noncompliant county. 

s. 281.31 -  General program objectives and authority for counties, towns, cities and 

villages to adopt and administer shoreland zoning. 

NR 115 (Wisconsin Administrative Code) - State shoreland zoning standards for 

counties. 

(2) 593BFinding of Fact. Uncontrolled use of the shorelands and pollution of the 

navigable waters of Iron County would adversely affect the public health, safety, 

convenience and general welfare and impair the tax base. The legislature of 

Wisconsin has delegated responsibility to the counties to further the maintenance 

of safe and healthful conditions; prevent and control water pollution; protect 

spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; control building sites, placement of 

structures and land uses; and to preserve shore cover and natural beauty. This 

responsibility is hereby recognized by Iron County, Wisconsin. 

(3) 594BPurpose. For the purpose of promoting “the public health, safety, convenience 

and welfare, this ordinance has been established to: 

(a) 1000BFurther the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions and prevent and 

control water pollution through:  

i. 1112BLimiting structures to those areas where soil and geological 

conditions will provide a safe foundation. 

ii. 1113BEstablishing minimum lot sizes to provide adequate area for 

private sewage disposal facilities. 

iii. 1114BControlling filling and grading to prevent serious soil erosion 

problems. 

(b) 1001BProtect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life through: 

i. 1115BPreserving wetlands and other fish and aquatic habitat. 

ii. 1116BRegulating pollution sources. 

iii. 1117BControlling shoreline alterations, dredging and lagooning. 

(c) 1002BControl building sites, placement of structures and land uses through: 

i. 1118BSeparating conflicting land uses. 

ii. 1119BProhibiting certain uses detrimental to the shoreland area. 

iii. 1120BSetting minimum lot sizes and widths. 

iv. 1121BRegulating side yards and building setbacks from waterways. 

(d) 1003BPreserve shore cover and natural beauty through: 

i. 1122BRestricting the removal of natural shoreland cover. 

ii. 1123BPreventing shoreline encroachment by structures. 

iii. 1124BControlling shoreland excavation and other earth moving activities. 

iv. 1125BRegulating the use and placement of boathouses and other 

structures. 

(4) 595BPolicy. The following policy statements will be guidelines for implementing Iron 

County's Inland Lakes and Navigable Rivers and Streams Classification System 

and accompanying ordinance changes: 
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(a) 1004BIt is the intent of the Iron County Board of Supervisors to preserve the 

natural and scenic qualities of the lakes and shorelines in the County. 

(b) 1005BThe County Board of Supervisors recognizes that different lakes within 

the County have varying natural conditions that affect their environmental 

sensitivity or vulnerability to shoreland development. In recognition of 

this fact, the Lakes and Navigable Rivers and Streams Classification 

System needs to take into account the relative vulnerability of each 

waterbody based on lake surface area, lake depth, lake type, length of 

shoreline, and size of watershed. 

(c) 1006BThe County Board of Supervisors desires to balance the needs for 

environmental protection and responsible stewardship with reasonable use 

of private property and economic development. 

(d) 1007BLakes that are environmentally-sensitive and in pristine or near-pristine 

undeveloped condition should receive the highest level of protection. 

(e) 1008BFuture development and land divisions on lakes that are in a developed or 

partially developed condition should be carefully managed to prevent 

overcrowding that would diminish the value of the resource and existing 

shoreland property, minimize nutrient loading, protect water quality, 

preserve spawning grounds, fish and wildlife habitats, and natural shore 

cover. 

(B) 153BLake and Navigable Rivers and Streams Class Development Standards. 

(1) 596BAfter adoption of this section, or an amendment thereto, no lot area shall be so 

reduced that the dimensional and yard requirements required by this ordinance 

cannot be met. Parcels of land existing and of record shall meet the minimum 

requirements of Section 9.4.17 and lots existing of record, i.e., documented by 

recording of metes and bounds description; or a Certified Survey Map; or a 

recorded platted subdivision, but of substandard size to the Lake and Navigable 

Rivers and Streams Class Development Standards are hereby not nonconforming 

to the parcel size, provided such parcels existed prior to the effective date of Title 

9, Chapter 1, Section 22 of the Iron County Code of Ordinances. 

(2) 597BThe following classification lists identify lakes named in “Surface Water 

Resources of Iron County”, published by Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources and appearing by name on the 1:24000 scale topographic maps 

published by the U.S. Geological Survey, commonly referred to as the U.S.G.S. 

Quadrangle Maps. All unnamed lakes listed in the “Surface Water Resources of 

Iron County”, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, all named lakes 50 

acres and under in size, and lakes greater than 50 acres in size with vulnerability 

scores of 9 or less are considered Class 2 protection lakes. All lakes greater than 

50 acres in size and with a vulnerability score of 10 or greater will be Class 1 

protection lakes.  

In addition, any lake inadvertently omitted from the “Surface Water Resources of 

Iron County” over 50 acres in size with be classified according to available 

information and non-listed lakes under 50 acres in size will be considered Class 2 

protection lakes.  
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It should be noted that Iron County's shoreline regulation jurisdiction extends only 

to those portions of shoreline outside the boundaries of any incorporated 

municipality.  

Development standards for rivers and streams refer to all rivers and streams in 

Iron County deemed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to be 

navigable shall be Class 2 waters.  

There are unnamed lakes that have “local” names and for the purpose of this 

classification are considered Class 2 lakes.  

Wherever the term “lake” or “shoreland” is used in this Ordinance, it includes 

navigable rivers and streams as deemed by the Department of Natural Resources. 

(3) 598BDimensional requirements are contained in Section 9.4.14, Zoning Schedule, as 

an addendum dated the effective date of August 12th, 1998. 

(4) 599BCLASS 1 

600BBearskull 

Big Pine 

Birch 

Cathering 

Cedar 

Clear 

Echo 

Fisher 

Flambeau Flowage 

Gile Flowage 

Grand Portage 

Island 

Lake of the Falls 

Little Turtle 

Long 

Lower Springstead 

Marth 

McDermott 

Mercer 

Moose 

Muskie 

Oxbow 

Pardee 

Pike 

Pine 

Randall 

Rice 

Sandy Beach 

Second Black 

South Bass 

Spider 

Stone 

Third Black 

Trude 

Upper Springstead 

Upson 

Virgin 

Weber 
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(5) 601BCLASS 2 

Allen 

Altman 

American 

Barbara 

Barrel Spring 

Bass 

Bass 

Bear 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Belding 

Black 

Bluegill 

Boot 

Brandt 

Brandt 

Brush 

Camp 

Cap Henry 

Charnley 

Cile 

Courtland 

Cramer 

Cranberry 

Cranberry 

Creeds Flowage 

Crystal 

Cub 

Davis 

Dead Horse 

Deer 

Deer Trail 

Dollar 

Dorothy 

Doud 

DuPage 

Duck 

Duck 

East ReImer 

East Twin 

Emerson 

Ess 

Evelyn 

Fat 

Fawn 

Feeley 

Ferry 

Fierek 

First Black 

Flannagan 

Fox 

French 

Frog 

Geyser 

Goose 

Grant 

Grey 

Hall 

Harper 

Hawk 

Hay Creek Flowage 

Hazel 

Hewitt 

Hill 

Hobbs 

Horseshoe 

Hourglass 

Island 

Jankewitz 

Jeannie 

Judd 

Julia 

July 

June 

Kelly 

Keough 

Kinder 

Krupka 

Kyle 

Lac de Beaumont 

Lake Fifteen 

Lake Nine 

Lake Six 

Lake Ten 

Lavina 

Leach 

Lehto 

Lipp 
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CLASS 2, CONTINUED 

Little Bear 

Little Cap Henry 

Little Martha 

Little Moose 

Little Muskie 

Little Oak 

Little Oxbow 

Little Pike 

Little Pine 

Lost 

Lost 

Maid 

Margaret 

Marty 

May 

McCarthy 

Minnow 

Mirror 

Mud 

Munnomin 

Mystery 

Negani 

Net 

Nokomis 

Norma 

North Bass 

North Grant 

North Negro 

North Pine 

North Sister 

North Twin 

Norway Pine 

O'Brien 

Oak 

Obedash 

One Man 

Oriole 

Otter 

Owl 

Paul 

Payment 

Plantation 

Pleasant 

Popko 

  Pork & Beans 

Reservation Line 

Rice 

Roberts Springs 

Ruby 

Ruth 

Sack 

San Domingo 

Sand 

Saskatoon 

Saxon Falls Flowage 

Sells 

Seven Acres 

Shay 

Shine 

Shirley 

Smith 

South Sister 

South Twin 

Spinnet 

Spring 

Sugar 

Superior Falls Flowage 

Swamp 

Tahoe 

Tamarack 

Teal 

Thomas 

Trap 

Twin 

Vincent 

Viola 

Voss 

Wallace 

Weber 

West Randall 

West Twin 

Wilson 

Woods 

Woodson 
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(6) 602BLake Access. All private lake access easements; or outlots; deeded or contractual 

accesses for the purpose of lake access shall meet the following requirements: 

(a) 1009BThe access to a navigable waterway for backlot or offshore development 

shall meet the minimum lot and parcel size requirements of the Lake Class 

Development Standards. The lot width shall be measured at right angles at 

all points along its side lot lines and the minimum required lot area shall 

exclude any wetlands. A continuous buffer area of 25 feet along each side 

lot line running the full depth of the lot shall remain in its natural state. 

The cutting of vegetation or trees or the construction/placement of 

buildings within the buffer zone is prohibited. 

(b) 1010BThe number of single family lots, building sites, single family units or 

single family condominium units utilizing said access shall be limited to 

four (4). 

(c) 1011BOnly one (1) accessory building will be allowed on the lake access parcel 

meeting the requirements of Section 9.5.7; except that actual boat storage 

and/or the connection of any pressurized water system is prohibited. 

(d) 1012BThe creation or use of land for a lake access shall be by conditional use 

only in the R- 1 and RR-1 zone districts in accordance with Section 9.4.1 

and Section 9.4.2. The Zoning Committee shall consider the size, shape, 

depth, present and potential use of the lake, and the effect of the private 

access on public rights in navigable waters.  
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(7) 603BDimensional Requirements 

   

DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS FOR ALL ZONING DISTRICTS WITHIN A 

SHORELAND AREA:  R-1, RR-1, R-2, R-3, A-1, A-2, C-1, I-1, I-2 & F-1 

Lakes 

classification 

Lot  

sizes 

For each single 

family dwelling 

unit lot width 

Shorelin

e setback 

Lot 

depth 

Vegetation 

removal 

Side yard 

setback for all 

structures 

Class 1 
40,000 sq ft 

*80,000 
200 ft 

*400 ft 
75 ft 200 ft 

30 ft corridor 

within 35 feet 

of shore 

10 ft minimum 

40 ft minimum 

total 

Class 2 
90,000 sq ft 

*180,000 
300 ft 

*600 ft 
75 ft 300 ft 

30 ft corridor 

within 35 feet 

of shore 

10 ft minimum 

40 ft minimum 

total 

Rivers & streams 
90,000 sq ft 

*180,000 

300 ft 

*600 ft 
75 ft 300 ft 

30 ft corridor 

within 35 feet 

of shore 

10 ft minimum 

40 ft minimum 

total 

 

Note: * = two family dwelling units per lot 
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Article V. 4BGeneral Regulations 

 

Section39B 9.5.1 Application of Regulations. 

 

The use of any land or water; the size, shape, and placement of lots; the use, size, height, 

type, and location of structures thereon; and the provisions for open spaces shall be in 

compliance with the regulations set forth on the “Official Zoning Map, Iron County, 

Wisconsin”, and in the text of this Chapter. 

 

Section40B 9.5.2 Setback Requirements on Highways and Roads. 

 
(A) 154BAll state and U.S. numbered highways are hereby designated Class A highways. The 

setback line for Class A highways and for any other roads designated as major roads 

on official maps in effect in the County shall be one hundred ten (110) feet from the 

centerline of the highway or fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is 

greater. 

(B) 155BAll County trunk highways not otherwise designated as Class A highways are hereby 

designated Class B highways. The setback for Class B highways and for roads 

designated as arterial roads on official maps in effect in the County shall be seventy-

five (75) feet from the centerline of such highway or forty-two (42) feet from the 

right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

(C) 156BAll town roads not otherwise designated Class A or Class B highways are hereby 

designated Class C highways. The setback for Class C highways and for streets other 

than major and arterial roads designated as such on official maps in effect in the 

County shall be sixty-three (63) feet from the centerline of the highway or thirty (30) 

feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

(D) 157BA setback equal to the average setback of existing principal buildings, located within 

five hundred (500) feet of a proposed building site and on the same side of the street, 

shall be permitted where five (5) of these buildings do not conform with the 

appropriate setback line. 

(E) 158BMinor, readily removable structures such as open fences or signs permitted by this 

Chapter may be placed within setback lines. Public utility equipment without 

permanent foundations is also permitted. When deemed necessary by the County 

Zoning Committee in connection with development such as highway improvement 

programs, property owners and public utilities may be required to remove, at their 

own expense and without right-of-compensation, any such structures erected within 

setback lines. 
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Section41B 9.5.3 Visual Clearance at Intersections. 

 
(A) 159BExcept as provided in subsection (B) of this section, in each quadrant of every street 

intersection there shall be designated a visual clearance triangle bounded by the street 

centerline and a line connecting them 300 feet from a Class A highway intersection, 

250 feet from a Class B highway, and 200 feet from a Class C highway intersection. 

If two (2) highways of a different class intersect, the largest distance shall apply to 

both centerlines. Within this triangle, no object over two and one half (2 ½) feet in 

height above these streets shall be allowed if it obstructs the view across the triangle. 

Posts or open fences are excluded from this provision. Tree trunks shall be exempt 

where they are unbranched to a height of ten feet and located a minimum of 30 feet 

apart. 

(B) 160BThe visual clearance triangle in the following unincorporated areas of the following 

towns shall be determined as follows: 

(1) 604BOn a corner lot in said areas, no fence, wall, hedge, planting or structure shall be 

erected, placed, planted or allowed to grow in such a manner as to obstruct vision 

between a height of two and one-half (2 ½) feet and ten (10) feet above the 

centerline grades of the intersecting streets in the area bounded by the street lines 

of such corner lots and a line joining the points along said street lines twenty-five 

(25) feet from the point of intersection. 

(2) 605BIn the case of arterial streets intersecting with other arterial streets or railways, the 

corner cutoff distances establishing the triangular vision clearance space shall be 

increased to fifty (50) feet. 

(C) 161BTown of Saxon - Commencing at the intersection of State Highway No. 122 and 

Defer Street, which is the Point-of Beginning of this description, thence along Defer 

Street to the intersection of Defer Street and School Street, thence along School Street 

to the intersection of School Street and Page Street, thence along Page Street to the 

intersection of Page Street and Church Street, thence along Church Street to the 

intersection of Church Street and State Highway No. 122, thence along State 

Highway No. 122 to the Point-of Beginning. The Visual Clearance triangle provisions 

of this description extends to adjacent lots. 

(D) 162BTown of Knight - Commencing at the intersection of State Highway 77 and Buckeye 

Street, which is the Point-of Beginning of this description, thence along Buckeye 

Street to the intersection of Buckeye Street and Severance Street, thence along 

Severance Street to the intersection of Severance Street and Jackson Street, thence 

along Jackson Street to the intersection of Jackson Street and Corrigan Street, thence 

along Corrigan Street to the intersection of Corrigan Street and Johnson Street, thence 

along Johnson Street to the intersection of Johnson Street and State Highway 77, 

thence along Highway 77 to the Point-of- Beginning. 

(E) 163BTown of Mercer - Commencing at the intersection of US Highway 51 and Iron 

County Trunk Highway J, which is the Point-of-Beginning of this description, thence 

along Iron County Trunk Highway J to the intersection of Iron County Trunk 

Highway J and Railroad Street, thence along Railroad Street to the intersection of 

Railroad Street and Lakeview Avenue, thence along Lakeview Avenue to the 

intersection of Lakeview Avenue and US Highway 51, thence along US Highway 51 

to the intersection of US Highway 51 and Garnet Street, thence along the Garnet 
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Street to the intersection of Garnet Street and Vaughn Street, thence along Vaughn 

Street to the intersection Vaughn Street and an unnamed alley, thence along the 

unnamed alley to the intersection of the unnamed alley to Statehouse Circle, thence 

along Statehouse Circle to the intersection of Statehouse Circle and US Highway 51, 

to the Point-of-Beginning. 

(F) 164BTown of Anderson - Commencing at the intersection of State Highway 77 and Fuller 

Avenue, which is the Point-of- Beginning of this description, thence along Fuller 

Avenue to the intersection of Fuller Avenue and 4th Street, thence along 4th Street to 

the intersection of 4th Street and State Highway 122, thence along State Highway 122 

to the intersection of State Highway 122 and Upson Park Road, thence along Upson 

Park Road to the intersection of Upson Park Road and Hoyt Avenue, thence along 

Hoyt Avenue to the intersection of Hoyt Avenue and State Highway 77, thence along 

State Highway 77 to the Point-of-Beginning. 

(G) 165BTown of Pence - Commencing at the intersection of State Highway 77 and Birch 

Street, which is the Point-of- Beginning of this description, thence along Birch Street 

to the intersection of Birch Street and Allison Street, thence along Allison Street to 

the intersection of Allison Street and Cedar Street, thence along Cedar Street to the 

intersection of Cedar Street and Hibbert Street, thence along Hibbert Street to the 

intersection of Hibbert Street and Linden Street, thence along Linden Street to the 

intersection of Linden Street and Whiteside Street, thence along Whiteside Street to 

the intersection of Whiteside Street and Hemlock Street, thence along Hemlock Street 

to the intersection of Hemlock Street and State Highway 77, thence along State 

Highway 77 to the Point-of-Beginning. 
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Section42B 9.5.4 Access Driveways. 

(A) 166BAccess driveways to highways from abutting properties shall comply with the 

following requirements: 

 

Class of Highway 

 

Min. Distance of 

Hwy. Frontage 

Between Access 

Driveways 

for Separate 

Land Uses 

 

Minimum Distance Access 

Driveways May Be Located 

to the Right-of-Way of 

an Intersecting Highway 

 

Minimum Distance 

between Access 

Driveways per 

parcel 

Class A Highways 

Federal Aid Primary 

Highways 300 feet 300 feet 

200 feet 

Federal Aid Secondary 

Highways 250 feet 250 feet 

150 feet 

Class B Highways 150 feet 150 feet 

150 feet 

Class C Highways 0 feet 75 feet 

75 feet 

 

 

(B) 167BWhere there is more than one lot abutting on Class A and Class B Highways between 

access driveways, a service road of not less than 50 feet right- of-way shall be 

provided across the entire frontage of each lot unless a temporary access permit has 

been granted with the approval of the agency having jurisdiction over the highway. 

Use of access is limited to the use authorized in the temporary access permit. This 

permit would be revocable when a frontage road is provided. 

(C) 168BThe maximum number and width of access driveways to highways and service roads 

shall be as follows: 

 

Type of Access 

Driveway 

 

Maximum Number of 

Access Driveways 

 

Maximum Width of 

Access Driveways 

 

Commercial and 

Industrial Land Uses 2 35 feet 

Other Land Uses 2 24 feet 

 

(D) 169BWhen cross-overs in median strips have been provided, access driveways shall be 

directly opposite these cross-overs. 

  



 

41 | T i t l e  9    Iron County Code of Ordinances 
 

Section43B 9.5.5 Excessive Height Permitted. 

(A) 170BHeights of the following structures may exceed ordinance limits for the district in 

which they are to be located with the approval of the County Zoning Committee: 

(1) 606BCooling towers. 

(2) 607BPenthouses. 

(3) 608BStacks. 

(4) 609BLookout towers. 

(5) 610BSilos. 

(6) 611BWindmills. 

(7) 612BWater towers. 

(8) 613BSpires. 

(9) 614BRadio and television aerials. 

(10) 615BMasts. 

(11) 616BAntennae and necessary mechanical appurtenances. 

 

Section44B 9.5.6 Lot Sizes. 

 

(A) 171BAfter adoption of this Chapter, no lot area shall be so reduced that the dimensional 

and yard requirements required by this Chapter cannot be met. Lot existing and of 

record prior to adoption of this Chapter but of substandard size, may be devoted to 

uses permitted in the district in which located. 

(B) 172BIf two (2) or more substandard lots with continuous frontage have the same ownership 

as of the effective date of this Chapter, the lots involved shall be considered to be an 

individual parcel for the purposes of this Chapter. 

(C) 173BLots created after adoption of this Chapter and which are not served by public sewer 

systems shall meet minimum area requirements of the Iron County Sanitary Code and 

the Iron County Subdivision Control Ordinance. Any shoreland lot shall meet the 

dimensional requirements as listed on the Zoning Schedule. 

 

Section45B 9.5.7 Accessory Uses and Structures. 

 

(A) 174BAny permanent structure serving as an accessory use, if attached to the principal 

building, shall be considered a part of the principal building. If such structure is a 

building and is not attached to the principal building, it shall conform to the setback, 

and other dimensional requirements of the district within which it is located. 
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Section46B 9.5.8 Drainage, Sanitation and Water Supply. 

 

(A) 175BNo principal building shall be erected, structurally altered, or relocated on land which 

is not adequately drained at all times by reason of adverse soil conditions, steep 

slopes, shallow impermeable bedrock, periodic flooding, or where the lowest floor 

level is less than four (4) feet above the highest groundwater level. 

(B) 176BNo principal building intended for human use or occupancy shall be erected, 

structurally altered, or relocated on a lot, unless provision is made for safe and 

adequate facilities for water supply and disposal of sewage in accordance with the 

regulations of the Iron County Sanitary Code and the appropriate requirements of the 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(C) 177BThe County Zoning Administrator shall not hereafter authorize a building to be 

erected, structurally altered, or relocated which has a private waste disposal system 

unless the plans for the system have been reviewed in accordance with the provisions 

of the Iron County Sanitary Code, and a sanitary permit has been issued. Private 

sewage disposal systems for dwelling units shall meet the location requirements of the 

Iron County Sanitary Code and the Sanitary Code and the applicable minimum 

standards of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(D) 178BWhere connection is not made to a public water system, no residential use shall be 

permitted unless provision is made for a safe and adequate supply of drinking water 

located on the premises. 

(E) 179BPlanned unit developments shall be served by sewage facilities which meet the 

requirements of the Iron County Sanitary Code and the applicable minimum standards 

of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 

Section47B 9.5.9 Private Sewage System Regulations. 

 

(A) 180BAdoption. 

(1) 617BPursuant to Sec. 59.70(5), Wis. Stats., the Iron County Board of Supervisors 

hereby adopts the Iron County private sewage system ordinance. 

(2) 618BThis Section shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 145, Wis. Stats. , and all 

subsequent rules and regulations promulgated thereunder regarding private 

sewage systems. 

(3) 619BThis Section shall not be more lenient nor stringent than the rules and regulations 

promulgated pursuant to Chapter 145, Wis. Stats. 

(B) 181BDefinitions. The following definitions shall be applicable in this Section: 

(1) 620BAlternative Systems .A state-approved substitute for a standard designed septic 

tank or soil absorption area. This includes: 

(a) 1013BHolding tanks. 

(b) 1014BThe construction of a mound system to dispose of private sewage effluent 

in areas where soils are inadequate due to bedrock, high ground water or 

slowly permeable soils. 

(c) 1015BAny private system which the State of Wisconsin may approve. 

(2) 621BDepartment. The Department of Safety and Professional Services.  
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(3) 622BIssuing Agent. The County office, department, committee, position or employee 

assigned the duties of administering the private sewage system program by the 

County Board. 

(4) 623BMilkhouse Waste. The discharge of any waste water created by the: 

(a) 1016BWashing and rinsing of milk utensils and tanks. 

(b) 1017BWashing down interior of milkhouse. 

(5) 624BPrivate Sewage System. A sewage treatment and disposal system serving a single 

structure with a septic tank and soil absorption field located on the same parcel as 

the structure; an alternative sewage system approved by the department including 

a substitute for the septic tank or soil absorption field, a holding tank, a system 

serving more than one (1) structure or a system located on a different parcel than 

the structure; and may be owned by the property owner or by a special purpose 

district. 

(6) 625BPrivy. A structure which has no plumbing or water under pressure and the primary 

use is to contain human wastes. 

(7) 626BSanitary Permit. A permit issued by the department or the issuing agent for the 

installation of a private sewage system. 

(C) 182BIssuing Agent. The Zoning Administrator shall act as the Iron County issuing agent 

and is hereby assigned the duties of administering the private sewage system program. 

(D) 183BSanitary Permit. 

(1) 627BValidity. 

(a) 1018BNo person may install a private sewage system unless the owner of the 

property on which the private sewage system is to be installed holds a 

valid sanitary permit. 

(b) 1019BNo person may sell at retail a septic tank. for installation unless the 

purchaser holds a valid sanitary permit. 

(c) 1020BA sanitary permit is valid for two (2) years from the date of issue and 

renewable for similar periods thereafter. 

(d) 1021BA sanitary permit may be transferred from the holder to a subsequent 

owner of the land, except that the subsequent owner must obtain a new 

copy of the sanitary permit from the issuing agent. 

(2) 628BApplication Forms. The issuing agent shall use the sanitary permit forms 

provided by the department. 

(3) 629BApplication Process. 

(a) 1022BThe applicant shall submit the completed sanitary permit application to the 

issuing agent. 

(b) 1023BThe issuing agent shall review the certified soil tester reports for the 

proposed private sewage systems and verify the report at the proposed site, 

if necessary. 

(c) 1024BThe issuing agent shall approve or disapprove applications for sanitary 

permits and assist applicants in preparing an approvable application. 

i. 1126BThe issuing agent shall issue written notice to each applicant 

whose sanitary permit application is disapproved. Each notice 

shall: 

State the specific reasons for disapproval and amendments to the 

application, if any, which would render the application approvable. 
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Inform the applicant of the right to appeal and the procedures for 
conducting an appeal under Chapter 68. Wis. Stats. 

(E) 184BPermit Fees. The fee for sanitary permits shall be as established by resolution of the 

Iron County Board of Supervisors.  

(F) 185BOther Fees. A copy of the current fee schedule shall be kept on file in the office of 

the County Zoning Administrator 

(G) 186BInspection. 

(1) 630BThe issuing agent shall inspect or cause the inspection of all private sewage 

systems after construction, but before backfilling no later than the end of the next 

workday, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, after receiving notice from 

the plumber in charge. 

(2) 631BThe issuing agent shall file reports and conduct surveys and inspections as 

required by the County or the department. 

(3) 632BA maintenance program, which requires inspection of all new or replacement 

private sewage systems at least once every three (3) years. The owner of a system 

subject to the maintenance program must be required to submit to the County a 

certification form (to be provided by the County) every three (3) years, signed by 

the owner and signed by a licensed plumber, licensed pumper, licensed POWTS 

Inspector, licensed POWTS maintainer or restricted plumber licensed under 

Chapter 145, Wis. Stats., a person licensed under Sec. 281.48(3), Wis. Stats., or 

by a County or State employee designated by the department, who has inspected 

the system. The form shall require certification that the system is in proper 

operating condition, and that after inspection, and pumping if necessary, the septic 

or holding tank is less than one-third (1/3) full of sludge and scum 

(H) 187BViolations. The issuing agent shall investigate violations of the private sewage 

system ordinance and Wisconsin law, issue orders to abate the violations and submit 

orders to the District Attorney, corporation counsel or Attorney General for 

enforcement. 

(I) 188BCitations. Violation of this Section are subject to the provisions of Sec. 66.0113, Wis. 

189BStats., and the Iron County Citation Ordinance. 

(J) 190BOther Duties. The issuing agent shall perform other duties regarding private sewage 

systems as considered appropriate by the County or as required by the rules of the 

department. 

(K) 191BPrivies. The regulation of privies shall be subject to the provisions of State 

Administrative Codes and Iron County Codes. 

(1) 634BPrivies shall be constructed and maintained in a clean condition so that insects 

and rodents cannot enter the vault. 

(2) 635BPrivies shall be located at the minimum horizontal distance of twenty-five (25) 

feet from dwellings, twenty-five (25) feet from a lot line, fifty (50) feet from 

water supply wells, fifty (50) feet from a stream, lake or other water-course, and 

twenty-five (25) feet from the edge of a twenty percent (20%) slope, pits shall be 

three (3) feet above bedrock and the high ground water level. Water tight concrete 

vault pits shall be located a minimum horizontal distance of fifty (50) feet from a 

lake, stream, or other watercourse. Vault privies should have a minimum size of 

200 gallons. 
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(L) 192BMilkhouse Waste. The regulation of the disposal of milkhouse waste shall be subject 

to the provisions of NR Codes, AG Codes and Iron County Codes. All milkhouses 

waste shall be disposed of in such a manner as not to create a nuisance on property or 

adjoining properties. 

 

Section48B 9.5.10 Supplementary Regulations. 

 

(A) 193BAirport Safety Zones. Except for field crops and fences under six (6) feet high, the 

maximum height of any object located within five hundred (500) feet of either side of 

the centerline of a landing strip, and extended to a distance of two (2) miles from the 

end of the runway shall be no longer than one-twentieth (1/20th ) of the distance of the 

object to the landing strip. 

(B) 194BOff-Street Parking. Any building hereafter erected or placed on a lot shall be 

provided with off-street parking spaces for those using such building. 

(1) 636BEach parking space required shall be at least two hundred (200) square feet in 

area. 

(2) 637BResidential uses shall be provided with at least one (1) parking space for each 

dwelling unit. 

(3) 638BCommercial and industrial uses as listed and permitted in the zoning districts, 

shall be provided, except as noted below with one (1) parking space for each two 

hundred(200) square feet of floor area. However, restaurants, taverns and similar 

establishments shall be provided with at least one (1) space for each three (3) 

seats devoted to patron use; motels, tourists cabins and similar establishments, 

shall be provided with at least one (1) space for each unit; drive-in eating stands 

offering in-car service shall be provided with at least five (5) spaces for each 

person employed to serve customers. 

(4) 639BPublic gathering uses shall be provided with at least one (1) space for each five 

(5) patrons to be accommodated on the premises. 

(C) 195BOff-Street Loading and Unloading. Any commercial or industrial building here 

after erected or placed on a lot, shall be provided with sufficient off-street loading and 

unloading space so that no public streets or alleys need be blocked by such activities. 

In the Industrial District such buildings shall be provided with a minimum of four 

hundred (400) square feet of off-street loading and unloading space. 

  

Section49B 9.5.11 Public Nuisance Regulations 

 
(A) 196BTitle/Purpose. The title of this chapter is the Iron County Public Nuisance Ordinance. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate, for public health and safety reasons, 

public nuisances and certain uses and activities in the County. 

(B) 197BAuthority. The County Board has the specific authority under ss. 29.038 - Local 

Regulation of Wild Animals, 66.0407-Noxious Weeds, 66.0413 - Razing Buildings, 

125.14- Enforcement Provisions, 169.43 - Captive Wild Animals, and 59.55 (5) - 

Junk Vehicles, and Chapter 823 - Public Nuisance, Wis. stats., and the general 

authority under s. 59.02 - General Ordinances, Wis. stats., to adopt this Ordinance. 
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(C) 198BAdoption of ordinance. The County Board, by this Ordinance, adopted on proper 

notice with a quorum and roll call vote by a majority of the County Board present and 

voting, provides the authority for the County to regulate the storage, treatment, 

disposal, and discharge of certain junk and other items, uses and activities in the 

County. 

(D) 199BDefinitions 

(1) 640B“Agricultural use” means any beekeeping, commercial feed lots, dairying, egg 

production, floriculture, fish, or fur farming, forest and game management, 

grazing, livestock raising, orchards, plant greenhouses and nurseries, poultry 

raising, raising of grain, grass, mint and seed crops, raising of fruits, nuts, and 

berries, sod farming, placing land in federal programs in return for payments in 

kind, owning land, at least 35 acres of which is enrolled in the conservation 

reserve program under 16 USC 3831 to 3836, participating in the milk production 

termination program under 7 USC 1446 (d), and vegetable raising. 

(2) 641B“Appliance” means any household or office device, instrument, utensil, or 

apparatus or machine that utilizes power, including, but not limited to any stove, 

clothes washer or dryer, refrigerator, dish washer, freezer, water heater, water 

pump, furnace, television set, home entertainment device, computer or peripheral 

device, or other home or office electronic device. 

(3) 642B“Building” includes any building or structure or any portion of a building or 

structure. 

(4) 643B“County” means Iron County, Wisconsin 

(5) 644B“County Clerk” means the Clerk of Iron County, Wisconsin. 

(6) 645B“County Committee” means a committee established by the county to address 

and aid in regulation of those uses and activities that may cause public nuisance or 

public health and safety threats in the County. 

(7) 646B“County Zoning” means the Iron County Zoning Administrator 

(8) 647B“Debris” Means any litter Junk, wood, bricks, paper, cement, concrete blocks, or 

any other unsightly accumulation of items or materials that may tend to depreciate 

property values in the adjacent or near area, create a blighted condition, present a 

substantial threat to public health or safety, or create a public nuisance or public 

safety or health hazard, except when such items are determined by the County 

Board or County Committee or other agent of the County to be stored or housed 

out of public view and are treated and maintained not to be a public nuisance. 

(9) 648B“Equipment” means goods used or bought for use primarily in a business, 

including farming and a profession. 

(10) 649B[ Reserved for Future Use) 

(11) 650B[ Reserved for Future Use] 

(12) 651B“Hazardous waste” means any solid waste identified by the State Department of 

Natural Resources as hazardous under s. 291.05 (2), Wis. stats. 

(13) 652B“Health Officer” means the Iron County Public Health Officer 

(14) 653B“ICSD” means the Iron County Sheriff’s Department * 

(15) 654B“Junk” means scrap metal, metal alloy, wood, concrete, synthetic or organic 

material, or any junked, inoperative, unlicensed, or unregistered motor vehicle 

structures, equipment, furniture, appliances, or machinery, or any part thereof. 

“Junk” includes refuse, used tires, parts of dismantled buildings, agricultural use 
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equipment not in usable condition, parts of agricultural use equipment, and 

contaminated recyclable material 

(16) 655B“Junked” means dismantled for parts or scrapped. 

(17) 656B“Junkyard” means any place that is owned, maintained, operated, or used for 

storing, keeping, processing, buying, or selling junk, including refuse dumps, 

garbage dumps, automobile graveyards, scrap metal processors, auto-wrecking 

yards, salvage yards, auto-recycling yards, used auto parts yards, and temporary 

storage of automobile bodies or parts awaiting disposal as a normal part of a 

business operation when the business will continually have like materials located 

on the premises, and sanitary landfills. “Junkyard” does not include litter, trash, 

and other debris scattered along or upon the highway, or temporary operations 

and outdoor storage of limited duration. 

(18) 657B[Reserved for Future Use) 

(19) 658B“Local zoning and land use regulation” means any applicable county, town, . or 

extraterritorial zoning, subdivision, land division, platting, official map, building 

code, building permit, or other ordinance adopted pursuant to general police 

powers that is applicable in any manner to the use of land. 

(20) 659B“Machinery” means a structure or assemblage of parts that transmits forces, 

motion, or energy from one part to another in a predetermined way by electrical, 

mechanical or chemical means. “Machinery” does not include a building. 

(21) 660B“Motor vehicle” means a vehicle, including a combination of 2 or more vehicles 

or an articulated vehicle, that is self-propelled except a vehicle operated 

exclusively on a rail, with or without a current registration issued by the State of 

Wisconsin or other state to the owner of the vehicle.- 

(22) 661B“Not registered,” in reference to all-terrain vehicles” as defined in s. 340.01 (2g) 

Wis. stats., “snowmobiles” as defined in s. 340.01(58a) Wis. stats., or “boats” as 

defined in s. 29.001(16) Wis. stats., are those that are required to, but do not have 

nor bear any current and valid State of Wisconsin registrations. 

(23) 662B“Noxious Weeds”  means Canada thistle, leafy spurge and field bindweed 

(creeping Jenny) and any other weed that the County Board may from time to 

time, by resolution, declare to be a noxious weed. 

(24) 663B[Reserved for Future Use] 

(25) 664B“Public nuisance” means a thing, act, occupation, condition, or use of property 

that continues in the County for such length of time as to do any of the following: 

(a) 1025BSubstantially annoy, injure, or endanger the comfort, health, repose, or 

safety of the public. 

(b) 1026BIn any way render the public insecure in life or in the use of property. 

(c) 1027BUnlawfully and substantially interfere with, obstruct, or attempt to 

obstruct or render dangerous for passage any street, alley, highway, 

navigable body of water, or other public way, or the use of public 

property. 

(26) 665B[Reserved for Future Use] 

(27) 666B“Recyclable material” means material that is suitable for recycling. 

(28) 667B“Scrap metal processor” means a fixed location at which machinery and 

equipment are utilized for the processing and manufacturing of iron, steel, or 
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nonferrous metallic scrap into prepared grades and whose principal product is 

scrap iron, scrap steel, or nonferrous metal scrap for sale for remelting purposes. 

(29) 668B“Solid waste” means any garbage, refuse, sludge, ash, paper, wood, metal, glass, 

cloth, plastic, lumber, concrete, food waste, and other organics, boxes, barrels, 

and other containers, tires, and other like materials. “Solid waste” means any 

garbage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment plant, water supply treatment 

plant, or air pollution control facility and other discarded or salvageable materials, 

including solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained gaseous materials resulting from 

industrial, commercial, mining, and agricultural operations, and from community 

activities, but does not include solids or dissolved materials in domestic sewage, 

or solid or dissolved materials in irrigation return flows or industrial discharges 

that are point sources subject to permits under ch. 283, Wis. stats., or source 

material, as defined in s. 254.31 (10), Wis. stats., special nuclear material as 

defined in s. 254.3 1 (11), Wis. stats,, or by-product material, as defined in s, 

254.31 (1), Wis. stats. “Solid waste” includes paper, wood, metal, glass, cloth, 

plastic, lumber, concrete, food waste, and other organics, boxes, barrels, and other 

containers, tires and other like materials, debris, and junk. 

(30) 669B“Solid waste facility” means a facility for solid waste treatment, solid waste 

storage, or solid waste disposal, and includes commercial, industrial, municipal, 

state and federal establishments or operations such as, without limitation because 

of enumeration, sanitary landfills, dumps, land disposal sites, incinerators, transfer 

stations, storage facilities, collection and transportation services and processing, 

treatment and recovery facilities. This term includes the land where the facility is 

located. This term does not include a facility for the processing of scrap iron, steel 

or nonferrous metal using large machines to produce a principal product of scrap 

metal for sale or use for remelting purposes. “Solid waste facility” does not 

include a facility that uses large machines to sort, grade, compact, or bale clean 

wastepaper, fibers or plastics, not mixed with other solid waste, for sale or use for 

recycling purposes. “Solid waste facility” does not include an auto junk yard or 

scrap metal salvage yard. 

(31) 670B[Reserved for Future Use] 

(32) 671B“Unlicensed” or “unregistered” in reference to motor vehicles, mobile homes, 

manufactured homes, camper trailers, recreational vehicles, truck bodies, semi-

trailers, or trailers, are those that are required for operation in the state, but do not 

have nor bear required current and valid State of Wisconsin licenses or 

registration. 

(33) 672B“Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or 

may be transported. “Vehicle” includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 

 
 673B“Aircraft” as defined in s. 29.001 (6), Wis. stats. 

 674B“All-terrain vehicles” as defined in s. 340.01 (2g), Wis. stats. 

 675B“Antique vehicles” as described in s. 341.265 Wis. stats. 

 676B“Automobiles” as defined in s. 340.01 (4), Wis. stats. 

 677B“Boats” as defined in s. 29.001 (16), Wis. stats. 

 678B“Camping trailers” as defined in s. 340.01 (6m), Wis. stats. 

 679B“Farm equipment” as defined in s. 100.47 (1), Wis. stats. 
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 680B“Farm tractors” as defined in s. 340.01 (16), Wis, stats. 

 681B“Hobbyist or homemade vehicles” as defined in s. 341.268(1 )Wis. 

Stats 

 682B“Implements of husbandry” as defined in s. 340.01(24), Wis. stats. 

 683B“Junk vehicles” as defined in s. 340.01 (25j), Wis. stats. 

 684B“Manufactured homes” as defined in s. 101.91(2) Wis. stats 

 685B“Mobile homes” as defined in s. 340.01(29), Wis. stats 

 686B“Mopeds” as defined in s, 340.01 (29m), Wis. stats. 

 687B“Motor bicycles” as defined in s. 340.01 (30), Wis. stats. 

 688B“Motor buses” as defined in s. 340.01 (31), Wis. stats. 

 689B“Motorcycles” as defined in s. 340.1 (32), Wis. stats. 

 690B“Motor homes” as defined in s. 340.01(33m), Wis. stats. 

 691B“Motor trucks” as defined in s. 340.01 (34), Wis. stats. 

 692B“Railroad trains” as defined in s. 340.01 (48), Wis. stats. 

 693B“Recreational vehicles” as defined in s. 340.01(48r), Wis. stats. 

 694B“Road machinery” as defined in s. 340.01 (52), Wis. stats. 

 695B“Road tractors” as defined in s. 340.01 (53), Wis. stats. 

 696B“Salvage vehicles” as defined in s. 340.01 (55g), Wis. stats. 

 697B“School buses” as defined in s. 340.01(56), Wis. stats, 

 698B“Semi-trailers” as defined in s. 340.01(57), Wis. stats. 

 699B“Snowmobiles” as defined in s. 340.01(58), Wis. stats. 

 700B“Special interest vehicles” as defined in s. 341.266 Wis. stats. 

 701B“Trailers” as defined in s. 340.01(71), Wis. stats. 

 702B“Truck tractors” as defined in s. 340.01(73), Wis. stats. 

 703BUnlicensed demolition motor vehicles, unlicensed racing motor vehicles, 

and golf carts, garden tractors, riding lawn mowers, and other motorized 

tractors, motorized carts, and motorized utility vehicles” that require no 

registration or licensure by the State of Wisconsin. 

(34) 704B“Wild animal” means any animal of a wild nature that is normally found in the 

wild and that is not a domestic animal. 

(35) 705B“Wis. Stats.” Means the Wisconsin Statutes, including successor provisions to 

cited statutes. 

(36) 706B[Reserved for Future Use] 

(37) 707B[Reserved for Future Use]. 

(38) 708B“Zoning” means the Iron County Zoning Administrator  

(E) 200BPublic health or safety. No person may create, contrive, erect, maintain, cause, 

continue, install, construct, or permit to exist in the County a public nuisance 

associated with, causing, or likely to cause danger, disturbance, or injury to the public 

health or safety. The following acts, uses, activities, things, occupations, places, or 

physical conditions, not properly and timely removed, after written notice to remove 

from-the County to any owner or occupant of the land where the act, use, activity, 

thing, occupation, place, or physical condition exists, is located, or occurred or to any 

person responsible for the creation, maintenance, or providing of the act, use, activity, 

thing, occupation, place, or physical condition, are specifically declared to be a public 

nuisance: 
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(1) 709BNoxious weed areas, .Any place in the County where noxious weeds are over one 

foot high, are located on private or public land, and the noxious weeds are not 

timely cut or removed within 7 days after posting or publication of a notice to 

destroy noxious weeds under s. 66.0407 or within 7 days after receipt of written 

notice to remove from the County. 

(2) 710BUnburied animal carcass areas (any animals or fowl not intended for human 

consumption or food). Any place in the County where unburied animal carcasses 

are located on private or public land and are not timely removed or discarded, 

including timely burial in a sanitary manner, within 48 hours after receipt of 

written notice to remove from the County. This paragraph does not apply to any 

animal or pet cemetery approved in writing by the County. 

(3) 711BNoxious or polluted or waste areas. Any place in the County where noxious, 

nauseous, unwholesome, or polluted water and waste are located on private or 

public land, including County and Town roads, highways, bridges, sidewalks, 

alleys, or other public lands owned or controlled by the County or Towns, and 

these conditions are not timely removed within 7 days after receipt of written 

notice from the County. 

(4) 712BNoxious emission odor areas. Any place in the County where noxious odor, 

stench, or gas escape or is emitted into the open air from sources located on public 

or private land, and these conditions are not timely removed or discontinued 

within 24 hours after receipt of written notice to remove from the County. 

“Noxious odor” means an odor that is extremely repulsive to the senses of 

ordinary person in the County that seriously annoys or causes serious discomfort 

or serious injury to the health or causes serious inconvenience to the health or 

safety of a significant number of persons within the County, as determined by the 

Health Officer. 

(5) 713BRat or vermin areas. Any place in the County where rat or other vermin are 

located or frequent on pubiic or private land, and those conditions are not 

removed or destroyed within 30 days after receipt of written notice to remove 

from the County. Vermin subject to this paragraph include, but are not limited to, 

all of the following: Rats, Mice, cockroaches, etc. 

(6) 714B[Reserved for future use] 

(7) 715BHazardous, toxic, or solid waste facility or site areas. Any place or solid waste 

facility in the County where the discharge, disposal, storage, or treatment of 

hazardous, toxic, or solid waste occurs on private or public lands without approval 

and licensing or permitting of the discharge, disposal, storage, or treatment by all 

proper Federal, State, County, and Town governing authorities and full 

compliance with all applicable laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances of the 

Federal, State, County, or Town, and the activity or condition is not timely 

removed or discontinued within 30 days after receipt of written notice to remove 

from the County. To constitute a public nuisance under this paragraph, an area, 

facility, or site must threaten or cause serious discomfort or serious injury to the 

health or ,cause serious inconvenience to the health or safety of a significant 

number of persons with the County, as determined by the County. 

(8) 716BDangerous wild animal areas. Any place in the County where live dangerous wild 

animals are kept, sold, or in any manner controlled or possessed on private or 
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public land without written approval of the County and the animals are not 

removed or destroyed within 7 days after receipt of written notice to remove from 

the County unless written approval of the County is obtained within said time. To 

constitute a dangerous wild animal, under this paragraph, the species of animal 

must pose a threat to the safety of persons within the Town, including a keeper of 

such animal, as determined by the County. It is not necessary that the County find 

that a specific animal is dangerous in order to find a nuisance under this 

paragraph. For purposes of this Ordinance dangerous wild animals include, but 

are not limited to, all of the following species of animals: 

 717BNonhuman primates and prosimians including chimpanzees. 

 718BFelids, except domesticated cats of the subspecies Felis silvestris catus, 

including lions, tigers, cougars, and other felids generally referred to as 

big cats. 

 719BCanids, except domesticated dogs of the subspecies Canis Lupus 

familiaris, including foxes not born, bred, and raised in captivity, and all 

wolves, coyotes, and wolf hybrids. 

 720BUrsids, including all bears. 

 721BCrocodilians, including alligators and crocodiles. 

 722BMarsupials, including kangaroos, wallabies, and opossums. 

 723BProcyonids, including raccoons and coatis. 

 724BViverrids, including mongooses, civets, and genets. 

 725BReptilia over three feet in length, including boa constrictors, pythons, and 

other snakes. 

 726BVenomous reptilian. 

 727BCervids, except farm-raised deer that are kept by a person registered under 

s. 95.55, Wisconsin stats. 

(9) 728BImproper sewage areas, Any place in the County where effluent from a septic 

system, sewer, holding tank, cesspool, or other human waste container is located 

on private or public land without approval and licensing or permitting by all 

proper State and County governing authorities and full compliance with all 

applicable laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances of the County and the effluent is 

not timely removed or properly treated or all proper licenses and permits obtained 

within 30 days after receipt of written notice to remove from the County. 

(10) 729BDangerous or dilapidated building areas. Any place in the County where a 

building or structure, the contents therein, or any associated electrical, heat, water, 

or sewer system located on public or private lands is so old, dilapidated, or out of 

repair as. to be dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise unfit for human 

habitation, and the conditions that are dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise 

render the building unfit for human habitation are not timely removed or 

discontinued within 30 days of receipt of written notice to remove from the 

County. 

(11) 730BDangerous tree areas. Any place in the County where any trees or the tree's limbs 

located on private or public lands constitute a dangerous or unsafe condition and 

these dangerous or unsafe conditions have not been timely removed within 7 days 

after receipt of written notice to remove from the County. 
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(12) 731BFire hazard areas. Any place in the County where combustible materials are 

located and stored on private or public lands and the materials are not timely 

removed or safely stored within 7 days after receipt of written notice from the 

County. 

(13) 732BImproper encroachment or discharge areas. Any unauthorized or improper 

encroachments and discharges, including solid waste, trees, limbs, vehicles, 

structures, equipment, signs, manure, weeds, crops, and other materials on any 

County or Town roadway or on other County or Town public lands without 

written permission from the County or Towns, and the improper or unauthorized 

encroachment or discharge is not timely removed or discontinued within 7 days of 

the receipt of written notice to remove from the County. 

(14) 733BJunked motor vehicle and junk part areas. Any place in the County within 500 

feet of the center line of any Town highway in the Town, or within 750 feet of the 

center line of any County trunk, State trunk, or Federal highway where junked 

motor vehicles or junk motor vehicle parts are accumulated or stored or any place 

in the County where junked motor vehicle, junk vehicles or junk parts are 

accumulated or stored outside of a building for a period exceeding 72 hours if 

upon public property, or for a period exceeding 30 days if upon private property. 

(15) 734BJunkyard and junked vehicle, appliance, and machinery areas. Any place in the 

County where junked vehicles, not otherwise subject to subsection (14), junked 

appliances, junked equipment, and junked machinery are accumulated or stored 

for a period exceeding 72 hours if upon public property, or for a period exceeding 

30 days if upon private property, and any place otherwise within the definition of 

junkyard under this Ordinance that is not timely removed or discontinued within 

30 days of receipt of written notice to remove from the County, unless exempt 

under Section 9.5.11(G). 

(16) 735BUnlicensed or unregistered vehicle area. Any place in the County where for a 

period exceeding 30 days upon private property a not registered, unlicensed, or 

unregistered vehicle is parked, stored, or otherwise kept outside a building 

without the written permission of the County and is not timely removed or 

discontinued within 30 days of receipt of written notice to remove from the 

County, unless exempt under Section 9.5.11(G). 

(F) 201BAbandoned Vehicles on Public Lands No person regardless of the vehicle's physical 

condition, registration, or license held shall leave unattended or stored any motor 

vehicle or other vehicle, appliance, equipment, or machinery, or parts thereof, on any 

public street, public road, public highway, or public property in the County, including 

the road right-of-way, for such time and under such circumstances so as to cause the 

vehicle, appliance, equipment, or machinery to reasonably appear to have been 

abandoned. When any such vehicles, machinery, appliances, or equipment has been 

left unattended, parked, or stored on any public street, public road, public highway, or 

public property, including the County/Town road right- of-way, within the County for 

a period of more than 72 hours, the vehicle, structure, machinery, appliances or 

equipment is presumed by the County abandoned and to be a public nuisance. This 

section does not apply to a railroad train stopped at a railroad crossing as defined in s. 

340.01 (47), Wis. stats. 

(G) 202BExemptions/Permits 
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(1) 736BExemptions. 

(a) 1028BAny storage of junked motor vehicles and vehicle parts on private lands in 

the County that is in conformity with local zoning and land use regulation 

for which the owners, operators, or persons otherwise responsible for the 

storage of the vehicles or parts. 

(b) 1029BAny operation of a junkyard on private lands in the County that is in 

conformity with local zoning and land use regulation for which the 

owners, operators, or persons otherwise responsible for the operation of 

the junkyard have obtained all the proper and necessary Federal, State, 

County, and extraterritorial municipal approvals, permits, or licenses for 

the operation or have obtained licenses for operation of a junkyard on that 

privately owned premise under s. 84.31, Wis. stats., is exempt from the 

provisions under Section 9.5.11(E)(15), applicable to junked vehicles, 

junked machinery, junked appliances, or junked equipment and parts 

thereof The exemption granted under this paragraph is strictly limited to 

the extent allowed by the approvals, permits, or licenses. 

(c) 1030BAny commercial motor vehicle salvage or motor vehicle retail sales 

business on private lands in the County that is in conformity with local 

zoning and land use regulation for which the owners, operators, or persons 

otherwise responsible for the conduct of the business hold a current motor 

vehicle salvage dealer license under s. 218.205, Wis. stats., authorizing 

storage uses, operations, and activities at property locations in the County 

or hold a current motor vehicle dealer license under s. 218.0114, Wis. 

stats., for salvage, sale, or storage operation and activities at a property 

location in the County, and are actively engaged in the County, as 

determined in writing by the County, in the commercial motor vehicle 

salvage or motor vehicle retail sales business on property in the County is 

exempt from the provisions under Section 9.5.11(E)(15), applicable to 

junked vehicles, junked machinery, junked appliances, or junked 

equipment and parts thereof. The exemption granted under this paragraph 

is strictly limited to the to the extent allowed by the applicable license. 

(d) 1031BAny business engaged in the retail sales of manufactured homes, mobile 

homes, camper trailers, or recreational vehicles on private lands in the 

County that is in conformity with local zoning and land use regulation for 

which the owners, operators, or persons otherwise responsible for the 

conduct of the business hold a current and valid manufactured home 

dealers license under s. 101.951, Wis. stats., or a current and valid 

recreational vehicle dealers license under s. 218.12, Wis. stats., issued by 

the State of Wisconsin and are actively engaged in the County, as 

determined in writing by the Town Board, in the business of commercial 

retail sales of manufactured homes, mobile homes, camper trailers,' or 

recreational vehicles on property in the County is exempt from Section 

9.5.11(E)(15) applicable to junked vehicles, junked machinery, junked 

appliances, or junked equipment and parts thereof. The exemption granted 

under this paragraph is strictly limited to the extent allowed by the 

applicable license. 



Iron County Code of Ordinances  T i t l e  9 | 54  
 

(e) 1032BAny parking, storage, or other keeping outside of buildings in the County 

of 2 or fewer unlicensed or unregistered motor vehicles or 2 or fewer 

boats, snowmobiles, or all-terrain vehicles, not registered with the State of 

Wisconsin, on private lands owned or leased by the owner or leaseholder 

of the vehicles that is in conformity with local zoning and land use 

regulation, even if the vehicles are not stored for purposes of sale or 

repair, is exempt from the provisions under Section 9.5.11(E)(16), relating 

to the keeping and storage of unlicensed or unregistered vehicles. 

(f) 1033BAny parking, storage, or other keeping of any agricultural use vehicles in 

the open on private lands in the County that is in conformity with local 

zoning and land use regulation, by the owner or leaseholder of the land, if 

the vehicles are and can be used by the owner or leaseholder, without 

repair, for normal agricultural use in the County is exempt front the 

provisions under Section 9.5.11(E)(15), of this Ordinance applicable to 

junked vehicles, junked machinery, junked appliances, or junked 

equipment and parts thereof. Notwithstanding anything contained in this 

paragraph, storage of inoperable junk or other unrepaired agricultural use 

vehicles on private property of any person for more than 30 days in the 

open shall be deemed a violation of Section 9.5.11(E)(14) of this 

Ordinance unless the storage is at a commercial implement repair location 

where the equipment or implements can and will be timely repaired. 

(2) 737BPermits. 

(a) 1034BThe County may permit on public or private lands in the county, with or 

without conditions and restrictions,l) the storage in the open on private 

premises vehicles, structures, machinery, appliances, or equipment in the 

County subject to Section 9.5.11(E); 2) the maintenance of certain 

buildings, structures, or dwellings in the County subject to Section 

9.5.11(E); 3) the storage, disposal, treatment, or discharge of certain items, 

waste and materials in the County described in Section 9.5.11(E) upon 

proper and timely application of an owner or occupant of the premises in 

the County for a permit, regardless of the ownership or possession rights 

to the vehicles, implements, machinery, structures, equipment, appliances, 

buildings, structures, dwellings, items, waste or materials to be stored, 

maintained, disposed, treated, or discharged. The County may specify the 

quantity and manner, including the timeline, for such storage, 

maintenance, disposal, treatment, or discharges after a public hearing held 

by the county. 

 

(b) 1035BThe applicant shall be notified of the public hearing required under 

paragraph 1 at least 20 days before the public hearing by the mailing by 

U.S. mail of a First Class notice letter to the last known address of the 

applicant noted on the application. The permit shall be for a specific 

location and may be established for a term of months or years and may be 

re-issued upon application by the permit holder if the permit holder is in 

full compliance with this Ordinance and with the permit conditions and 

restrictions as issued. The conditions and restrictions, if any, in the permit 
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established by the County for such storage, maintenance, disposal, 

treatment, or discharge shall be reasonable restrictions and conditions to 

protect the public health, safety, and welfare of persons within the County 

and to limit or negate potential public nuisances caused by such storage, 

maintenance, disposal, treatment or discharge. The conditions and 

restrictions shall be stated in writing and attached to the written permit 

upon issuance by the County. .The owner or occupant of the permitted 

premises shall be responsible for compliance with the conditions and 

restrictions in the permit issued regardless of whether the owner or 

occupant of the premises has any legal or equitable interest in the vehicles, 

structures, machinery, appliances, or equipment subject to the permit. 

(H) 203BAbatement of Public Nuisances/Permit Revocation 

(1) 738BInspection of Premises. 

(a) 1036BWhenever a complaint is made to the Town Board or Town Chairman that 

a public nuisance under this Ordinance or a violation of a permit issued 

under this Ordinance exists within the Town, the Town Chair or other 

agents of the Town Board shall promptly inspect or cause to be inspected 

the premises complained of. If the complaint is directed to County Zoning 

the appropriate Town Chairman will be notified. The Town will attempt to 

resolve the situation. If unable to resolve the situation the complaint will 

be referred to the County Zoning for appropriate action. Whenever 

practicable, the Town Chairman or other agents of the Town Board shall 

cause photographs to be made of the premises and shall file the 

photographs with a written report in the office of the County Zoning 

Administrator. 

(b) 1037BIf the person subject to complaint has a current permit under this 

Ordinance, any County Land Use Permit, or Junked Motor Vehicle Permit 

issued under s. 175.25, Wis. stats., the County may immediately hold a 

public hearing, to consider suspension or revocation of the permit, for 

refusal to comply with the permit and the conditions attached therein. The 

County shall hold a public hearing prior to taking any action to revoke or 

suspend a permit. The permit holder shall be notified of the public hearing 

at least 20 days before the public hearing by the mailing by U.S. mail of a 

First Class notice letter to the last known address of the permit holder 

noted on the permit or permit application. 

(c) 1038BThe County may, in the alternative to revocation, suspend any issued 

permit for a period up to 6 months. Any revocation shall be in excess of 6 

months and no reapplication can be received or acted upon by the County 

for the premises or for the owner or occupant of the premises for any 

activity, use, or item prohibited by or requiring a permit under this 

Ordinance during the revocation period. 

(d) 1039BFor any decision regarding the revocation or suspension of any permit, the 

County shall determine and state the reason or reasons for any revocation, 

non-revocation, or suspension of the permit based on the lack of 

compliance with the permit conditions and this Ordinance by the permit 

holder or by any employees or agents of the permit holder. The reason or 
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reasons for the decision shall be stated in writing and sent to the permit 

holder within 10 days after the decision by the County by mailing by US 

Mail of a First Class letter to the last known address of the permit holder 

noted on the permit or permit application. 

(2) 739BOwner of Premises Responsibility. Any owner or occupant of land in the County 

shall be responsible for compliance with this Ordinance on the land regardless of 

ownership of and responsibility for the uses, activities, or things located on the 

land that are subject to this Ordinance. 

(I) Summary Abatement 

(1) Notice to Owner. If the County determines that a public nuisance exists under this 

Ordinance within the County on private or public land and that there is great, 

immediate, and substantial danger or threat to the public health or safety, the 

County shall serve a written order notice upon the person who is causing, 

permitting, or maintaining the public nuisance, and the owner or occupant of the 

premises where the public nuisance is caused, permitted, or maintained. If 

immediate personal service cannot be made, one copy of the written notice shall 

be posted on the premises in a location likely to attract the attention of the owner 

or occupant of the premises the person who is causing, permitting, or maintaining 

the public nuisance, and one copy of the notice shall be served by mailing by U.S. 

mail of a First Class letter to the last known address for the owner or occupant of 

the premises. The order notice shall direct the owner or occupant to remove the 

public nuisance within 24 hours and shall state that unless the public nuisance is 

so timely abated, the County may cause, due to the emergency conditions, the 

public nuisance to be abated and shall charge the costs of abatement to the owner, 

occupant, or person causing, permitting, or maintaining the public nuisance.  

(2) 740BAbatement by County. If the public nuisance is not abated within the time 

provided in the notice under paragraph 1 or if the owner, occupant, or person 

causing the public nuisance, if known, cannot be found, the County shall cause 

the abatement or removal of the public nuisance by immediately seeking for the 

County a court order that allows for the immediate enjoinment and abatement of 

the public nuisance. 

(J) Abatement By Court Action. 

(1) 741BIf the County determines that a public nuisance exists on public or private land 

but that the nature of the nuisance does not threaten great, immediate, and 

substantial danger to the public health or safety, the County may take one of the 

following actions: 

 

(a) 1040BContact in writing the person causing, permitting, or maintaining the 

public nuisance and the owner or occupant of the premises where the 

public nuisance is located with a notice order to cease and desist the public 

nuisance. 

(b) 1041BIssue or have issued and served a citation by the ICSD upon the person 

causing, permitting, or maintaining the public nuisance and the owner or 

occupant of the premises where the public nuisance is located for violation 

of this Ordinance. 
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(c) 1042BCause the County attorney to draft a formal civil complaint to be filed and 

served upon the alleged violators based upon an alleged violation of this 

Ordinance or the conditions of any permit as issued or have drafted by the 

County attorney to be filed and served a formal complaint for abatement 

of the public nuisance under chapter 823, Wis. stats. 

(d) 1043BOther Methods Not Excluded. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be 

construed as prohibiting the enjoinment and abatement of public nuisances 

against any person by the County, or its officials in accordance with the 

laws of the State of Wisconsin or this Ordinance, including against a 

permit holder that holds a current and valid permit issued by the County 

under this Ordinance. 

(e) 1044BCitations. - The County may enforce against such public nuisance 

violations in this Ordinance by issuance and service of a Citation against 

any alleged violation of this Ordinance. The ICSD will issue and serve 

such Citations. 

(K) 204BCosts of Abatement/Disposal 

(1) 742BIn addition to any other penalty imposed by this Ordinance for the erection, 

contrivance, creation, continuance, or maintenance of a public nuisance and 

violation of this Ordinance, the cost of abatement of any public nuisance by the 

County may be collected under this Ordinance or s. 823.06, Wis. stats., as a debt 

or expense from the owner or occupant of the real property for causing, 

permitting, or maintaining the public nuisance. If any vehicle, structure, 

equipment, implement, or appliance noted in this Ordinance is abandoned or 

remains unclaimed, the County may proceed to declare this personal property 

abandoned and proceed to dispose of this personal property under s. 66.0139, 

Wis. stats., by public auction or other means as determined in writing by the 

County. 

(L) 205BEnforcement Provisions 

(1) 743BEnforcement of this Ordinance, to include issuing and serving of notices and 

citations, will be accomplished by the Iron County Sheriff’s Department. 

(2) 744BFirst Offense/Penalty. Any person who violates this Ordinance shall, upon 

conviction, forfeit not less than $20 nor more than $500 together with the costs of 

prosecution and in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs of prosecution 

shall be imprisoned in the County jail until such forfeiture and costs are paid, but 

not exceeding 90 days. 

(3) 745BSecond Offense/Penalty. Any person guilty of violating this Ordinance or any 

who has previously been convicted of a violation of this Ordinance or shall, upon 

conviction, forfeit not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 for each offense, 

together with the costs of prosecution and in default of payment of such forfeiture 

and costs of prosecution shall be imprisoned in the County jail until said forfeiture 

and costs of prosecution are paid, but not to exceed 6 months. 

(4) 746BSeparate Violations. Each day of violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a 

separate offense. 

 
(M) 206BSeverability 
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(1) 747BIf any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance 

is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of 

this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid provision or 

application, and to that end, the provisions of this ordinance are severable. 

 

Section49B 9.5.12 Adoption of Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC) 

 
(A) Applicability. These regulations are adopted under the authority granted by s.101.65, 

Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
This ordinance shall apply in any municipality of over 2,500 population without a 

Uniform Dwelling Code enforcement program. This ordinance shall apply in any 

municipality without a Uniform Dwelling Code enforcement program, providing the 

municipality adopts a resolution requesting county enforcement. This ordinance shall 

apply in any municipality which the Wisconsin Department of Commerce has 

delegated enforcement to the County. 

(B) Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to promote the general health, safety and 

welfare and to maintain required local uniformity with the administrative and 

technical requirements of the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code. 

(C) Scope. The scope of this ordinance includes the following: 

Construction and inspection of all new one and two family dwellings built after the 

date of adoption of this ordinance and construction and inspection of habitable 

additions or alterations to all dwellings. For purposes of this ordinance, habitable 

additions are those that add year round conditioned space either horizontally or 

vertically to an existing dwelling. The building structure and any HVAC, Electrical 

and Plumbing systems shall comply with the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code. 

(D) Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code Adopted. The Wisconsin Uniform 

Dwelling Code, Chs. Comm 20-25 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and all 

amendments thereto, is adopted and incorporated by reference and shall apply to all 

buildings within the scope of this ordinance. 

(E) Building Inspector. There is hereby created the position of Building Inspector, who 

shall administer and enforce this ordinance and shall be certified by the Division of 

Safety& Buildings, as specified by Wisconsin Statutes, Section 101.66(2), in the 

category of Uniform Dwelling Code Construction Inspector. Additionally, this or 

other assistant inspectors shall possess the certification categories of UDC HVAC, 

UDC Electrical, and UDC Plumbing. The position shall be filled by the county by 

entering into a contractual agreement with a certified UDC inspection agency. 

(F) Building Permit Required. If a person alters a building in excess of 500 square feet 

in any twelve month period, adds onto a building in excess of 500 square feet in any 

twelve month period, or builds or installs a new building, within the scope of this 

ordinance, they shall first obtain a building permit for such work from the building 

inspector. Any structural changes or major changes to mechanical systems that 

involve extensions shall require permits if over the forgoing thresholds. Any second 

story decks (including decks over walk out basements) shall require permits. 

Restoration or repair of an installation to its previous code- compliant condition as 

determined by the building inspector is exempted from permit requirements. 
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Residing, reroofing, finishing of interior surfaces and installation of cabinetry shall be 

exempted from permit requirements. 

(G) Building Permit Fee. The building permit fees shall be determined by Resolution of 

the County Board or as established by inspection agency. 

(H) Penalties. The enforcement of this section and all other laws and ordinances relating 

to building shall be by means of the withholding of building permits, imposition of 

forfeitures and injunctive action. Forfeitures shall be not less than $25.00 nor more 

than $1,000.00 for each day of noncompliance. 

(I) Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective March 1st 2010, upon passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

(J) The building inspector(s) shall keep a log of all inspections completed. Adopted this 

23rd day of February, 2010. 
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5BSigns 

 
Section50B 9.6.1 Sign Permit Required. 

 
(A) 207BNo sign shall hereafter be located, erected. moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, 

converted or structurally altered within Iron County until a land use permit has been 

issued by the County Zoning Administrator, except those signs excepted below and 

without being in conformity with the provisions of this Chapter. Iron County does not 

issue permits for signs on State or Federal Highways. Permits for signs on these 

highways shall be approved by State or Federal Agencies. 

 

Section51B 9.6.2 Signs Permitted. 

 

(A) 208BAll signs are prohibited in the R-1 and W-1 Districts except the following: 

(1) 748BSigns over show windows or doors of a nonconforming business establishment 

announcing without display or elaboration only the names and occupation of the 

proprietor and not to exceed two (2) feet in height and ten (10) feet in length. 

(2) 749BReal estate signs not to exceed eight (8) square feet in area which advertise the 

sale, rental, or lease of the premises upon which said signs are temporarily 

located. 

(3) 750BNames, occupations and warning signs not to exceed two (2) square feet located 

on the premises. 

(4) 751BBulletin boards for public, charitable or religious institutions not to exceed twenty 

(20) square feet in area located on the premises. 

(5) 752BMemorial signs, tablets, names of buildings and date of erection when cut into 

any masonry surface or when constructed of metal and affixed flat against a 

structure. 

(6) 753BOfficial signs, such as traffic control, parking restrictions, information and 

notices. 

(7) 754BTemporary signs or banners when authorized by the Zoning Administrator. 

(B) 209BSigns are permitted in the R-1, RR-1, R-2, R-3, A-1, A-2, C-1, I-1, I-2, F-1, and W-1 

Districts subject to the following restrictions: 

(1) 755BWall signs placed against the exterior walls of buildings shall not extend more 

than six (6) inches outside of a building's wall surface, shall not exceed five 

hundred (500)square feet in an area for any one (1) premises and shall not exceed 

twenty (20) feet in height above the mean centerline street grade. 

(2) 756BProjecting signs fastened to, suspended from, or supported by structures shall not 

exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area for any one (1) premises, shall not 

exceed more than six (6) feet into any required yard, shall not exceed into any 

public right-of-way, shall not be less than ten (10) feet from all side lot lines, shall 

not exceed a height of twenty (20) feet above the mean centerline street grade, 

and shall not be less than ten (10) feet above the sidewalk nor fifteen (15) feet 

above a driveway or an alley. 
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(3) 757BGround signs shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the mean center 

line street grade, shall meet all yard requirements for the district in which it is 

located, shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet on one (1) side nor two 

hundred (200)feet on all sides for any one (1) premises. 

(4) 758BRoof signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height above the roof, shall meet all 

the yard and height requirements for the district in which it is located, and shall 

not exceed three hundred (300) square feet on all sides for any one (1) premises. 

(5) 759BWindow signs shall be placed only on the inside of commercial buildings and 

shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the glass area of the pane upon 

which the sign is displayed. 

(6) 760BSigns or billboards which advertise a general brand of product, an area of interest, 

a business activity or a service available which is not in direct relation to the use 

of the premises on which it is located. Such signs shall not exceed three hundred 

(300) square feet in area. Free-standing signs shall be erected outside the highway 

right-of-way, shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height above the ground or be 

located within three hundred (300) feet of an existing residence. 

(7) 761BRecreational directory signs indicating the direction to a cottage, resort, residence 

or similar use. Such signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area. When a 

common posting is provided all such signs shall be attached thereto. Recreational 

directory signs may be at the right-of-way line of the highway provided they are 

not within one hundred (100) feet of an existing residence, information on such 

signs may be of reflective material. 

(8) 762BSigns advertising a business or activity conducted, area of interest, or service 

available within twelve (12) air miles of the premises on which it is located. Such 

signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area, and no more than two (2) 

such signs relating to any one (1) use shall be permitted in the approaching 

direction along any one (1) highway. A larger number of signs and a greater 

distance from the premises may be permitted by the Zoning Committee by a 

Conditional Use Permit finding it necessary for directing the traveling public. 

(9) 763BCombinations of any of the above signs shall meet all the requirements for the 

individual sign. 

 

Section52B 9.6.3 Prohibited Signs. 

 
(A) 210BSigns shall not resemble, imitate, or approximate the shape, size, font or color of 

railroad or traffic signs, signals or devices. Signs shall not obstruct or interfere with 

the effectiveness of railroad or traffic signs, signals or devices. No sign shall be 

erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or egress from any 

door, window or fire escape and no sign shall be attached to a standpipe or fire 

escape. No sign shall be placed so as to obstruct or interfere with traffic visibility. No 

sign shall contain any rotating or moving parts, or be illuminated by flashing light. 

 

Section53B 9.6.4 Nonconforming Signs. 

 

(A) 211BSigns lawfully existing at the time of the adoption or amendment of this Chapter may 

be continued although the use, size or location does not conform with the provisions 
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of this Chapter. However, it shall be deemed a nonconforming use or structure and the 

provisions of Article IX shall apply. 
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Article VII. 6BRegulation of Special Uses 

 

Section54B 9.7.1 General Provisions. 

 

(A) 212BExcept as added to or altered hereafter in this Section, the procedures and 

requirements of this Article governing Conditional Uses shall apply. 

 

Section55B 9.7.2 Quarries, Non-Metallic Mines and Non-Metallic Mining 

Reclamation. 

 
(A) 213BTitle. Quarries, Mines, and Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance for the 

County of Iron. 

(B) 214BPurpose. Abandoned nonmetallic mining sites are typically unstable and are often 

safety hazards, environmental threats, attractive nuisances and eyesores. They can 

result in groundwater and surface water pollution, personal injury or even loss of life. 

Abandoned sites result in a loss of productive land use and represent lost 

opportunities, loss or degradation of fish and wildlife habitat and loss of tax revenues. 

Accordingly, the purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a local program to ensure 

the effective reclamation of nonmetallic mining sites on which nonmetallic mining 

takes place in Iron County after the effective date of this Ordinance, in compliance 

with Chapter NR. 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code and Subchapter I of Chapter 

295, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(C) 215B Statutory Authority. This Ordinance is adopted under authority of Section 

295.13(1), Wisconsin Statutes, Section NR. 135.32, Wisconsin Administrative Code, 

and Section 59.51, Wisconsin Statutes. 

(D) 216BRestrictions Adopted Under Other Authority. The purpose of this Ordinance is to 

adopt and implement the uniform statewide standards for nonmetallic mining required 

by Section 295.12(l)(a), Stats, and contained in Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. It is not intended that this Ordinance repeal, abrogate, annul, 

impair or interfere with any existing rules, regulations, ordinances or permits not 

concerning nonmetallic mining reclamation previously adopted pursuant to other 

Wisconsin law. 

(E) 217BInterpretation. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall be held to be the applicable requirements for nonmetallic mining 

reclamation and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other power granted 

by the Wisconsin Statutes outside the reclamation requirements for nonmetallic 

mining sites required by Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter 

NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Where any terms or requirements of this 

Ordinance may be inconsistent or conflicting, the more restrictive requirements or 

interpretation shall apply. Where a provision of this Ordinance is required by 

Wisconsin Statutes or by a standard in Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code, and where the provision is unclear, the provision shall be interpreted to be 

consistent with the Wisconsin Statutes and the provisions of Chapter NR 135, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. 
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(F) 218BSeverability. Should any portion of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or 

invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not 

be affected. 

(G) 219BOverall Applicability. The requirements of this Ordinance apply to all operators of 

nonmetallic mining sites within the County of Iron operating on or commencing to 

operate after August 1, 2001 and as provided in Sections NR 135.02(1) and (2), 

Wisconsin Administrative Code except where exempted in Subsection (H) and except 

for nonmetallic mining sites located in a city, village or town within Iron County that 

has adopted an ordinance pursuant to Section 295.14, Wisconsin Statutes, and Section 

NR 135.32(2), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(H) 220BExemptions. This Ordinance does not apply to the exempt activities listed in Section 

NR 135.02(3), Wisconsin Administrative Code. Chapter 295.16 (4)(e) Exemptions for 

sites less than one acre. 

(I) 221BAdministration. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be administered by the Iron 

County Zoning Department. 

(J) 222BEffective Date. The provisions of this Ordinance shall take effect on August 1, 2001, 

after passage and publication, as required by law. 

(K) 223BDefinitions. Definitions of terms utilized in this Ordinance are intended to conform to 

those contained in Section NR 135.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and the 

definitions contained in Section NR 135.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code, as 

amended from time to time, shall supercede any nonconforming definitions contained 

in this subsection. To the extent that the following definitions do so conform, in this 

Ordinance: 

(1) 764B"Alternative requirement" means an alternative to the reclamation standards of 

this Ordinance provided through a written authorization granted by Iron County 

pursuant to Section 9.7.5(O). 

(2) 765B"Applicable reclamation ordinance" means a nonmetallic mining reclamation 

ordinance, including this Ordinance, that applies to a particular nonmetallic 

mining site and complies with the requirements of Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code and Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Stats., unless the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is the regulatory authority. If the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is the regulatory authority, 

"applicable reclamation ordinance" means the relevant and applicable provisions 

of Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, 

(3) 766B"Borrow site" means an area outside of a transportation project site from which 

stone, soil, sand or gravel is excavated for use at the project site, except the term 

does not include commercial sources. 

(4) 767B"Contemporaneous reclamation" means the sequential or progressive 

reclamation of portions of the nonmetallic mining site affected by mining 

operations that is performed in advance of final site reclamation, but which may 

or may not be final reclamation, performed to minimize the area exposed to 

erosion, at any one time, by nonmetallic mining activities, 

(5) 768B"Department" means the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

(6) 769B"Environmental pollution" means the contaminating or rendering unclean or 

impure the air, land or waters of the state, or making the same injurious to public 
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health, harmful for commercial or recreational use, or deleterious to fish, bird, 

animal or plant life. 

(7) 770B"Existing mine" means a nonmetallic mine where nonmetallic mining takes 

place before August 1, 2001. 

(8) 771B"Financial assurance" means a commitment of funds or resources by an 

operator to a regulatory authority that satisfies the requirements in Section 

9.7.5(F) and is sufficient to pay for reclamation activities required by this 

Ordinance, 

(9) 772B"Landowner" means the person who has title to land in fee simple or who holds 

a land contract for the land. A landowner is not a person who owns nonmetallic 

mineral rights to land, if a different person possesses title to that land in fee 

simple or holds a land contract for that land. 

(10) 773B"Municipality" means any city, town or village. 

(11) 774B"Nonmetallic mineral" means a product, commodity or material consisting 

principally of naturally occurring, organic or inorganic, nonmetallic, 

nonrenewable material. Nonmetallic minerals include, but are not limited to, 

stone, sand, gravel asbestos, beryl, diamond, clay, coal, feldspar, peat, talc and 

topsoil. 

(12) 775B"Nonmetallic mining" or "mining" means all of following: 

776BOperations or activities at a nonmetallic mining site for the extraction from the 

earth for sale or use by the operator of mineral aggregates or nonmetallic 

minerals, such as stone, sand, gravel, asbestos, beryl, clay, feldspar, peat, talc and 

topsoil. Nonmetallic mining includes use of mining equipment or techniques to 

remove materials from the in- place nonmetallic mineral deposit, including 

drilling and blasting, as well as associated activities such as excavation, grading 

and dredging, Nonmetallic mining does not include removal from the earth of 

products or commodities that contain only minor or incidental amounts of 

nonmetallic minerals, such as commercial sod, agricultural crops, ornamental or 

garden plants, forest products, Christmas trees or plant nursery stock. 

777BProcesses carried out at a nonmetallic mining site that are related to the 

preparation or processing of the mineral aggregates or nonmetallic minerals 

obtained from the nonmetallic mining site. These processes include, but are not 

limited to stockpiling of materials, blending mineral aggregates or nonmetallic 

minerals with other mineral aggregates or nonmetallic minerals, blasting, grading, 

crushing, screening, scalping and dewatering. 

(13) 778B"Nonmetallic mining reclamation" or "reclamation" means the rehabilitation 

of a nonmetallic mining site to achieve a land use specified in a nonmetallic 

mining reclamation plan approved under this Ordinance, including removal or 

reuse of nonmetallic mining refuse, grading of the nonmetallic mining site, 

removal, storage and replacement of topsoil, stabilization of soil conditions, 

reestablishment of vegetative cover, control of surface water and groundwater, 

prevention of environmental pollution and if practicable- the restoration of plant, 

fish and wildlife habitat. 

(14) 779B"Nonmetallic mining refuse" means waste soil, rock and mineral, as well as 

other natural site material resulting from nonmetallic mining. Nonmetallic mining 

refuse does not include marketable by-products resulting directly from or 
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displaced by the nonmetallic mining that are scheduled to be removed from the 

nonmetallic mining site within a reasonable period of time after extraction. 

(15) 780B"Nonmetallic mining site" or "site" means all contiguous areas of present or 

proposed mining described in par. (a), subject to the qualifications in par. (b). 

(a) 1045BNonmetallic mining site means the following: 

i. 1127BThe location where nonmetallic mining is proposed or conducted. 

ii. 1128BStorage and processing areas that are in or contiguous to areas 

excavated for nonmetallic mining. 

iii. 1129BAreas where nonmetallic mining refuse is deposited. 

iv. 1130BAreas affected by activities such as the construction or 

improvement of private roads or haulage ways for nonmetallic 

mining. 

v. 1131BAreas where grading or regrading is necessary. 

vi. 1132BAreas where nonmetallic mining reclamation activities are carried 

out or structures needed for nonmetallic mining reclamation, such 

as topsoil stockpile areas, revegetation test plots, or channels for 

surface water diversion, are located. 

(b) 1046B"Nonmetallic mine site" does not include any of the following areas: 

i. 1133BThose portions of sites listed in par. (a) not used for nonmetallic 

mining or purposes related to nonmetallic mining after August 1, 

2001. 

ii. 1134BSeparate, previously mined areas that are not used for nonmetallic 

mineral extraction after August 1, 2001 and are not contiguous to 

mine sites, including separate areas that are connected to active 

mine sites by public or private roads. 

iii. 1135BAreas previously mined but used after August 1, 2001 for a non-

mining activity, such as stockpiles of materials used for an 

industrial process unrelated to nonmetallic mining. 

(16) 781B“Operator" means any person who is engaged in, or who has applied for a 

permit to engage in, nonmetallic mining, whether individually, jointly or through 

subsidiaries, agents, employees, contractors or subcontractors. 

(17) 782B"Person" means an individual, owner, operator, corporation, limited liability 

company, partnership, association, municipality, interstate agency, state agency or 

federal agency. 

(18) 783B"Quarry" means a nonmetallic mine site. 

(19) 784B"Registered geologist" means a person who is registered as a professional 

geologist pursuant to ss. 470.04 and 470.05, Stats, 

(20) 785B"Registered professional engineer" means a person who is registered as a 

professional engineer pursuant to ss. 443.04 and 443.09, Stats. 

(21) 786B"Regulatory authority" means the following: 

(a) 1047BIron County for nonmetallic mine sites located within its jurisdiction, or 

(b) 1048BA municipality in which the nonmetallic mining site is located and which 

has adopted an applicable reclamation ordinance. 

(22) 787B"Replacement of topsoil" means the replacement or redistribution of topsoil or 

topsoil substitute material to all areas where topsoil was actually removed or 

affected by nonmetallic mining for the purposes of providing adequate vegetative 
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cover and stabilization of soil conditions needed to achieve the approved post-

mining land use and as required by the reclamation plan approved pursuant to this 

Ordinance. 

(23) 788B"Solid waste" means any garbage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment plant, 

water supply treatment plant or air pollution control facility and other discarded or 

salvageable materials, including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous 

materials resulting from industrial, commercial, mining and agricultural 

operations, and from community activities, but does not include solids or 

dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid or dissolved materials in 

irrigation" return flows or industrial discharges which are point sources subject to 

permits under ch. 283,. Stats., or source material, special nuclear material or by-

product material, as defined in s. 254.31 (1), Stats. 

(24) 789B"Topsoil" means the surface layer of soil which is generally more fertile than the 

underlying soil layers, which is the natural medium for plant growth and which 

can provide the plant growth, soil stability and other attributes necessary to meet 

the success standards approved in the reclamation plan, 

(25) 790B"Topsoil substitute material" means soil or other unconsolidated material either 

used alone or mixed with other beneficial materials and which can provide the 

plant growth, site stability and other attributes necessary to meet the success 

standards approved in the reclamation plan. 

(26) 791B"Unreclaimed acre" or "unreclaimed acres" means those unreclaimed areas in 

which nonmetallic mining has occurred after August 1,2001 and areas where 

nonmetallic mining reclamation has been completed but is not yet certified as 

reclaimed under Section 9.7.6(G)(3), however the term does not include any areas 

described in par. (a). 

(a) 1049B"Unreclaimed acre" or "unreclaimed acres" does not include; 

i. 1136BThose areas where reclamation has been completed and certified as 
reclaimed under Section 9.7.6(G)(3). 

ii. 1137BThose areas previously affected by nonmetallic mining but which 

are not used for nonmetallic mining after August 1, 2001. 

iii. 1138BThose portions of nonmetallic mining sites which are included in 

an nonmetallic mining reclamation plan approved pursuant to this 

Ordinance but are not yet affected by nonmetallic mining. 

iv. 1139BAreas previously mined but used after August 1, 2001 for a non-

mining activity, such as stockpiling of materials used for an 

industrial activity such as an asphalt plant, concrete batch plant, 

block and tile operation or other industry that uses products 

produced from nonmetallic mining. 

v. 1140BFor purposes of fees under Section 9.7.6(E) , those areas within a 

nonmetallic mining site which Iron County has determined to have 

been successfully reclaimed on an interim basis in accordance with 
Section 9.7.6(G)(3). 
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Section 9.7.3 Quarries and Non-Metallic Mines 

 

(A) 224BApplication Required. No quarry or non-metallic mine operation may be 

commenced in Iron County unless said activity is first approved by the Iron County 

Zoning Committee. Application requesting Iron County Zoning Committee approval 

of a proposed quarrying or non-metallic mining activity shall be submitted to the Iron 

County Zoning Department, and shall be accompanied by: 

(1) 792BA description of all phases of the contemplated operation including types of 

machinery and equipment which will or might be necessary to carry on the 

operation. Where the operation is to include sand and gravel washing, the 

estimated daily quantity of water required, its source and its disposition shall be 

identified. 

(2) 793BA legal description of the property on which the nonmetallic mine is located or 

proposed, including the parcel identification number. 

(3) 794BThe names, addresses and telephone numbers of all persons or organizations who 

are owners or lessors of the property on which the nonmetallic mining site is 

located. 

(4) 795BThe name, address, and telephone number of the person or organization who is 

the operator. 

(5) 796BA certification by the operator of the operator's intent to comply with the 

statewide nonmetallic mining reclamation standards established by Section 9.7.4. 

(6) 797BA Reclamation Plan as hereinafter required. 

(7) 798BIf specifically required by the Iron County Zoning Committee, a topographic map, 

at a minimum contour interval of ten (10) feet, of the proposed site and the area 

extending beyond the site to a minimum distance of three hundred (300) feet on 

all sides. 

(8) 799BAny other and further information that Iron County, by the Iron County Zoning 

Committee, may require. 

(B) 225BConsideration of Compatibility. In reviewing a proposal for a quarrying or non- 

metallic mining activity, the Iron County Zoning Committee shall take into 

consideration: 

(1) 800BThe effect of the proposed operation on drainage and water supply, particularly in 

connection with sand and gravel washing. 

(2) 801BThe possibility of soil erosion as a result of the proposed operation. 

(3) 802BThe most suitable land use for the area. 

(4) 803BThe impact upon, and the opinions and positions of, owners of lands within the 

vicinity of the proposed non-metallic mining site. 

(5) 804BWhether the applicant has ever failed to comply with a reclamation plan. 

(C) 226BReclamation Plan and Financial Assurance Required. No authority or permit to 

carry on a quarrying or non-metallic mining operation shall be given until a 

reclamation plan has been approved, as required herein, and the operator has agreed to 

restore the quarried or mined area to a condition of practical usefulness and 

reasonable physical attractiveness. Further, the operator shall provide sufficient 

financial assurance to secure the performance of the reclamation agreement, as 

required herein. The agreement and financial assurance shall be in forms approved by 
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the Corporation Counsel, and shall meet the requirements of Section 135.40, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(D) 227BConditions for Approval. The Iron County Zoning Committee may set forth 

conditions of approval regarding appropriate setback and other dimensional 

requirements particularly with reference to avoiding a nuisance effect on surrounding 

residential uses, or an attractive nuisance effect upon children or passersby. Suitable 

fencing, capping and landscaping may be required. 

 

Section56B 9.7.4 Standards 

 

(A) 228BStandards. All nonmetallic mining sites subject to this Ordinance shall be reclaimed 

in conformance with the standards contained in Subchapter II of Chapter NR 135, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, as set forth below, and as amended from time to 

time; 

(1) 805BGeneral Standards. 

(a) 1050BRefuse and Other Solid Wastes. Nonmetallic mining refuse shall be reused 

in accordance with a reclamation plan. Other solid wastes shall be 

disposed of in accordance with applicable rules of the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources adopted pursuant to chp. 289 and 291, 

Stats. 

(b) 1051BArea Disturbed and Contemporaneous Reclamation. Nonmetallic mining 

reclamation shall be conducted, to the extent practicable, to minimize the 

area disturbed by nonmetallic mining and to provide for nonmetallic 

mining reclamation of portions of the nonmetallic mining site while 

nonmetallic mining continues on other portions of the nonmetallic mining 

site. 

(c) 1052BPublic Health. Safety and Welfare. All nonmetallic mining sites shall be 

reclaimed in a manner so as to comply with federal, state and local 

regulations governing public health, safety and welfare. 

(d) 1053BHabitat Restoration. When the land use required by the reclamation plan 

approved pursuant to this Ordinance requires plant, fish or wildlife habitat, 

it shall be restored, to the extent practicable, to a condition at least as 

suitable as that which existed before the lands were affected by 

nonmetallic mining operations. 

(e) 1054BCompliance with Environmental Regulations. Reclamation of nonmetallic 

mining sites shall comply with any other applicable federal, state and local 

laws including those related to environmental protection, zoning and land 

use control. 

(2) 806BSurface Water and Wetlands Protection. Nonmetallic mining reclamation shall 

be conducted and completed in a manner that assures compliance with the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources' water quality standards for surface 

waters and wetlands contained in Chapters NR 102 to NR 105, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. Before disturbing the surface of a nonmetallic mining site 

and removing topsoil, all necessary measures for diversion and drainage of runoff 

from the site to prevent pollution of waters of the state shall be installed in 

accordance with the reclamation plans approved pursuant to this Ordinance. 
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Diverted or channelized runoff resulting from reclamation may not adversely 

affect neighboring properties. 

(3) Groundwater Protection. 

(a) 1055BGroundwater Quantity. A nonmetallic mining site shall be reclaimed in a 

manner that does not cause a permanent lowering of the water table that 

results in adverse effects on surface waters or a significant reduction in the 

quantity of groundwater reasonably available for future users of 

groundwater. 

(b) 1056BGroundwater Quality. Nonmetallic mining reclamation shall be conducted 

in a manner which does not cause groundwater quality standards in 

Chapter NR 140, Wisconsin Administrative Code to be exceeded at a 

point of standards application defined in that Ordinance. 

(4) Topsoil Management. 

(a) 1057BRemoval. Topsoil and topsoil substitute material shall be removed, 

protected and redistributed to support reclamation and site stabilization. 

Topsoil shall be managed as specified in the reclamation plan approved 

pursuant to this chapter in order to achieve reclamation to the approved 

post-mining land use. Topsoil and topsoil substitute material removal shall 

be performed, as required by the reclamation plan, prior to any mining 

activity associated with any specific phase of the mining operation. 

(b) 1058BVolume. The operator shall obtain the volume of soil required to perform 

final reclamation by removal of on-site topsoil or topsoil substitute 

material or by obtaining topsoil or substitute material as needed to make 

up the volume of topsoil as specified in the reclamation plan, approved 

pursuant to this Ordinance. 

(c) 1059BStorage. Once removed, topsoil or topsoil substitute material shall, as 

required by the reclamation plan approved pursuant to this Ordinance, 

either be used in contemporaneous reclamation or stored in an 

environmentally acceptable manner. The location of stockpiled topsoil or 

topsoil substitute material shall be chosen to protect the material from 

erosion or further disturbance or contamination. Runoff water shall be 

diverted around all locations in which topsoil or topsoil substitute material 

is stockpiled. 

(5) 807BFinal Grading and Slopes. 

(a) 1060BAll areas affected by mining shall be graded in accordance with the 

reclamation plan approved pursuant to this Ordinance to achieve a stable 

and safe condition consistent with the post mining land use. The 

reclamation plan may designate areas such as stable slopes and rock faces 

which do not require final grading. 

(b) 1061BFinal reclaimed slopes covered by topsoil or topsoil substitute material 

may not be steeper than a 3:1 horizontal to vertical incline, unless 

alternative requirements are approved under Section 9.7.5(O), and stable 

slopes can be demonstrated based on site-specific engineering analysis. 

The engineering analysis shall show that a minimum acceptable slope 

stability factor is attainable at a steeper slope and that the post-mining land 

use specified in the reclamation plan is not adversely affected. When the 
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slope occurs at the edge of a body of water, this approved slope shall 

extend vertically 6 feet below the lowest seasonal water level. A slope no 

steeper than 3:1 shall be created at a designated location or locations, 

depending on the size of the water body to allow for a safe exit. 

(c) 1062BAll areas in the nonmetallic mine site where topsoil or topsoil substitute 

material is to be reapplied shall be graded or otherwise prepared prior to 

topsoil or topsoil substitute material redistribution to provide the optimum 

adherence between the topsoil or topsoil substitute material and the 

underlying material. 

(6) 808BTopsoil Redistribution for Reclamation. Topsoil or topsoil substitute material 

shall be redistributed in accordance with the reclamation plan approved pursuant 

to this Ordinance in a manner which minimizes compaction and prevents erosion. 

Topsoil or topsoil substitute material shall be uniformly redistributed except 

where uniform redistribution is undesirable or impractical. Topsoil or topsoil 

substitute material redistribution may not be performed during or immediately 

after a precipitation event until the soils have sufficiently dried. 

(7) 809BRevegetation and Site Stabilization. Except for permanent roads or similar 

surfaces identified in the reclamation plan approved pursuant to this Ordinance, 

all surfaces affected by nonmetallic mining shall be reclaimed and stabilized by 

revegetation or other means. Revegetation and site stabilization shall be in 

accordance with the approved reclamation plan and shall be performed as soon as 

practicable after mining activity has permanently ceased in any part of the mine 

site. 

(8) 810BAssessing Completion of Successful Reclamation. 

(a) 1063BThe criteria for assessing when reclamation is complete and,-therefore, 

when the financial assurance may be released shall be specified in the 

reclamation plan approved pursuant to this Ordinance. Criteria to evaluate 

reclamation success shall be quantifiable. 

(b) 1064BCompliance with the revegetation success standards in the approved 

reclamation plan shall be determined by: 

i. 1141BOn-site inspections by Iron County, by the Iron County Zoning 
Administrator or such other official as shall be designated; 

ii. 1142BReports presenting results obtained during reclamation evaluations 

including summarized data on revegetation, photo-documentation 

or other evidence that the criteria approved in the reclamation plan 

to ascertain success have been met; or 

(c) 1065BA combination of inspections and reports. 

i. 1143BIn those cases where the post mining land use specified in the 

reclamation plan requires a return of the mining site to a pre-

mining condition, the operator shall obtain baseline data on the 

existing plant community for use in the evaluation of reclamation 
success pursuant to this section. 

(d) 1066BRevegetation success may be determined by: 

i. 1144BComparison to an appropriate reference area; 

ii. 1145BComparison to baseline data acquired at the mining site prior to its 
being affected by mining; or 
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iii. 1146BComparison to an approved alternate technical standard. 

(e) 1067BRevegetation using a variety of plants indigenous to the area is favored. 

(9) 811BIntermittent Mining. Intermittent mining may be conducted provided that the 

possibility of intermittent cessation of operations is addressed in an operator's 

reclamation permit, no environmental pollution or erosion of sediments is 

occurring, and financial assurance for reclamation pursuant to Section 9.7.5(F) is 

maintained covering all remaining portions of the site that have been affected by 

nonmetallic mining and that have not been reclaimed. 

(10) 812BMaintenance. During the period of the site reclamation, after the operator has 

stated that reclamation is complete but prior to release of financial assurance, the 

operator shall perform any maintenance necessary to prevent erosion, 

sedimentation or environmental pollution, comply with the standards of this 

Subchapter, or to meet the goals specified in the reclamation plan approved 

pursuant to this Ordinance. 

 

Section57B 9.7.5 Permitting 

 

(A) 229BNonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit Application. 

(B) 230BRequired Submittal. The operator of all nonmetallic mining sites that operate on or 

after August 1, 2001 shall apply for a reclamation permit from Iron County. All 

applications for reclamation permits under this section shall be accompanied by the 

following information: 

(1) 813BA brief description of the general location and nature of the nonmetallic mine. 

(2) 814BA legal description of the property on which the nonmetallic mine is located or 

proposed, including the parcel identification number. 

(3) 815BThe names, addresses and telephone numbers of all persons or organizations who 

are owners or lessors of the property on which the nonmetallic mining site is 

located. 

(4) 816BThe name, address and telephone number of the person or organization who is the 

operator.  

(5) 817BA certification by the operator of his or her intent to comply with the statewide 

nonmetallic mining reclamation standards established by Section 9.7.4. 

(6) 818BAny other and further information that Iron County may require, in accordance 

with Section NR 135.18(3), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(C) 231BExisting Mines. The operator of any existing nonmetallic mining site in operation on 

August 1, 2001 may apply for an automatic reclamation permit from Iron County by 

providing the information set forth below no later than on August 1, 2001 to the Iron 

County Zoning Administrator, Iron County Courthouse, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, 

Wisconsin 54534, via personal delivery or certified or registered mail: 

(1) 819BThe information required by Section 9.7.5(B). 

(2) 820BThe first year's annual fee, as required by Section 9.7.6(E). 

(3) 821BA certification signed by the operator that he or she will provide Iron County with 

a complete reclamation plan required by Section 9.7.5(E) and financial assurance 

required by Section 9.7.5(F) no later than the times established pursuant to this 

Ordinance. 
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(D) 232BNew Mines. The operator of any nonmetallic mine site that engages in or plans to 

engage in nonmetallic mining that will begin operations after August 1, 2001 or 

which has not applied for an automatic reclamation permit pursuant to Section 

9.7.5(C) shall submit an application that meets the requirements specified below to 

the Iron County Zoning Office, Iron County Courthouse, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, 

Wisconsin 54534, via personal delivery or certified or registered mail, prior to 

beginning operations. This application shall be accompanied by a plan review fee as 

specified in Section 9.7.6(D). 

(1) 822BThe information required by Section 9.7.5(B). 

(2) 823BThe plan review and annual fees required by Section 9.7.6(D) and Section 

9.7.6(E). 

(3) 824BA reclamation plan conforming to Section 9.7.5(E). 

(4) 825BA certification that he operator will provide, as a condition of the reclamation 

permit, financial assurance as required by Section 9.7.5(F) upon granting of the 

reclamation permit and before mining begins. 

(5) 826BTo avoid duplication, the permit application and submittals required under this 

subsection may, by reference, incorporate existing plans or materials that meet the 

requirements of this Ordinance. 

(E) 233BReclamation Plan. 

(1) 827BReclamation Plan Requirements. All operators of nonmetallic mining sites 

subject to this Ordinance shall prepare and submit a reclamation plan that meets 

the requirements of Section NR 135,19, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 828BExisting Mines. The operator of any nonmetallic mining site that submits an 

automatic permit application in conformance with Section 9.7.5(C) shall submit 

the reclamation plan required by Section 9.7.5(E)(1) not more than two (2) years 

after receipt of the automatic permit under Section 9.7.5(C). 

(3) 829BNew Mines. The operator of any nonmetallic mining site that applies for a permit 

in conformance with Section 9.7.5(D) shall submit the reclamation plan required 

by Section 9.7.5(E)(1) with its application for a reclamation permit and/or a 

permit to commence a quarrying or non-metallic mining activity, in accordance 

with Section 9.7.3(A). 

(4) 830BExisting Plans and Approvals. To avoid duplication of effort, the reclamation 

plan required by Section 9.7.5(E)(1) may, by reference, incorporate existing plans 

or materials that meet the requirements of this Ordinance. Previous approvals for 

nonmetallic mining sites that apply in accordance with sub. Section 9.7.5(C) shall 

satisfy the requirements of Section 9.7.5(E)(1) if they meet the requirements of 

Section NR 135.21 (l)(d), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(5) 831BApproval of Reclamation Plan. Iron County shall approve, conditionally 

approve or deny the reclamation plan submitted under this section in writing as 

part of permit issuance pursuant to Section 9.7.5(M)(2) for existing mines and 

Section 9.7.5(M)(4) for new mines. Conditional approvals of reclamation plans 

shall be made according to Section 9.7.5(M)(7), and denials of reclamation plans 

made according to Section 9.7.5(N). The operator shall keep a copy of the 

reclamation plan required by this section, once approved by Iron County under 

this Ordinance, at the mine site or, if not practicable, at the operator's nearest 

office or place of business. 
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(F) 234BFinancial Assurance. 

(1) 832BFinancial Assurance Requirements. All operators of nonmetallic mining sites in 

Iron County shall prepare and submit a proof of financial assurance that meets the 

following requirements: 

(a) 1068BNotification. Iron County shall provide written notification to the operator 

of the amount of financial assurance required under Section 9.7.2(C). 

(b) 1069BFiling. Following approval of the nonmetallic mining reclamation permit, 

and as a 'condition of the permit, the operator shall file a financial 

assurance with in Iron County. The financial assurance shall provide that 

the operator shall faithfully perform all requirements in this Ordinance, an 

applicable reclamation ordinance and the reclamation plan. Financial 

assurance shall be payable exclusively to Iron County. In cases where one 

or more other regulatory authorities regulate a nonmetallic mining site, all 

financial assurance shall be made payable to Iron County only if it 

currently has primary regulatory responsibility. 

(c) 1070BAmount and Duration of Financial Assurance. The amount of financial 

assurance shall equal as closely as possible the cost to Iron County of 

hiring a contractor to complete either final reclamation or progressive 

reclamation according to the approved reclamation plan. The amount of 

financial assurance shall be reviewed periodically by Iron County to 

assure it equals outstanding reclamation costs. Any financial assurance 

filed with Iron County shall be in an amount equal to the estimated cost 

for reclaiming all sites the operator has under project permits. Iron County 

may accept a lesser initial amount of financial assurance provided that the 

permittee initiates a process to continuously increase the amount of 

financial assurance until it is adequate to effect reclamation. An escrow 

account may be established that is based on production gross sales and 

serves to provide regular payments to an account that is designed to grow 

to the amount necessary to guarantee performance of reclamation by the 

expected time of final reclamation. The period of the financial assurance is 

dictated by the period of time required to establish the post mining land 

use declared and approved of in the reclamation plan. This may extend 

beyond the permit if required to accomplish successful and complete 

implementation of the reclamation plan. 

(d) 1071BForm and Management. Financial assurance shall be provided by the 

operator and shall be by a bond or an alternate financial assurance. 

Financial assurance shall be payable to Iron County and released upon 

successful completion of the reclamation measures specified in the 

reclamation plan. Alternate financial assurances may include, but are not 

limited to cash, certificates of deposits, irrevocable letters of credit, 

irrevocable trusts, established escrow accounts, demonstration of financial 

responsibility by meeting net worth requirements, or government 

securities. Any interest from the financial assurance shall be paid to the 
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operator. Certificates of deposit shall be automatically renewable or other 

assurances shall be provided before the maturity date. Financial assurance 

arrangements may include, at the discretion of Iron County, a blend of 

different options for financial assurance including a lien on the property 

on which the nonmetallic mining site occurs or a combination of financial 

assurance methods. 

(e) 1072BMultiple Projects. Any operator who obtains a permit from Iron County 

for two or more nonmetallic mining sites may elect, at the time the second 

or subsequent site is approved, to post a single financial assurance in lieu 

of separate financial assurance instruments for each nonmetallic mining 

site. When an operator elects to post a single financial assurance in lieu of 

separate financial assurances for each mining site, no financial assurances 

previously posted on individual mining sites shall be released until the 

new financial assurance has been accepted by Iron County. 

(f) 1073BMultiple Jurisdictions. In cases where more than one regulatory authority 

has jurisdiction, a cooperative financial security arrangement may be 

developed and implemented by the regulatory authorities to avoid 

requiring the permittee to prove financial assurance with more than one 

regulatory authority for the same nonmetallic mining site. Financial 

assurance is required for each site and two or more sites of less 'than one 

acre by the same operator, except that governmental units are not required 

to obtain financial assurance. 

i. 1147BCertification or Completion and Release. 

ii. 1148BThe operator shall notify the regulatory authority, by filing a notice 

of completion, at the time that he or she determines that 

reclamation of any portion of the mining site or the entire site is 

complete. Iron County shall inspect the mine site or portion thereof 

that was the subject of the notice of completion to determine if 

reclamation has been carried out in accordance with the approved 

reclamation plan. Iron County may partially release the financial 

assurance if it determines that compliance with a portion of the 

reclamation plan has been achieved and requires no waiting period. 

After determining that reclamation is complete Iron County shall 

issue a certificate of completion and shall release the financial 

assurance or appropriately reduce the financial assurance in the 

case of reclamation of a portion of the mining site. 

iii. 1149BIron County shall make a determination of whether or not the 

certification in par. (a) can be made within 60 days that the request 

is received. 

iv. 1150BIron County may make a determination under this subsection that: 

a. 1154BReclamation is not yet complete; 

b. 1155BIt is not possible to assess whether reclamation is complete 

due to weather conditions, snow cover or other relevant 

factors; 

c. 1156BReclamation is complete in a part of the mine; or 
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d. 1157BReclamation is fully complete. 

(2) 833BForfeiture. Financial assurance shall be forfeited if any of the following occur: 

(a) 1074BA permit is revoked under Section 9.7.6(B) and the appeals process has 

been completed. 

(b) 1075BAn operator ceases mining operations and fails to reclaim the site in 

accordance with the reclamation plan. 

(3) 834BCancellation. Financial assurance shall provide that it may not be canceled by the 

surety or other holder or issuer except after not less than a 90 day notice to Iron 

County in writing by registered or certified mail. Not less than 30 days prior to the 

expiration of the 90-day notice of cancellation, the operator shall deliver to Iron 

County a replacement proof of financial assurance. In the absence of this 

replacement financial assurance, all mining shall cease until the time it is 

delivered and in effect. 

(4) 835BChanging; Methods of Financial Assurance. The operator of a nonmetallic 

mining site may change from one method of financial assurance to another. This 

may not be done more than once a year unless required by an adjustment imposed 

pursuant to Section 9.7.5(A). The operator shall give Iron County at least 60 days 

notice prior to changing methods of financial assurance and may not actually 

change methods without the written approval of Iron County. 

(5) 836BBankruptcy Notification. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site shall notify 

the regulatory authority by certified mail of the commencement of voluntary or 

involuntary proceeding under bankruptcy code, 11 US C, et seq., naming the 

operator as debtor, within 10 days of commencement of the proceeding. 

(6) 837BAdjustment of Financial Assurance. Financial assurance may be adjusted when 

required by Iron County. Iron County may notify the operator in writing that 

adjustment is necessary and the reasons for it. Iron County may adjust financial 

assurance based upon prevailing or projected interest or inflation rates, or the 

latest cost estimates for reclamation. 

(7) 838BNet Worth Test. 

(a) 1076BOnly an operator that meets the definition of "company" in s. 289.41 (1) 

(b), Stats., may use the net worth method of providing financial assurance. 

(b) 1077BThe operator shall submit information to the regulatory authority in 

satisfaction of the net worth test requirements of s. 289.41 (4), Stats. The 

criteria in secs. 289.41 (6), (b), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h) and (i), Stats., shall 

apply. 

(c) 1078BAn operator using the net worth test to provide financial assurance for 

more than one mine shall use the total cost of compliance for all mines in 

determining the net worth to reclamation cost ratio in accordance with s. 

289.41 (6), Stats. 

(d) 1079BDeterminations under the net worth test shall be done in accordance with 

s. 289.41 (5), Stats. 

(e) 1080BIn addition, the operator shall submit a legally binding commitment to 

faithfully perform all compliance and reclamation work at the mine site 

that is required under this chapter. 

(G) 235BExisting Mines. The operator of any nonmetallic mining that applies for an automatic 

reclamation permit in conformance with Section 9.7.5(M)(2) shall submit the proof of 
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financial assurance required by Section 9.7.5(F)(1) no later than one (1) year after 

receipt of the automatic permit under Section 9.7.5(M)(2). 

(H) 236BNew Mines. The operator of any nonmetallic mining site that applies for a 

reclamation permit in conformance with Section 9.7.5(D) shall submit the proof of 

financial assurance required by Section 9.7.5(F)(1) as specified in the reclamation 

permit issued to it under this Ordinance. 

(I) 237BPublic Nonmetallic Mining. The financial assurance requirements of this section do 

not apply to nonmetallic mining conducted by the State of Wisconsin, a state agency, 

board, commission or department, or a municipality. 

(J) 238BPublic Notice and Right of Hearing. 

(1) 839BNew Mines. Iron County shall, except as provided in Section 9.7.5(K) provide 

public notice and the opportunity for a public informational hearing as set forth 

below: 

(a) 1081BPublic Notice. 

i. 1151BExcept as provided in Section 9.7.2(C) for existing mines, when 

Iron County receives an application to issue a reclamation permit, 

it shall publish a public notice of the application no later than 30 

days after receipt of a complete application that satisfies Section 

9.7.5(D). 

ii. 1152BThe notice shall briefly describe the mining and reclamation 

planned at the nonmetallic mining site. The notice shall be 

published as a Class 2 notice pursuant to s. 985.07(2), Stats., in the 

official newspaper of Iron County. The notice shall mention the 

opportunity for public hearing pursuant to this section and shall 

give the locations at which the public may review the application 

and all supporting materials including the reclamation plan. 

iii. 1153BCopies of the notice shall be forwarded by Iron County to the 

county or applicable local zoning board, the county and applicable 

local planning organization, the county land conservation officer, 

and owners of land within 300 feet of the boundaries of the parcel 

or parcels of land on which the site is located. 

(2) 840BHearing. Except as provided in Section 9.7.2(C) for existing mines, Iron County 

shall provide for an opportunity for a public informational hearing on an 

application or request to issue a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit as 

follows. 

(a) 1082BIf it conducts a zoning-related hearing on the nonmetallic mine site, Iron 

County shall provide the opportunity at this hearing to present testimony 

on reclamation-related matters. This opportunity shall fulfill the 

requirement for public hearing for a nonmetallic mining reclamation 

permit required by this section. Iron County shall consider the 

reclamation-related testimony in the zoning-related hearing in deciding on 

a permit application pursuant to this Ordinance. 

(b) 1083BIf there is no opportunity for a zoning-related hearing on the nonmetallic 

mine site as described in par. (a), opportunity for public hearing required 

by this section shall be provided as follows. Any person residing within, 

owning property within, or whose principal place of business is within 300 
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feet of the boundary of the parcel or parcels of land in which the 

nonmetallic mining site is located or proposed may request a public 

informational hearing. Iron County shall hold a public hearing if requested 

by any of these persons within 30 days of the actual date of public notice 

under Section 9.7.2(A). This public informational hearing shall be held no 

sooner than 30 days nor later than 60 days after being requested. The 

hearing shall be conducted as set forth in Sections NR 135.20(1) and (2), 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, by the Iron County Zoning Committee as 

an informational hearing for the purpose of explaining and receiving 

comment from affected persons on the nature, feasibility and effects of the 

proposed reclamation. 

(c) 1084BThe subject matter and testimony at this informational hearing shall be 

limited to reclamation of the nonmetallic mine site. 

(K) 239BExisting Mines  

(1) 841BNo public notice or informational hearing is required for a nonmetallic mining 

reclamation permit issued pursuant to Section 9.7.5(M)(2) for an existing mine, 

except as provided in Section 9.7.2(C). 

(2) 842BIf the regulatory authority accepts a previously approved reclamation plan for that 

mine as provided in Section 9.7.5(M)(3), no further public notice or informational 

hearing is required. 

(3) 843BIf Iron County requires the submittal of a new reclamation plan, public notice and 

the opportunity for public informational hearing shall be provided following the 

receipt of the reclamation plan in accordance with Section 9.7.5(J)(1). In this case, 

the subject matter and testimony at that hearing, if held, shall be limited to the 

new reclamation plan. 

(L) 240BLocal Transportation-Related Mines. No public notice or informational hearing is 

required for a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued to a local transportation, 

related mine pursuant to Section 9.7.5(M)(5). 

(M) 241BIssuance of a Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit. 

(1) 844BPermit Required. Every operator of a nonmetallic mining site in Iron County 

who engages in or plans to engage in nonmetallic mining after August 1, 2001 

shall obtain a reclamation permit issued under this section, except nonmetallic 

mining sites exempt from this Ordinance as provided in Section 9.7.2(G). No 

person or non-exempt entity may engage in nonmetallic mining or nonmetallic 

mining reclamation after August 1, 2001 without a reclamation permit issued 

pursuant to this Ordinance. 

(2) 845BAutomatic Permit for Existing Mines. Iron County shall issue an automatic 

reclamation permit to the operator of any nonmetallic mining that submits an 

application meeting the requirements of Section 9.7.5(C) as set forth in Section 

135.21(1), Wisconsin Administrative Code. The automatic permit shall be issued 

within 30 days of such application. 

(3) 846BEvaluation of Follow-Up Submittals for Existing Mines. Mines covered by 

automatic permits issued under Section 9.7.5(M)(2) shall submit a reclamation 

plan in accordance with Section 9.7.5(E)(2) and proof of financial assurance in 

accordance with Section 9.7.5(G)by the deadlines established in those 

subsections. Reasonable extensions to these deadlines maybe granted in writing 
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by Iron County, by the Iron County Zoning Committee, where extenuating 

circumstances exist. The follow-up submittals required by this subsection shall be 

evaluated using the criteria and procedures in Sections NR 135.21 (1)(d) (e) and 

(f). 

(4) 847BPermit Issuance for New Mines. Applications for reclamation permits for 

nonmetallic mining sites not permitted under Section 9.7.5(M)(2) that satisfy 

Section 9.7.5(D) shall be issued a reclamation permit or otherwise acted on as 

provided in Section NR 135.21(2), Wisconsin Administrative Code. The permit 

shall require compliance with a reclamation plan submitted by the applicant that 

conforms with Section 9.7.5(E)(3), and provision by the applicant of financial 

assurance that conforms with Section 9.7.5(H) payable to Iron County prior to 

beginning mining. 

(5) 848BAutomatic Permit for Local Transportation-Related Mines. Iron County shall 

issue an automatic permit under this subsection for any borrow site operated to 

provide material for a locally-administered transportation project that meets the 

criteria in Section NR 135.23(l)(a), Wisconsin Administrative Code. This 

automatic permit shall be issued according to the provisions of Sections NR. 

135.23(l)(b) through (j), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(6) 849BExpedited Review. Any operator of a nonmetallic mining site may obtain an 

expedited review of a reclamation permit application by paying the expedited 

review fee specified in Section 9.7.6(D)(2). The expedited review shall be carried 

out according to the provisions of Section NR 135.23(2), Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. Such expedited review shall not waive, shorten or otherwise 

affect the public notice and right of hearing pursuant to Section 9.7.5(J). 

(7) 850BPermit Conditions. Permits issued under this section may include conditions as 

provided in Section NR 135.21(3), Wisconsin Administrative Code. One required 

condition shall be that new mines shall obtain financial assurance prior to 

beginning mining pursuant to Section NR 135.40, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code, 

(N) 242BPermit Denial. An application for a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit shall be 

denied if any of the factors specified in Section NR 135.22, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code exist. 

(O) 243BAlternative Requirements. 

(1) 851BScope of Alternative Requirements Approvable. An operator of a nonmetallic 

mining site may request an alternative requirement to any reclamation standard 

established in Section 9.7.4. Such a request may be made only on the basis of the 

criteria set forth in Section NR 135.26(1), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 852BProcedures. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site requesting an alternate 

requirement in Section 9.7.5(O)(1) shall demonstrate all the criteria in Section NR 

135.26(1), Wisconsin Administrative Code. This shall be submitted in writing to 

the Iron County Zoning Department Iron County Courthouse, 300 Taconite Street, 

Hurley, Wisconsin 54534. The request for an alternate requirement shall be 

included on the agenda for a meeting of the Iron County Zoning Committee, 

within forty-five (45) days of its receipt by the Committee. The operator making 

the request shall be notified, in writing, of the date and time of the meeting, and 

shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to present his or her request, to the 
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Zoning Committee. The Zoning Committee shall deliberate, taking into 

consideration the purpose and provisions of this Ordinance, and the best interests 

of the public, and shall than vote upon the request. A 2/3 vote of all Zoning 

Committee members present shall be required, for approval. The request shall be 

voted upon not more than forty (40) days after first appearing on a Zoning 

Committee agenda. 

(3) 853BTransmittal of Decision on Request for Alternate Requirements. The decision 

on a request for alternative reclamation requirements shall be in writing to the 

applicant and shall include documentation of why the alternative requirement was 

or was not approved. 

(4) 854BAppeal of Decision of Zoning Committee. The decision of the Zoning 

Committee may be appealed by the operator to the Board of Adjustment, 

established pursuant to Section 9.10.1, Ordinances of Iron County, provided the 

operator notifies the Iron County Clerk and the Iron County Zoning Administrator 

of the operator’s intention to so appeal, within fifteen (15) days after his or her 

receipt of the written notification of the decision of the Zoning Committee. 

(5) 855BNotice to Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Iron County shall 

provide notice to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as provided in 

Section NR 135.26(3)(a), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(P) 244BPermit Duration. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this 

Ordinance shall last through operation and reclamation of the nonmetallic mining site, 

unless suspended or revoked pursuant to Section 9.7.7(B)(2), or as limited under 

Section NR , 135.27, "Wisconsin Administrative Code where the mine operator is not 

the landowner. 

(Q) 245BPermit Transfer. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this 

Ordinance shall be transferred to a new owner or operator upon satisfaction of the 

conditions in Section NR 135.28, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(R) 246BPreviously Permitted Sites. For any nonmetallic mining site which had a 

reclamation permit previously issued pursuant to Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code that becomes subject to reclamation permitting authority of Iron 

County, the previously-issued municipal reclamation permit's terms and conditions 

shall remain in force until they can be modified by Iron County pursuant to Section 

9.7.6(A)(1). 

(S) 247BReview. Any permitting decision or action made by Iron County under this Ordinance 

may be reviewed as set forth in this section. Not withstanding ss. 68.001, 68.03 (8) 

and (9), 68.06 and 68.10 (1) (b), Stats., any person who meets the requirements of s. 

227.42 (1), Stats., may obtain a contested case hearing under s. 68.11, Stats., on Iron 

County's decision to issue, deny or modify a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit. 

 
Section 9.7.6 Administration 

 
(A) 248BPermit Modification. 

(1) 856BBy Iron County. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this 

Ordinance may be modified by Iron County if it finds that, due to changing 

conditions, the nonmetallic mining site is no longer' in compliance with this 

Ordinance. Such modification shall be by an order conforming with the 



 

81 | T i t l e  9    Iron County Code of Ordinances 
 

procedures in Section 9.7.7(B) and as provided in Section NR 135.24(1), 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 857BAt the Operator's Option. If the operator of any nonmetallic mine that holds a 

reclamation permit issued under this Ordinance desires to modify such permit or 

reclamation plan approved under this Ordinance, it may request such modification 

by submitting a written application for such modification to the Iron County 

Department, Iron County Courthouse, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, Wisconsin 

54534. The application for permit or plan modification shall be acted on using the 

standards and procedures of this Ordinance. 

(3) 858BRequired of the Operator. The operator of any nonmetallic mine that holds a 

reclamation permit issued under this Ordinance shall request a modification of 

such permit if required under the circumstances set out in Section NR 135.27, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. Such application for permit modification shall be 

acted on using the standards and procedures of this Ordinance. 

(4) 859BReview. All actions on permit modifications requested or initiated under this 

section are subject to review under Section 9.7.5(S). 

(B) 249BPermit Suspension or Revocation. 

(1) 860BGrounds. Iron County may suspend or revoke a nonmetallic mining reclamation 

permit issued pursuant to this Ordinance if it finds any of the grounds listed in 

Section NR 135.25(1), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 861BProcedures. If Iron County finds grounds for suspending or revoking a 

nonmetallic mining reclamation permit set forth in Section 9.7.6(B)(1), it may 

issue a special order suspending or revoking such permit as set forth in Section 

9.7.7(B)(2). 

(3) 862BConsequences. The consequences of a reclamation permit suspension or 

revocation order under Section 9.7.6(B) shall be as set forth in Sections NR 

135.25(2) and (3), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(C) 250BAnnual Operator Reporting. 

(1) 863BContents and Deadline. Annual reports shall be submitted by the operators of 

nonmetallic mining sites that satisfy the requirements of Section 135.36, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. These reports shall be for reclamation during a 

calendar year, and submitted in writing within 60 days of the end of each calendar 

year to the Iron County Zoning Office, Iron County Courthouse, 300 Taconite 

Street, Hurley, Wisconsin 54534. Annual reports shall be submitted until 

reclamation at each nonmetallic mining site is certified as complete under Section 

9.7.6(G). Annual Reporting forms may be obtained from the Office of the Iron 

County Zoning Administrator, 

(2) 864BInspection in Lieu of Report. Iron County may, at its discretion, obtain the 

information required in Section 9.7.6(C)(1)by written documentation of an 

inspection it completes during a calendar year, as set forth in Section NR 

135.36(4), Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(3) 865BRetention of Annual Reports. Annual reports submitted under this section or 

inspection records that replace them shall be retained by Iron County, in the 

Office of the Iron County Zoning Administrator, for at least 10 years after the 

calendar year to which they apply. These records, or accurate copies of them, 

shall be made available to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources upon 
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written request or during its inspection or audit activities carried out pursuant to 

Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(D) 251BPlan Review Fees. 

(1) Amount and Applicability. A person who intends to operate a nonmetallic 

mining site for which a permit application has been submitted under Section 

9.7.5(D) shall submit a non-refundable plan review fee in accordance with the Fee 

Schedule established by the Iron County Zoning Committee, and as amended 

from time to time by the Iron County Zoning Committee. All non-refundable plan 

review fees shall be sent to the Iron County Zoning Department, 300 Taconite 

Street, Hurley, Wisconsin 54534. No plan review fee may be assessed under this 

section for any nonmetallic mine site for which an application for an automatic 

reclamation permit is submitted that meets the requirements of Section 9.7.5(C) or 

for any local transportation-related mine issued an automatic permit under Section 

9.7.5(M)(2). A separate plan review fee shall be paid under this section for any 

modification to an existing reclamation plan submitted pursuant to Section 

9.7.6(A). 

(2) 867BExpedited Plan Review Fee. A person who intends to operate a nonmetallic 

mining site for which a permit application has been submitted under Section 

9.7.5(D)  may obtain an expedited reclamation plan review by paying a fee in 

accordance with the Fee Schedule established by the Iron County Zoning 

Committee, and as amended from time to time by the Iron County Zoning 

Committee. Such fee shall be in addition to that required in Section 9.7.6(D)(1). 

(3) 868BRelation to Annual Fee. Any reclamation plan review fee or expedited 

reclamation plan review fee collected under this section shall be added to and 

collected as part of the first annual fee collected Section 9.7.6(E). 

(E) 252BAnnual Fees. 

(1) 869BAreas Subject to Fees, Procedures and Deadline. Operators of all nonmetallic 

mining sites subject to reclamation permits issued under this Ordinance shall pay 

annual fees to Iron County, by submitting the same to the Iron County Zoning 

Department, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, Wisconsin 54534. Fees paid under this 

section shall include both a share for the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources under Section 9.7.6(E)(2) and a share for Iron County under Section 

9.7.6(E)(3) that equals as closely as possible the costs of examination and 

approval on nonmetallic mining reclamation plans and the inspection of 

nonmetallic mining reclamation sites. These fees shall be calculated based on the 

amount of unreclaimed acres of each site, as defined in Section NR 135.39(1), 

Wisconsin Administrative Code and according to its provisions. Such fees apply 

to a calendar year or any part of a year in which nonmetallic mining takes place, 

until final reclamation is certified as complete under Section 9.7.6(G). Fees shall 

be paid no later than December 31 before the year for which they apply. 

(2) 870BWisconsin Department of Natural Resources Share of Fee. Fees paid under 

this section shall include a share for the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources equal to the amount specified in Section NR 135.39(3), Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. For sites on which no nonmetallic mining has taken place 

during a calendar year, fees to be paid under this section for the following year 

shall be $15.00. 
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(3) 871BIron County's Share of Fee. Fees paid under this section shall also include an 

annual fee due to Iron County which shall be in accordance with the Fee Schedule 

established by the Iron County Zoning Committee, and as amended from time to 

time by the Iron County Zoning Committee. All fees paid under this section shall 

be remanded to the Iron County Zoning Department, 300 Taconite Street, Hurley, 

Wisconsin 54534. 

(4) 872BReduced Fee for Inactive Mines. Any site on which no nonmetallic mining 

activity has taken place in a calendar year shall be assessed a fee for the following 

calendar year a fee in accordance with the Fee Schedule established by the Iron 

County Zoning Committee, and as amended from time to time by the Iron County 

Zoning Committee. 

(F) 253BRegulatory Reporting and Documentation. 

(1) 873BReporting. Iron County, by its Zoning Administrator, shall send an annual report 

to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources including the information 

required by Section NR 135.37, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 874BDocumentation. Iron County shall, to the best of its ability, maintain the 

information set forth in Section NR 135.47(3), Wisconsin Administrative Code, 

and make it available to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for that 

agency's audit of Iron County's reclamation program pursuant to Section NR 

135.47, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(G) 254BCompleted Reclamation Reporting, Certification and Effect. 

(1) 875BReporting. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site may certify completion of 

reclamation for a portion or all of the nonmetallic mining site pursuant to a 

reclamation plan prepared and approved pursuant to this Ordinance and Chapter 

NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Certification forms may be obtained 

from the Iron County Zoning Department, and shall be filed with said department, 

upon completion by operator. 

(2) 876BReporting of Interim Reclamation. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site 

may report completion of interim reclamation as specified in the reclamation plan 

for the site prepared and approved pursuant to this Ordinance and Chapter NR 

135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Reporting of interim reclamation shall be 

done according to the procedures in Section 9.7.6(C)(1). 

(3) 877BCertification of Completed Reclamation. Iron County shall inspect a 

nonmetallic mining site for which reporting of reclamation or interim reclamation 

has been submitted pursuant to this subsection within 60 days of receipt, and 

make a determination in writing in accordance with Section NR 135.40(7)(c), 

Wisconsin Administrative Code. If it is determined that interim or final 

reclamation is complete, including revegetation as specified in a plan that 

conforms with Section 9.7.5(E), Iron County shall issue the mine operator a 

written certificate of completion. 

(4) 878BEffect of Completed Reclamation. If reclamation is certified by Iron County as 

complete under Section 9.7.6(G) for part or all of a nonmetallic mining site, then: 

(a) 1085BNo fee shall be assessed Section 9.7.6(E) for the area so certified. 

(b) 1086BThe financial assurance Section 9.7.5(E) shall be released. 
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(c) 1087BFor sites which are reported as interim reclaimed under Section 

9.7.6(G)(2) and so certified under Section 9.7.6(G)(3), financial assurance 

for reclaiming the certified area shall be reduced. 

(5) 879BEffect of Inaction Following Report of Completed Reclamation. If no written 

response as required by Section 9.7.6(G)(3) for an area of the nonmetallic mine 

site reported as reclaimed or interim reclaimed is given within 60 days of 

receiving such request, any annual fee paid to Iron County for it under Section 

9.7.6(E) shall be refunded. 

 

(H) 255BPermit Termination. When all final reclamation required by a reclamation plan 

conforming to Section 9.7.5(E) and required by this Ordinance is certified as 

complete pursuant to Section 9.7.6(G), Iron County shall issue a written statement to 

the operator of the nonmetallic mining site, thereby terminating the reclamation 

permit. 

 
Section58B 9.7.7 Enforcement 

 
(A) 256BRight of Entry and Inspection. An official agent of Iron County, to-wit: Zoning 

Administrator, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Corporation Counsel, or District Attorney, or 

the assign(s) of any of them, may, pursuant to sec. 295.17, stats., enter a nonmetallic 

mining site subject to this Ordinance in the performance of his or her official duties at 

any reasonable time in order to inspect those premises and to ascertain compliance 

with Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code, or this Ordinance. Iron County shall furnish to the operator of 

said nonmetallic mining site any report prepared by Iron County regarding the 

inspection. 

(1) 880BObstruction Prohibited. No person may refuse entry or access to an official 

agent of Iron County, to-wit: Zoning Administrator, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, 

Corporation Counsel, or District Attorney, or the assign(s) of any of them, who 

requests entry for purposes of inspection, and who presents appropriate 

credentials. Any person who obstructs, hampers or interferes with the inspection 

shall be subject to a penalty for said violation, pursuant to Section 9.7.7(C) of this 

Ordinance. 

(B) 257BOrders and Citations. 

(1) 881BEnforcement Orders. Iron County may issue orders as set forth in Section 

295.19(l)(a), Wisconsin Statutes to enforce Subchapter I of Chapter 295, 

Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, this 

Ordinance, a permit issued pursuant to this Ordinance or a reclamation plan 

required by Section 9.7.5(E) and a permit issued under this Ordinance. A 

violation of this Ordinance, an order or permit issued pursuant to this Ordinance 

or a reclamation plan required by  Section 9.7.5(E) and a permit issued under this 

Ordinance shall be considered a violation of Subchapter I of Chapter 295, 

Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(2) 882BSpecial Orders. Iron County may issue a special order as set forth in Sections 

295.19(l)(b) and (c), Wisconsin Statutes suspending or revoking a nonmetallic 

mining reclamation permit pursuant to Section 9.7.6(B) or directing an operator to 
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immediately cease an activity regulated under Subchapter I of Chapter 295, 

Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or this 

Ordinance until the necessary plan approval is obtained. 

(3) 883BReview of Orders. An order issued under Section 9.7.7(B)(1) or Section 

9.7.7(B)(2) may be reviewed as provided in Section NR 135.43(2), Wisconsin 

Administrative Code, and a person or entity holding a reclamation permit who or 

which is subject to an order pursuant to Section 9.7.7(B)(1) or Section 9.7.7(B)(2) 

of this section shall have the right to review the order in a contested case hearing 

under s. 68.11, Stats., notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 68.001, 68.03 (8) and 

(9), 68.06 and 68.10 (1) (b), Stats. 

(4) 884BCitations. Iron County may issue a citation under s. 66.0113, Stats, and proceed 

under Subchapter I of Chapter 66, to collect forfeitures or require any action 

needed to enforce Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 

135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, this Ordinance, a permit issued pursuant to 

this Ordinance or a reclamation plan required by  Section 9.7.5(E) and a permit 

issued under this Ordinance. The issuance of a citation under this subsection shall 

not preclude proceeding under any other ordinance or law relating to the same or 

any other matter. Proceeding under any other ordinance or law relating to the 

same or any other matter shall not preclude the issuance of a citation under this 

subsection. 

(5) 885BSpecial Inspection Warrants. Iron County may apply for, obtain and execute a 

special inspection warrant under sec. 66.0119, stats., to enforce Subchapter I of 

Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code, and this Ordinance. For this purpose, "Peace Officer," as defined in 

66.0119(l)(b), stats., shall include the Iron County Zoning Administrator. 

(6) 886BEnforcement Of Orders. Iron County may submit any order issued under 

Section 9.7.7(B) to the corporation counsel, the district attorney, or the attorney 

general for enforcement as provided in Section 295.19(l) (d), Wisconsin Statutes. 

The corporation counsel, district attorney, or the attorney general may enforce 

those orders. 

(7) 887BProsecution of Citations and Forfeiture Complaints. Citations and Forfeiture 

Complaints issued for violations of this Ordinance, Subchapter I of Chapter 295, 

Wisconsin Statutes, or Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, may be 

submitted to the corporation counsel, the district attorney, or the attorney general, 

for prosecution. 

(C) 258BPenalties. Any violation of Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 

NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, this Ordinance, a permit issued pursuant to 

this Ordinance or a reclamation plan required by  Section 9.7.5(E) and a permit issued 

under this Ordinance may result in a forfeiture, as follows: 

(1) 888BAny person who violates Section 9.7.7(A)(1) may be required to forfeit not less 

than $25 nor more than $ 1,000 for each violation, plus the costs of prosecution 

and court costs. Each day of continued violation is a separate offense. While an 

order issued Section 9.7.6(F) is suspended, stayed or enjoined, this penalty does 

not accrue. 

(2) 889BAny person who violates Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Stats., Chapter NR 135, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, any reclamation plan approved pursuant to this 



Iron County Code of Ordinances  T i t l e  9 | 86  
 

Ordinance or an order issued pursuant to Section 9.7.7(B)  shall forfeit not less 

than $10 nor more than $5,000 for each violation, plus the costs of prosecution 

and court costs. Each day of violation is a separate offense. While an order issued 

under Section 9.7.7(B)  is suspended, stayed or enjoined, this penalty does not 

accrue. 

(3) 890BBond amounts of and for the above-referenced violations shall be established by 

the Iron County Zoning Committee, and amended from time to time as deemed 

appropriate by said Committee. 

(4) 891BIron County shall have any and all other remedies afforded by the Wisconsin 

Statutes, in addition to the forfeitures and costs of prosecution specified above. 

 

 

 

Section59B 9.7.8 Salvage Yards. 

 

(A) 259BThis Section of the Iron County Land Use Ordinance is intended to protect the public 

health, safety and welfare. 

(B) 260BNo salvage or junk yard shall be permitted in Iron County unless a Conditional Use 

Permit has been approved by the Iron County Land and Zoning Committee. 

(C) 261BAll salvage or junk yards shall meet all State of Wisconsin regulations and the 

following Iron County Requirements: 

(1) 892BSalvage and junk yards shall have a minimum side and rear yard of one hundred 

(100) feet and the setback for the front yard shall be a minimum of one hundred 

(100) feet from any road, street, or highway right-of-way. 

(2) 893BSalvage and junk yards shall be enclosed by a suitable fence or planted screen 

through which the material is not visible to other property owners nor from any 

public right-of-way such as roads, streets, highways or waterways. 

(3) 894BScreening and fences must be kept in good repair at all times. 

(4) 895BMaterial shall not be piled against fences or screens, or exceed the height of fence 

or screen. 

(D) 262BWithin sixty (60) days after the original adoption of this Chapter, all existing salvage 

and junkyards shall file for an Iron County Permit and meet all the requirements as 

stated in Subsections (B) and (C). 

(E) 263BAnyone violating this Section shall be subject to citations as per the Iron County Land 

Use Citation Ordinance. 

 

Section60B 9.7.9  Garbage and Refuse Disposal Sites. 

 

(A) 264BNo garbage or refuse disposal sites shall be permitted in Iron County except in 

conformance with the rules and regulations of NR 500, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(B) 265BAll such disposal sites shall have minimum front, side and rear yards of one hundred 

(100) feet each. 

(C) 266BGarbage refuse disposal sites shall be screened so that the salvage materials are not 

visible from other property in the vicinity, nor from a public right-of-way such as 

roads, streets, and highways and waterways. 
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Section61B 9.7.10 Mobile Home Parks. 

 

(A) 267BExcept as otherwise specified, a mobile home park, the plan of which has been 

approved by the County Zoning Committee shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) 896BMinimum size-four (4) acres. 

(2) 897BMaximum number of mobile home sites-six (6) per acre. 

(3) 898BMinimum width of a mobile home site-forty (40) feet. 

(4) 899BMaximum height of a mobile home trailer-fifteen (15) feet. 

(5) 900BMinimum distance between mobile home trailers-twenty (20) feet. 

(6) 901BMinimum distance between mobile home and service road-ten (10) feet. 

(7) 902BEach mobile home site shall be connected to a public or common water supply 

system and a public or common sewage disposal system. 

(8) 903BAll drives, parking areas and walkways shall be hard surfaced. There shall be one 

(1) parking space for each mobile home and additional parking spaces for 

automotive vehicles within the park, totaling not less than one and one-quarter (1 

¼) parking spaces for each mobile home space. 

(9) 904BNo mobile home sales office or other business or commercial use shall be located 

on the mobile home park site. However, laundries, washrooms, recreation rooms, 

maintenance equipment storage and one (1) office are permitted. 

(10) 905BMinimum side yard setback-forty (40) feet at all front, side and rear lot lines of 

the mobile home park. 

(11) 906BEach mobile home park shall be completely enclosed, except for permitted 

entrances and exists; by: 

(a) 1088BA temporary planting of fast-growing material, capable of reaching a 

height of fifteen (15) feet or more, and 

(b) 1089BA permanent evergreen planting, the individual tree to be of such a 

number and so arranged that within ten (10) years they will have formed a 

dense screen. Such permanent planting shall be grown or maintained to a 

height of not less than fifteen (15) feet. 

(12) 907BAll mobile homes shall meet the construction standards of the Mobile Homes 

Manufacturing Association. 

(13) 908BMobile home parks shall comply with the sanitation regulations of the Iron 

County Sanitary Code and the appropriate requirements of the Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. 

 

Section62B 9.7.11 Trailer Camps. 

 

(A) 268BExcept that a trailer or recreation vehicle may be parked or located in conformance to 

Section 9.7.12, no trailer or recreation vehicle shall be located within Iron County 

except in a Federal, State. Town or County camp or in a campsite, the plan of which 

has been approved by the Iron County Zoning Committee. 

(B) 269BEach trailer site shall be plainly marked and surfaced. 

(C) 270BMaximum number of trailer sites shall be fifteen (15) per gross acre. 

(D) 271BAll drives and parking areas other than those at individual trailer sites shall be hard 

surfaced. 
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(E) 272BCentral toilet, shower and washing facilities shall be provided in sufficient quantity, 

as determined by the State Department of Health and Social Services requirements. 

(F) 273BWater supply and the manner of sewage disposal shall comply with regulations of the 

Iron County Sanitary Code and the appropriate requirements of the Wisconsin 

Administrative Code. 

(G) 274BNo trailer shall be less than fifty (50) feet from the front, side or rear lot lines of the 

camp. 

(H) 275BMarshland and shoreline areas shall not be altered. 

(I) 276BThe screening provisions for mobile home parks shall be met. 

 
 

Section63B 9.7.12 Travel Trailers and Recreation Vehicles. 

 
(A) 277BNo recreational vehicle shall be used as a permanent residence or as a storage 

accessory structure. 

(B) 278BRecreational vehicles located in a campground shall comply with DHS 178. 

(C) 279B Any recreational vehicle located outside an approved campground or park shall: 

(1) 909BRequire a Uniform County Address System Number (fire number) to be assigned 

to the access point of the parcel. 

(2) 910B Meet the setback and dimensional requirements of the district in which it is 

located 

(3) 911BRequire a Recreational Vehicle Permit when it is being used for a temporary 

dwelling and is located on a parcel of land 14 or more days and less than 90 days 

in a calendar year.  If the recreational vehicle or trailer is located on a parcel of 

land for more than 90 days in a calendar year a conditional use permit and 

Recreational Vehicle Annual Permit shall be required and a privy or sanitary 

waste disposal system meeting the requirements of the Dept. of Safety and 

Professional Services Sanitary Code shall be provided. 

(4) 912BSuch units shall be permitted to be stored within a garage, carport or accessory 

structure or in the rear or side yard areas of developed parcels of land, provided 

setback standards are met.  Units shall not be stored on undeveloped parcels.  The 

placement or storage of more than three (3) units shall require a conditional use 

permit and/or meet the requirements of a permitted campground or park. 

(D) 280BNo abandoned, dilapidated, unsafe or unsanitary unit will be allowed on the parcel.   

(E) 281BA time limit of not less than thirty (30) days shall be given in the order for the 

removal of any recreational vehicle not complying with the provisions of this Section. 

(F) 282BWithin one (1) year after the adoption of this amendment, all nonconforming 

recreational vehicles and trailers shall comply with the terms of this Section. 

(G) Any Recreational Vehicle or Trailer on a parcel of land located in the Town of Mercer 

must also meet the requirements of Ordinance: No. 2004.01 section 3.3 of the Town 

of Mercer. 

  
Section64B 9.7.13 Fences, Walls and Hedges. 

 

(A) 284BFences, walls and hedges erected, placed or maintained shall be regulated by the 

following: 
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(1) 913BNo fence, wall, or hedge shall be constructed that would constitute a nuisance, 

pursuant to Chapter 844.10, Wis. Slats. 

(2) 914BNo fence, wall or hedge shall exceed a height of six (6) feet except as provided. 

(a) 1090BThere shall be no height limitation for fences that protect playgrounds, 

baseball backstops, tennis courts and like activities. 

(b) 1091BThere shall be an eight (8) foot height limit to act as a screen between 

residential districts and any land use that would require a Conditional Use 

Permit, pursuant to Article VIII. 

(c) 1092BNo fence, wall, hedge or shrubbery shall be erected, maintained or grown 

to a height exceeding three (3) feet above the road or street grade nearest 

thereto where the lot is bound by intersecting roads or streets. within 

twenty (20) feet of the intersection of any road or street line or road or 

street projected. 

(3) 915BFences erected may be decorative fences of either wood or wire and shall have a 

smooth surface on either side and shall be kept neat and in good repair. Barbed 

wire and solid board fences are forbidden, except as provided in Subsection (4). 

(4) 916BNo barbed wire or solid board fence shall be used except to fence livestock, 

protect crops, industrial junkyards, utility or municipal property. Open fences that 

do not obstruct vision and used for these purposes may be in highway and 

waterfront setback areas and may exceed the height restrictions. 

(5) 917BFences erected in shoreland areas shall maintain the setbacks as required by the 

Iron County Shoreland Protection Ordinance. 

(6) 918BAnyone erecting a fence or wall except as described in Subsection (4) must have 

an Iron County Land Use Permit. 

 

 

 

Section 9.7.14 Ferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Bulk Sampling. 

 

(A) Title.  Ferrous Metallic Mineral Mining Bulk Sampling Ordinance for the County 

of Iron. 
(B) Purpose.  This Ordinance requires a person or entity engaging in ferrous metallic 

mineral mining Bulk Sampling in the County to first obtain a Conditional Use 

Permit from the County the conditions of which shall, to the extent of the 

County’s zoning authority and police powers, promote the public health, safety, 

convenience and general welfare, and encourage planned and orderly land use 

development. 

(C) Statutory Authority. This section is adopted pursuant to sections 59.01‐59.04, 

59.51, 59.54, 59.69‐59.70, 92.07, 92.11, 293.41, 293.43(4) and 295.443(1m) 

Wisconsin Statutes, as amended, and pursuant to County Home Rule and Police 

Powers. 

(D) Definitions.  When used herein, the following words are defined as follows:   

(1) “Bulk Sampling” means excavating in a potential mining site by 

removing  material for the purpose of obtaining site-specific data to assess 

the quality and quantity of a deposit pursuant to section 295.45 (1) 

Wisconsin Statutes and as set forth in section 295.41(7) as amended. 
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(2) “County” shall mean the County of Iron in the State of Wisconsin. 

(3) “Local Management Zone” means and refers to real property or land, 

improved or unimproved, situated in Iron County which is within one 

thousand (1,000) feet of metallic mineral mining Bulk Sampling activities. 

(4) “Ferrous mineral” shall mean an ore or earthen material in natural 

deposits in or on the earth that primarily exists in the form of an iron 

oxide, including taconite and hematite, or as otherwise defined in 

295.41(18) Wisconsin Statutes as amended. 

(5)  “Metallic mineral mining” shall mean mining for any metal or metals, 

including ferrous and nonferrous mineral mining.  This definition does not 

refer to Exploration, Prospecting or Bulk Sampling as defined in this 

Zoning Code. 

 (6) “Person” shall mean an individual, owner, mine operator, corporation, 

limited liability company, partnership, association, municipality, interstate 

agency, state agency, federal agency or another entity. 

 

(7) Other Words Defined.  Words which are not defined in this section shall 

have the meaning provided for elsewhere in the Iron County Code or in 

Wisconsin Statutes unless such a definition is inconsistent with a 

definition provided for herein. 

 

 

(E) Bulk Sampling.  Bulk sampling under 295.41 (7) of any kind pursuant to 295.45 

(1) for ferrous metallic mineral mining is a conditional use in the R-3, A-1, A-2, 

C-1, I-1, I-2, F-1, and W-1 districts.   

(F) Conditional Use Application Required.  No Metallic Mineral Mining Bulk 

Sampling may be commenced in Iron County unless said activity is first approved 

by the Iron County Zoning Committee.  A Conditional Use Application 

requesting Iron County Zoning Committee approval of a proposed Metallic 

Mineral Mining Bulk Sampling activity shall be submitted to the Iron County 

Zoning Department and shall be accompanied by: 

(1) The Iron County Metallic Mineral Mining Bulk Sampling Conditional Use 

Application form. 

(2) The Bulk Sampling Plan that is submitted to the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources. 

(3) The Metallic Mineral Mining Bulk Sampling Conditional Use Application 

Fee, in the amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or such other amount 

as the County Board may set from time-to-time. 

(G) Conditional Use Standards and Procedures.  Conditional use permits under this 

Ordinance shall conform to the standards and procedures set forth herein as well 

as 59.69 Wisconsin Statutes and sections 9.8.1 (general conditional use standards) 

and section 9.8.2 (conditional use procedures) as set forth in Article VIII of the 

County Zoning Code. 
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(H) Factors to Be Considered.  In reviewing a proposal for a metallic mineral mining 

bulk sampling activity, the Iron County Zoning Committee shall take into 

consideration: 

 

(1) Substantial adverse impacts of the proposed metallic mineral mining Bulk 

Sampling on land use and values regarding properties in the Local 

Management Zone. 

 

(2) Substantial adverse effects on agriculture, forestry, industry, future 

business growth, or property tax due to the proximity of bulk sampling site 

and on the ability of municipalities to efficiently and economically use 

public lands. 

 

(3) Substantial adverse effects on public roads, public highways, bridges and 

other public infrastructure from vehicles and equipment used in metallic 

mineral mining bulk sampling activity. 

 

(4) Substantial adverse noise, dust, fumes, light, and visual impacts on 

properties in the Local Management Zone. 

 

(5) Substantial adverse water table and surface and groundwater quantity and 

quality impacts in the Local Management Zone. 

 

(6) Substantial adverse public safety, crime, or other issues regarding 

maintenance of the peace and safety of County residents. 

 

(7) Such other factors as might in the opinion of the Zoning Committee have a 

substantial adverse impact on the health, safety, and welfare of the County 

or its residents. 

 

(I) Conditions Imposed.  The Zoning Committee may impose whatever conditions 

are necessary within its power to protect the interests set forth in this Ordinance, 

as well as human health and the environment and the health, safety and welfare of 

the County and its residents, and to abate or mitigate the impacts from Bulk 

Sampling.  Such conditions shall incorporate and take into account existing state 

and federal permits and approvals granted to the Applicant.  In the event of any 

conflict between such permits and approvals and a Conditional Use Permit under 

this Ordinance such permits and approvals shall control.  Conditions may include, 

without limitation: 

 

(1) truck routes and weight limits 

(2) hours of operation; 

(3) noise limits; 

(4) dust control measures; 

(5) run off protection; 

(6) ground water monitoring; 
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(7) emergency planning; 

(8) financial assurance for reclamation; 

(9) sunsets and deadlines for permits and the accomplishment of milestones; 

(10) blasting rules (time, notice, damages, etc.); 

(11) testing and precautions regarding sulfide spoils or runoff to prevent 

sulfuric acid formation; 

(12) limits on the use of solution, high pressure or other technologies which do 

not rely solely on excavation or boring technologies;  

(13) compensation to, (including financial assurance) property owners in the 

Local Management Zone and to the County for measurable damages or 

other financial impacts caused by the activity;  

(14) such other restrictions as may be reasonably necessary to protect the 

health, safety and welfare of human health and the environment or the 

health, safety and welfare of the County and its residents; and 

(15) subject to site safety rules and regulations under Wisconsin Statutes and 

the Mining Safety Health Act including but not limited to 30 C.F.R. 48.31, 

consent to County personnel access to the property containing the area of 

Bulk Sampling activity at all reasonable hours without notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 9.7.15 Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Prospecting. 

 

(A) Title.  Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Prospecting Ordinance for the County of 

Iron. 

(B) Purpose.  This Ordinance requires a person or entity engaging in nonferrous 

metallic mineral prospecting in the County to first obtain a Conditional Use 

Permit from the County the conditions of which shall, to the extent of the 

County’s zoning authority and police powers, promote the public health, safety, 

convenience and general welfare, and encourage planned and orderly land use 

development. 

(C) Statutory Authority. This section is adopted pursuant to sections 59.01‐59.04, 

59.51, 59.54, 59.69‐59.70, 92.07, 92.11, 293.41, 293.43(4) and 295.443(1m) 

Wisconsin Statutes, as amended, and pursuant to County Home Rule and Police 

Powers. 

(D) Definitions.  When used herein, the following words are defined as follows:   

(1) “County” shall mean the County of Iron in the State of Wisconsin. 

(2) “Local Management Zone” means and refers to real property or land, 

improved or unimproved, situated in Iron County which is within one 

thousand (1,000) feet of metallic mineral prospecting activities. 

(3) “Metallic mineral mining” shall mean mining for any metal or metals, 

including ferrous and nonferrous mineral mining.  This definition does not 

refer to Exploration, exploring, Prospecting or Bulk Sampling as defined 

in this Zoning Code. 



 

93 | T i t l e  9    Iron County Code of Ordinances 
 

(4) “Nonferrous mineral” shall mean ore or earthen material in natural 

deposits on or in the earth that do not contain iron oxide in concentrations 

sufficient to render that iron oxide worthy of commercial development and 

sale via mining technologies. 

(5) “Prospecting”  shall mean engaging in the examination of an area for the 

purpose of determining the quality and quantity of nonferrous metallic 

minerals and as set forth in section 293.01 (18). 

 

(6) “Prospecting Site” shall mean the lands on which prospecting is actually 

conducted as well as those lands on which physical disturbance will occur 

as a result of such activity.  

 

(7) Other Words Defined.  Words which are not defined in this section shall 

have the meaning provided for in Wisconsin Statutes unless such a 

definition is inconsistent with a definition provided for herein. 

(E) Prospecting.   Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Prospecting under 293.01 (18) of any 

kind pursuant to a DNR permit 293.35 (1) for nonferrous metallic mineral mining 

will be a conditional use in all districts except R-1(Residential), R-2 (Residential), 

RR-1 (Residential Recreation) and W-2 (Shoreland-Wetland).    

(F)  Conditional Use Application Required.  No Nonferrous Metallic Mineral 

Prospecting may be commenced in Iron County unless said activity is first 

approved by the Iron County Zoning Committee.  Conditional Use Application 

requesting Iron County Zoning Committee approval of a proposed Nonferrous 

Metallic Mineral Prospecting activity shall be submitted to the Iron County 

Zoning Department and shall be accompanied by: 

(1) The Iron County Nonferrous Metallic Mineral Prospecting Conditional 

Use Application form. 

(2) The Prospecting Permit Application that is submitted to and deemed 

complete by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  

(3) The Metallic Mineral Prospecting Conditional Use Application Fee, in the 

amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or such other amount as the 

County Board may set from time-to-time. 

(G) Conditional Use Standards and Procedures.  Conditional use permits under this 

Ordinance shall conform to the standards and procedures set forth herein as well 

as 59.69 Wisconsin Statutes and sections 9.8.1 (general conditional use standards) 

and section 9.8.2 (conditional use procedures) as set forth in Article VIII of the 

County Zoning Code. 

 

(H) Factors to be Considered.  In reviewing a proposal for a metallic mineral 

prospecting activity, the Iron County Zoning Committee shall take into 

consideration: 

 

(1) Substantial adverse impacts of the proposed metallic mineral prospecting 

on land use and values regarding properties in the Local Management 

Zone. 
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(2) Substantial adverse effects on agriculture, forestry, industry, future 

business growth, or property tax due to the proximity of prospecting site 

and on the ability of municipalities to efficiently and economically use 

public lands. 

 

(3) Substantial adverse effects on public roads, public highways, bridges and 

other public infrastructure from vehicles and equipment. 

 

(4) Substantial adverse noise, dust, fumes, light, and visual impacts on 

properties in the Local Management Zone. 

 

(5) Substantial adverse water table and surface and groundwater quantity and 

quality impacts in the Local Management Zone. 

 

(6) Substantial adverse public safety, crime, or other issues regarding 

maintenance of the peace and safety of County residents. 

 

(7) Such other factors as might in the opinion of the Zoning Committee have a 

substantial adverse impact on the health, safety, and welfare of the County 

or its residents. 

 

(I) Conditions Imposed.  The Zoning Committee may impose whatever conditions 

are necessary within its power to protect the interests set forth in this Ordinance, 

as well as human health and the environment and the health, safety and welfare of 

the County and its residents, and to abate or mitigate the impacts from prospecting 

including but not limited to:  Such conditions shall incorporate and take into 

account existing state and federal permits and approvals granted to the Applicant.  

In the event of any conflict between such permits and approvals and a Conditional 

Use Permit under this Ordinance, such permits and approvals shall control.  

Conditions may include, without limitation: 

 

(1) truck routes and weight limits 

(2) hours of operation; 

(3) noise limits; 

(4) dust control measures; 

(5) run off protection; 

(6) ground water monitoring; 

(7) emergency planning; 

(8) financial assurance for reclamation and restoration; 

(9) sunsets and deadlines for permits and the accomplishment of milestones; 

(10) blasting rules (time, notice, damages, etc.); 

(11) testing and precautions regarding sulfide spoils or runoff to prevent 

sulfuric acid formation;  

(12) limits on the use of solution, high pressure or other technologies which do 

not rely solely on excavation or boring technologies; 
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(13) compensation to, (including financial assurance) property owners in the 

Local Management Zone and to the County for measurable damages or 

other financial impacts caused by the activity. 

(14) such other restrictions as may be reasonably necessary to protect the 

health, safety and welfare of human health and the environment or the 

health, safety and welfare of the County and its residents; and 

(15) subject to site safety rules and regulations under Wisconsin Statutes and 

the Mining Safety Health Act including but not limited to 30 C.F.R. 48.31, 

consent to County personnel access to the property containing the area of 

prospecting activity at all reasonable hours without notice. 

 

 

Sec. 9.7.16   Mobile Tower Siting Regulations. 

 

(A) Purpose and Intent. The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate by zoning permit (1) 

the siting and construction of any new mobile service support structure and facilities; (2)  

the substantial modification of an existing support structure and mobile service facilities 

(“class 1 collocation”); and (3)  collocation on an existing support structure which does 

not require the substantial modification of an existing support structure and mobile 

service facilities (“class 2 collocation”). 

 

It is intended that the County shall apply these regulations to accomplish to the greatest 

degree possible the following: 

 

(1) Minimize adverse effects of mobile service facilities and mobile service support 

structures. 

 

(2) Maintain and ensure that a non-discriminatory, competitive and broad range of 

mobile services and high quality mobile service infrastructure consistent with the 

Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 and provided to serve the community, 

as well as serve as an important and effective part of Iron County’s police, fire, 

and emergency response network. 

 

(3) Provide a process of obtaining necessary permits for mobile service facilities and 

support structures while at the same time protecting the legitimate interests of Iron 

County citizens. 

 

(4) Encourage the use of alternative support structures, co-location of new antennas 

on existing support structures, camouflaged mobile service support structures, and 

construction of support structures with the ability to locate three (3) or more 

providers. 

 

Furthermore, this section is not intended to regulate residential satellite dishes or 

residential television antennas that are used privately. Additionally, it is not intended to 

regulate satellite dishes/antennas whose regulation is prohibited by Sec. 59.69(4d), or its 

successor sections, of the Wisconsin Statutes or as permitted by Federal Law. 
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(B) Definitions.  

 

(1) All definitions contained in s. 66.0404(1), Wisconsin Statutes are hereby 

incorporated by reference. 

 

(2) For the purpose of this section, the following terms and phrases shall be defined 

as: 

 

a. Camouflaged Mobile Service Support Structure: Any mobile service 

support structure that due to design or appearance hides, obscures, or 

conceals the presence of the mobile service support structure. 

 

b. Satellite Dish: A devise incorporating a reflective surface that is solid, 

open mesh, or bar configured that is shallow dish, cone, horn or 

cornucopia shaped and is used to transmit and/or receive electromagnetic 

signals. This definition is meant to include, but is not limited to, what are 

commonly referred to as satellite earth stations, TVROs and satellite 

microwave antennas. 

 

(C) Exempt from Permitting. The following shall be exempt from the requirement to obtain 

a land use permit, unless otherwise noted. 

 

(1) The use of all receive-only television antenna and satellite dishes. 

 

(2) Amateur Radio and/or Receive-Only Antennas. This ordinance shall not govern 

the installation of any antenna that is owned and/or operated by a federally 

licensed amateur radio operator and is used for amateur radio purposes or is used 

exclusively for receive-only purposes. 

 

(3) Mobile services providing public information coverage of news events of a 

temporary or emergency nature.  

 

(D) Siting and Construction of any New Mobile Service Support Structure and Facilities 

and Class 1 Collocation. 

 

(1) Application Process. 

 

a. A land use permit is required for the siting and construction of any new 

mobile service support structure and facilities and for Class 1 Collocation.  

 

b. A written permit application must be completed by any applicant and 

submitted to the Planning and Zoning Department. The application must 

contain the following information: 
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1. The name and business address of, and the contact individual for, 

the applicant. 

 

2. The location of the proposed or affected support structure. 

 

3. The location of the proposed mobile service facility. 

 

4. If the application is to substantially modify an existing support 

structure, a construction plan which describes the proposed 

modifications to the support structure and the equipment and 

network components, including antennas, transmitters, receivers, 

base stations, power supplies, cabling, and related equipment 

associated with the proposed modifications. 

 

5. If the application is to construct a new mobile service support 

structure, a construction plan which describes the proposed mobile 

service support structure and the equipment and network 

components, including antennas, transmitters, receivers, base 

stations, power supplies, cabling, and related equipment to be 

placed on or around the new mobile service support structure. 

 

6. If an application is to construct a new mobile service support 

structure, an explanation as to why the applicant chose the 

proposed location and why the applicant did not choose 

collocation, including a sworn statement from an individual who 

has responsibility over the placement of the mobile service support 

structure attesting that collocation within the applicant’s search 

ring would not result in the same mobile service functionality, 

coverage, and capacity; is technically infeasible; or is 

economically burdensome to the mobile service provider. 

 

c. A permit application will be provided by the Planning and Zoning 

Department upon request to any applicant. 

 

(2) Completed Applications. If an applicant submits to the Planning and Zoning 

Department an application for a permit to engage in an activity described in this 

ordinance, which contains all of the information required under this ordinance, the 

Planning and Zoning Department shall consider the application complete. If the 

Planning and Zoning Department does not believe that the application is 

complete, the Planning and Zoning Department shall notify the applicant in 

writing, within 10 days of receiving the application, that the application is not 

complete. The written notification shall specify in detail the required information 

that was incomplete. An applicant may resubmit an application as often as 

necessary until it is complete. 
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(3) County Responsibilities. Within 90 days of its receipt of a complete application, 

the Planning and Zoning Department shall complete all of the following or the 

applicant may consider the application approved, except that the applicant and the 

Planning and Zoning Department may agree in writing to an extension of the 90 

day period: 

 

a. Review the application to determine whether it complies with all 

applicable aspects of all applicable building codes and, subject to the 

limitations in this section, zoning ordinances. 

 

b. Make a final decision whether to approve or disapprove the application. 

 

c. Notify the applicant, in writing, of its final decision. 

 

d. If the decision is to disapprove the application, include with the written 

notification substantial evidence which supports the decision. 

 

(4) Disapproval. The Planning and Zoning Department may disapprove an 

application if an applicant refuses to evaluate the feasibility of collocation within 

the applicant’s search ring and provide the sworn statement described under 

paragraph (D)(1)b.6. 

  

(5) Application of Setback/Fall Zone. If an applicant provides the Planning and 

Zoning Department with an engineering certification showing that a mobile 

service support structure, or an existing structure, is designed to collapse within a 

smaller area than the setback or fall zone area required in a zoning ordinance, that 

zoning ordinance does not apply to such a structure unless the Planning and 

Zoning Department provides the applicant with substantial evidence that the 

engineering certification is flawed. 

 

(6) Fees. The fee for the permit is $3,000.  

 

(7) Limitations. Land Use Permits for Siting and Construction of any new mobile 

service support structure and facilities and land use permits for Class 1 

Collocations shall only be granted provided the following conditions exist: 

 

a. If the location of the proposed mobile service support structure or mobile 

service facility is on leased land, the lease agreement does not preclude the 

lessee from entering into leases on the site with other provider(s) and there 

is no other lease provision operating as a bar to collocation of other 

providers. 

 

b. The applicant has obtained Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

license numbers and registration numbers, if applicable. 
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c. The applicant and/or agent have copies of Findings of No Significant 

Impacts (FONSI) statement from the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) or Environmental Assessment or Environmental 

Impact Study (EIS), if applicable. 

 

d. The applicant and/or agent have copies of the determination of no hazard 

from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) including any 

aeronautical study determination or other findings, if applicable. 

 

e. The applicant and/or agent have plans indicating security measures (i.e. 

access, fencing, lighting, etc.). 

 

f. For new mobile service support structures, the applicant has obtained a 

report prepared by an engineer licensed by the State of Wisconsin 

certifying the structural design of the tower and its ability to accommodate 

additional antennas.  

 

g. The applicant and/or agent have proof of liability coverage. 

 

h. The applicant and/or agent have copies of an Affidavit of Notification 

indicating that all operators and owners of airports located within five (5) 

miles of the proposed site have been notified via certified mail. 

 

i. The Facility or collocation is designed to promote site sharing, such that 

space is reasonably available to collocators and such that 

telecommunication towers and necessary appurtenances, including but not 

limited to parking areas, access road, and utilities, are shared by site users 

whenever possible. 

 

(E) Class 2 Collocation. 

 

(1) Application Process. 

 

a. A land use permit is required for a class 2 collocation. A class 2 

collocation is a permitted use, but still requires the issuance of the permit. 

 

b. A written permit application must be completed by any applicant and 

submitted to the Planning and Zoning Department. The application must 

contain the following information: 

 

1. The name and business address of, and the contact individual for, 

the applicant. 

 

2. The location of the proposed or affected  support structure. 

 

3. The location of the proposed mobile service facility. 
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c. A permit application will be provided by the Planning and Zoning 

Department upon request to any applicant. 

 

(2) Requirements. A class 2 collocation is subject to the same requirements for the 

issuance of a land use permit to which any other type of commercial development 

or land use development is subject, except it is a permitted use.  

 

(3) Completed Applications. If an applicant submits to the Planning and Zoning 

Department an application for a permit to engage in an activity described in this 

ordinance, which contains all of the information required under this ordinance, the 

Planning and Zoning Department shall consider the application complete. If any 

of the required information is not in the application, the Planning and Zoning 

Department shall notify the applicant in writing, within 5 days of receiving the 

application, that the application is not complete. The written notification shall 

specify in detail the required information that was incomplete. An applicant may 

resubmit an application as often as necessary until it is complete. 

 

(4) County Requirements. Within 45 days of its receipt of a complete application, 

the Planning and Zoning Department  shall complete all of the following or the 

applicant may consider the application approved, except that the applicant and the 

Planning and Zoning Department  may agree in writing to an extension of the 45 

day period: 

 

a. Make a final decision whether to approve or disapprove the application. 

 

b. Notify the applicant, in writing, of its final decision. 

 

c. If the application is approved, issue the applicant the relevant permit. 

 

d. If the decision is to disapprove the application, include with the written 

notification substantial evidence which supports the decision. 

 

(5) Fees. The fee for the permit is as set forth in Iron County Land Use Ordinance 

Sec. 9.2.2, except that the maximum fee for the land use permit shall be the lesser 

of $500 or the amount charged for a building permit for a commercial or land use 

development.  

 

(F) Information Report. The purpose of the report under this subsection is to provide the 

County with accurate and current information concerning the mobile service facility 

owners and providers who offer or provide mobile services within the County, or that 

own or operate mobile service facilities within the County, to assist the County in 

enforcement of this subsection, and to assist the County in monitoring compliance with 

local, state and federal laws. 
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(1) Information Report. All mobile service support structure owners of any new 

mobile service support structure shall submit to the Zoning Department a 

Telecommunications Facility Information Report (the “Report”) within forty-five 

(45) days: (1) following land use approval; (2) of receipt of a written request from 

the Zoning Department; and (3) of any change in occupancy of the mobile service 

facility. The Report shall include the mobile service support structure owner’s 

name(s), address(es), phone number(s), contact person(s), and proof of bond as 

security for removal. The support structure owner shall supply the mobile service 

support structure height or current occupancy, if applicable, the number of 

collocation positions designated, occupied or vacant. This information shall be 

submitted on the County form provided and designated for such use, and shall 

become evidence of compliance. 

 

(G) Removal/Security for Removal. 

 

(1) It is the express policy of Iron County and this ordinance that mobile service 

support structures be removed once they are no longer in use and not a functional 

part of providing mobile service and that it is the mobile service support structure 

owner’s responsibility to remove such mobile service support structures and 

restore the site to its original condition or a condition approved by the Iron 

County Planning and Zoning Department. This restoration shall include removal 

of any subsurface structure or foundation, including concrete, used to support the 

mobile service support structure down to 5 feet below the surface. After a mobile 

service support structure is no longer being used for mobile service that is in 

operation, the mobile service support structure owner shall have one hundred 

eighty (180) days to effect removal and restoration unless weather prohibits such 

efforts. Permittee shall record a document with the Iron County Register of Deeds 

showing the existence of any subsurface structure remaining below grade. Such 

recording shall accurately set forth the location and describe the remaining 

structure. 

 

(2) Security for Removal. The owner of any mobile service support structure other 

than a municipality or other unit of government shall provide to Iron County, 

prior to the issuance of the land use permit, a performance bond in an amount 

based on a written estimate of a qualified remover of said types of structures, or 

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000), whichever is less, to guarantee that the 

mobile service support structure will be removed when no longer in operation. 

Iron County will be named as obligee in the bond and must approve the bonding 

company. The County may require an increase in the bond amount after five (5) 

year intervals to reflect increases in the Consumer Price Index, but at no point 

shall the bond amount exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000). The provider 

shall supply any increased bond within a reasonable time, not exceeding sixty 

(60) days, after the County’s request. A permittee may submit a letter of credit in 

the amount set forth above, or, in the alternative, a permittee with several sites in 

the County may submit a master bond to cover all of said sites. A master bond or 

a letter of credit may, in the Zoning Committee’s discretion, be in an amount 
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sufficient to secure removal from one site if the master bond or letter of credit 

provides for replenishing any amount used as the master bond or letter of credit 

covers any other site in the County.  

 

(H) Structural, Design and Environmental Standards. 

 

(1) Mobile Service Support Structure, Antenna and Facilities Requirements. All 

mobile service facilities and mobile service support structures, except exempt 

facilities as defined in Section (C), shall be designed to reduce the negative 

impact on the surrounding environment by implementing the measures set forth 

below: 

 

a. Mobile Service support structures shall be constructed of metal or other 

nonflammable material, unless specifically permitted by the County to be 

otherwise.  

 

b. Satellite dish and parabolic antennas shall be situated as close to the 

ground as possible to reduce visual impact without compromising their 

functions. 

 

c. Equipment compounds shall be constructed of non-reflective materials 

(visible exterior surfaces only). Equipment compounds shall be designed 

to blend with existing architecture in the area or shall be screened from 

sight by mature landscaping, and shall be located or designed to minimize 

their visibility.  

 

d. Mobile service facilities, support structures and antennas shall be designed 

and constructed in accordance with the State of Wisconsin Uniform 

Building Code, National Electrical Code, Uniform Plumbing Code, 

Uniform Mechanical Code, and Uniform Fire Code, Iron County 

Subdivision Ordinance, Iron County Land Use Ordinance, Electronic 

Industries Association (EIA), American National Steel Institute Standards 

(ANSI), and American National Standards Institute (ANSI) in effect at the 

time of manufacture.  

 

e. Mobile service facilities and support structures shall not interfere with or 

obstruct existing or proposed public safety, fire protection or Supervisory 

Controlled Automated Data Acquisition (SCADA) operation 

telecommunication facilities. Any actual interference and/or obstruction 

shall be corrected by the applicant at no cost to the County.  

 

(2) Site Development. A leased parcel intended for the location of new mobile 

service facilities, mobile service support structures, and equipment compounds 

shall be located so as to permit expansion for mobile service facilities to serve all 

potential collocators.  
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(3) Vegetation protection and facility screening.  
 

a. Except exempt facilities as defined in Section (C), all mobile service 

facilities shall be installed in a manner that  minimizes disturbance to 

existing native vegetation and shall include suitable mature landscaping to 

screen the facility, where necessary. For purposes of this section, “mature 

landscaping” shall mean trees, shrubs or other vegetation of a minimum 

initial height of five (5) feet that will provide the appropriate level of 

visual screening immediately upon installation. 

 

b. Upon project completion, the owner(s)/operator(s) of the facility shall be 

responsible for maintenance and replacement of all required landscaping 

as long as a telecommunication facility is maintained on the site. 

 

(4) Fire prevention. All mobile service facilities shall be designed and operated in 

accordance with all applicable codes regarding fire prevention. 

 

(5) Noise and Traffic. All mobile service facilities shall be constructed and operated 

in such a manner as to minimize the amount of disruption caused to nearby 

properties. To that end the following measures shall be implemented for all 

mobile service facilities, except exempt facilities as defined in Section (C): 

 

a. Noise producing construction activities shall take place only  Monday 

through Saturday (if non-holiday) between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 

p.m., except in times of emergency repair, and 

 

b. Backup generators, if present, shall be operated only during power outages 

and for testing and maintenance purposes. 

 

(6) Separation Requirements. Mobile service support structures shall be separated 

by a minimum of 2640 feet, except that: 

 

a. Two (2) mobile service support structures may be permitted to be located 

within 100 feet of each other subject to approval of the Iron County 

Zoning Committee. 

 

b. Camouflaged mobile service support structures are exempt from the 

separation between mobile service support structures requirement listed 

above. 

 

(I) Compliance/Penalties. 

 

(1) Abandonment. Any antenna, mobile service facility, or mobile service support 

structure that is not operated for a continuous period of twelve (12) months shall 

be considered abandoned. Upon application, the Zoning Committee may extend 

the time limit to abandon once for an additional twelve-month period. Such 
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extension shall be based on a finding that the owner or permit holder is actively 

seeking tenants for the site. After the expiration of the time periods established 

above, the following shall apply: 

 

a. The owner of such antenna, mobile service facility or mobile service 

support structure shall remove said antenna, mobile service facility or 

mobile service support structure, including all supporting equipment, 

building(s) and foundations to the depth as otherwise herein required 

within ninety (90) days of receipt of notice from the Planning and Zoning 

Department notifying the owner of such abandonment. If removal to the 

satisfaction of the Planning and Zoning Department does not occur within 

said ninety (90) days, the Iron County Zoning Administrator may order 

removal utilizing the established bond as provided under Section (G) and 

salvage said antenna, mobile service facility or mobile service support 

structure, including all supporting equipment and building(s). If there are 

two or more users of a single mobile service support structure, then this 

provision shall not become effective until all operations of the mobile 

service support structure cease. 

 

b. The recipient of a land use permit allowing a mobile service support 

structure and facility under this section, or the current owner or operator, 

shall notify the Iron County Planning and Zoning Department within 45 

days of the date when the mobile service facility is no longer in operation.  

 

(3) Penalties. Any person, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity that fails to 

comply with the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to the penalty 

provisions set forth in Sec. 9.2.3 of the Iron County Land Use  Ordinance, and, 

upon conviction, may pay a forfeiture of not less than $10.00 nor more than 

$500.00, plus the applicable surcharges, assessments, and costs for each violation. 

Each day a violation exists or continues constitutes a separate offense under this 

ordinance. In addition, the Planning and Zoning Department may seek injunctive 

relief from a court of record to enjoin further violations.  

 

Section 2. Except as specifically modified and amended by this ordinance, the Iron County 

Code of Ordinances shall remain in force and effect exactly as originally adopted 

and previously amended. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with 

or in contravention of the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3. SEVERABILITY. If a court of competent jurisdiction adjudges any section, 

clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance unconstitutional or invalid, the 

remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 

Section 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from 

and after its passage. 

 



 

105 | T i t l e  9    Iron County Code of Ordinances 
 

Article VIII. 7BConditional Uses 

 
Section65B 9.8.1 General Provisions. 

(A) Policy. 

(1) 919BOne of the purposes of this Chapter is to divide the unincorporated portions of the 

County into districts within which the use of land and buildings, and the bulk and 

location of buildings in relation to the land are mutually compatible, and 

substantially uniform. 

(2) 920BThere are certain uses that may be entirely appropriate and not necessarily 

incompatible with the basic uses permitted in any district, but not at every or any 

location therein or without restrictions or conditions being imposed by reason of 

unique problems that use of its particular location presents from a zoning 

standpoint, including the impact of those uses upon neighboring land or public 

facilities, and the public need for the particular use at a particular location. Such 

uses may be necessary or desirable to be allowed in a particular district provided 

that due consideration is given to their location, development and operation. Such 

uses are hereby classified as conditional uses and are subject to the provisions 

specified herein. 

(B) 285BApprovals Required. 

(1) 921BAny conditional uses listed in this Chapter shall be permitted only after receiving 

the appropriate Town Board approval and the County Zoning Committee's 

approval. 

(2) 922BAny person, firm or corporation must make a request to the County Zoning 

Administrator for a Conditional Use Permit. The County Zoning Administrator 

shall promptly send the application to the appropriate Town Board Clerk with any 

or all data the applicant deems pertinent to the situation. The Town Board shall 

make a determination and send determination to either the County Zoning 

Administrator or the County Zoning Committee. The County Zoning Committee 

will then follow the procedures specified in this Article to consider the conditional 

use application. 

(3) 923BIn those cases where the appropriate Town Board and the County Zoning 

Committee disagree, a mediation board made up of three (3) members shall rule. 

The membership shall include a Town Board member,  a County Zoning 

Committee member and any other person agreed upon by the Town Board and the 

County Zoning Committee. 

(4) 924BUpon such approvals, issuance of a Conditional Use Permit will be granted. 

(C) 286BBasis of Approval. The County Zoning Committee shall consider the effect of such 

grant on the health, general welfare, safety and economic prosperity of the County 

and of the immediate area in which such use would be located, including such 

considerations as the effect on the established character and quality of the area, its 

physical attractiveness, existing topography, drainage features, erosion potential, 

vegetative cover, the prevention and control of water pollution, the location with 

respect to floodplains and floodways, the movement of traffic and the relationship to 

existing or proposed roads, the demand for related services, the possible hazardous, 
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harmful, noxious, offensive or nuisance effects resulting from noise, dust, smoke, or 

odor and other factors. 

 

Section66B 9.8.2 Conditional Use Procedures. 

 

(A) 287BApplication. Application for a Conditional Use Permit shall be made to the County 

Zoning Administrator who shall promptly refer the application to the County Zoning  

Committee. In addition to the information required under Article H for a Land Use 

Permit, the County Zoning Committee may require the applicant to submit other 

pertinent data and information necessary to properly evaluate the request. An 

application for a conditional use may be withdrawn by the applicant at any time prior 

to the date of the first published notice of the application. Thereafter, an application 

may only be withdrawn with the approval and consent of the Zoning Committee. 

(B) 288BFees. The fee for filing of applications for Conditional Use Permits shall be 

established by the County Zoning Committee. A copy of the current fee schedule 

shall be kept on file in the office of the County Zoning Administrator. 

(C) 289BHearing. The County Zoning Committee shall schedule a public hearing on the 

application within thirty (30) days after it is filed, and whenever the shorelands are 

involved a copy of the notice for a public hearing shall be sent to the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, appropriate area office, at least ten (10) days prior 

to the hearing. 

(D) 290BDetermination. The Zoning Committee shall report its decision within ninety (90) 

days after the filing of the application. Its decision shall include an accurate 

description of the use permitted, of the property on which it is permitted, and all 

conditions made applicable there to. In those cases where shorelands are involved, a 

copy of the Zoning Committee's determination shall be sent to the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, appropriate area office, within ten (10) days of the 

decision. No application for a conditional use, which has been denied, shall be 

resubmitted within one (1) year from the date of denial, except on grounds of newly 

discovered evidence or proof of changed conditions found to be valid. 

(E) 291BMapping and Recording. When a Conditional Use Permit is granted, an appropriate 

record shall be made of the land use and building permits, and such grant shall be 

applicable solely to the structures, use and property so described. 

(F) 292BTermination. Where a permitted conditional use does not continue in conformity 

with the conditions of the original approval, the Conditional Use Permit shall be 

terminated by action of the Zoning Committee. 
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Article IX. 8BNonconforming Uses 

 

Section67B 9.9.1 Nonconforming Uses. 

 

(A) 293BLawful uses and structures predating the adoption of this Chapter may be continued 

even though they do not conform to the restrictions of this Chapter. However, 

structural repairs or alterations of such buildings, signs or premises shall not during 

the life of the structure exceed fifty percent (50%) of their current assessed valuation 

unless a building, sign or premises conforming to this Chapter results. If any 

nonconforming use is discontinued for twelve (12) consecutive months, any future 

use of the building, structure or property shall conform to this Chapter. 

(B) 294BThe maintenance and repair of nonconforming boathouses which are located below 

the ordinary highwater mark of any navigable waters shall comply with the 

requirements of Sec. 30.121, Wis. Stats. 

(C) 295BUses which are nuisances shall not be permitted to continue as nonconforming uses. 

(D) 296BIf the alteration, addition or repair of an existing nonconforming building or structure 

is prohibited because it is in excess of fifty percent (50%) of the current assessed 

valuation, the property owner may still make the proposed alteration, addition or 

repair if: 

(1) 925BThe building or structure with a nonconforming use is permanently changed to a 

conforming use. 

(2) 926BThe property owner appeals the determination of the Zoning Administrator, and 

either the County Board of Adjustment or the Circuit Court find in the property 

owner's favor under Sec. 59.694(4) or 59.694(10), Wis. Stats.; or 

(3) 927BThe property owner successfully petitions to have the property rezoned under 

Sec.59.69(5)(e), Wis. Stats., and Sec. NRlI5.05(2)(e), Wis. Adm. Code, if 

applicable. 
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Article X. 9BMiscellaneous Administrative Procedures 

 

Section68B 9.10.1 Board of Adjustment. 

 

(A) 297BComposition. A Board of Adjustment is hereby created. Such board shall be 

appointed in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 59.694, Wis. Stats. 

(B) 298BCall for Meetings. The Board of Adjustment shall meet at the call of the Chairman, 

and at such other times as the Board of Adjustment may determine at a fixed time and 

place. 

(C) 299BOpen Meetings. All meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be open to the public. 

(D) 300BPublic Hearing Location. Any public hearing which the Board of Adjustment is 

required to hold under Subsection (E) shall be held in a town hall or other place as 

convenient as may be to the location or locations to be considered at such public 

hearing, and a full description of the location of such place of hearing by name, 

address, or other commonly known means of identification, shall be included in the 

notice of such hearing. 

(E) 301BNotification of Public Hearing. Notice of any public hearing which the Board of 

Adjustment is required to hold under the terms of this Chapter shall specify the date, 

time, and place of hearing and the matter to come before the Board of  adjustment at 

such hearings, and such notice shall be given in each of the following ways: 

(1) 928BBy publication in the official newspaper of the County at least twice, not less than 

ten (10) days prior to the date of the hearing. 

(2) 929BBy posting, not less than ten (10) days prior to the date of such hearing, in each of 

the public places in which official notices are usually published, in each town 

affected by the matters to come before the Board of Adjustment at such hearing. 

(3) 930BNotice shall be mailed directly to the parties in interest. 

(4) 931BIn cases where shorelands are involved a copy of the notice for a public hearing 

shall be sent to the appropriate area office of the Department at least ten (10) days 

prior to the hearing. 

(F) Minutes. The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing the 

vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 

such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions 

including the reasons for granting or refusing a variance, all of which shall be public 

record. In those cases where shorelands are involved a copy of the Board's 

determination shall be sent to the Department's appropriate area office within ten (10) 

days of the decision. 

(G) 302BPowers and Duties. 

(1) 932BThe Board of Adjustment shall adopt such additional rules as it deems necessary 

and may exercise all of the powers conferred on such boards by Sec. 59.694, Wis. 

Stats. 

(2) 933BIt shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, 

requirements, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the 

enforcement or administration of this Chapter. 

(3) 934BIt may grant a variance from the dimensional standards of this Chapter where the 

criteria for a variance are met, where the spirit of the Chapter will be observed, 

and where the variance will not be contrary to the public interest. 
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(4) 935BThe Board of Adjustment shall have power to call on any County departments for 

assistance in the performance of its duties and it shall be the duty of such other 

departments to render all such assistance as may be reasonably required. 

(5) 936BIt shall either affirm, reverse, vary or modify the order, requirement, decision or 

determination appealed, in whole or in part, dismiss the appeal for lack of 

jurisdiction or prosecution or grant the application. 

(H) 303BAppeals to the Board. Appeals to the Board of Adjustment may be made by any 

person aggrieved or by an officer, department, board or bureau of the County affected 

by any decision of the Zoning Administrator or other administrative officer. Such 

appeal shall be made within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the Board, 

by filing with the officer whose decision is in question, and with the Board of 

Adjustment, a notice of appeal specifying the reasons for the appeal. The Zoning 

Administrator or other officer whose decision is in question shall promptly transmit to 

the Board all the papers constituting the record concerning the matter appealed. 

(I) 304BStandards. The Board of Adjustment may grant upon appeal a variance from the 

dimensional standards of this Chapter where the applicant convincingly demonstrates 

that literal enforcement of the provisions of the Ordinance will result in unnecessary 

hardship on the applicant due to special conditions unique to the property, where the 

criteria for a variance are met, where the spirit of the Ordinance will be observed and 

where the variance will not be contrary to public interest. 

 

Section69B 9.10.2 Amendments. 

 

(A) 305BProcedure. The County Board of Supervisors may amend this Ordinance in 

accordance with the requirements as prescribed by Sec. 59.69(5), Wis. Stats., and 

NR1l5, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(B) 306BFee. A copy of the current fee schedule shall be kept on file in the office of the 

County Zoning Administrator 

(C) 307BNotification. Petitions for text or map amendments shall be filed with the County 

Clerk according to the provisions in Sec. 59.69(5)(e), Wis. Stats. Copies of each 

petition shall be mailed to the appropriate area office of the Department within five 

(5) days of the filing with the County Clerk. Written notice of the public hearing on a 

proposed amendment shall be mailed to the appropriate area office of the department 

at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing. A copy of the County Board's decision on 

each proposed amendment shall be forwarded to the appropriate district office of the 

Department within ten (10) days after the decision is issued. 

(D) No petition/application for rezoning, which has been denied, shall be resubmitted 

within one (1) year from the date of denial, except on grounds of newly discovered 

evidence or proof of changed conditions found to be valid. 

 

Section70B 9.10.3 Public Hearings. 

 

(A) 308BNotice. Adequate notice shall be given of any public hearing required by the 

provisions of this Chapter, stating the time and place of such hearing and the purpose 

for which it is being held. A public hearing is required for all conditional uses, 

appeals and amendments. 
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(B) 309BProcedure for Posting and Publishing. 

(1) 937BNotice of public hearing shall be given as per Chapter 985. Wis. Stats. 

(2) 938BIn addition, when the hearing involves a proposed change in the zoning district 

classification of any property, or the granting of a conditional use, the town in 

which affected land is located shall be notified as per Sec. 59.69(3)(d). Wis. Stats. 

(3) An application/petition for rezoning may be withdrawn by the applicant at any 

time prior to the date of the first published notice of the application/petition.  

Thereafter, an application/petition may only be withdrawn with the approval and 

consent of the Zoning Committee. 

 

Section71B 9.10.4 Validity. 

 

(A) 310BConflict. All other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of 

this Chapter are hereby repealed. 

(B) 311BCourt Invalidation. Invalidation by a court of any pan of this Chapter shall not 

invalidate the rest of the Chapter. 

(C) 312BForce and Effect. Following passage and publication by the County Board of 

Supervisors, this amendment shall be in full force and effect in each town, as 

provided in Sec. 59.69(3),Wis. Stats., except that shoreland zoning provisions 

required by NR115. Wis. Adm. Code. shall be immediately effective. 

 

 

 


